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PPrr eelluuddee  
 
 

“Every poet and musician and artist, but for Grace,  
is drawn away from love of the thing he tells, to love of the telling till,  

down in Deep Hell, they cannot be interested in God at all  
but only in what they say about Him.” 

~C.S.  Lewis, The Great Divorce~ 
 
 
 
 
This study is written that performing artists might be more interested in God than in what 
they say about Him, and see more clearly the God dimly reflected in their art.  
 
We base this series on the foundational belief that EVERYTHING but God is an image.  
God alone is the supreme Source of beauty, light, truth, intelligence, and creativity.  He 
gives various images or reflections of Himself, but remains the source. 
 
Two reflections of God concern us here: mankind and art.  We view mankind from the 
foundational belief that man was made in the image of God.  Since God is the Creator, 
man is a re-creator.  Art then becomes the creation of a re-creator—a twice- removed 
reflection of God. In this series, “art” is defined as the performing arts of classical music, 
dance and theatre. 
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NNootteess  ffoorr   LL eeaaddeerr ss  
 
 

““ II mmaaggee””   
(1)  “A representation or similitude of any person or thing, formed of a material 
substance; as an image wrought out of stone, wood or wax. 
 
(2)  An idol; the representation of any person or thing, that is an object of worship. 
 
(3)  An idea; a representation of any thing to the mind; a conception;  
a picture drawn by fancy.”1 
 

This study focuses on different aspects of an image: 
 

~That God alone is NOT an image~ 
~That the clearest image of God is Christ~ 

~That we are made in God’s image~ 
~That art is an image~ 

~That an image can be an idol~ 
 

 
Leaders should study the passage for themselves beforehand.  Sometimes cross-
references and additional questions are provided in the appendix at the back of the study 
for the leader’s enrichment. 
 
When leading a mixed group, be aware that some concepts may be unfamiliar to non-
Christians or new believers.  Do NOT skip over these; rather, study the concepts 
beforehand so that you can explain them yourself.   
   
The minimal requirement is to always read the main Scripture passage prior to the study, 
looking at the surrounding passages to place it in context.  Find out what has happened 
before the passage and what will happen afterwards.  
 
When asking questions or referring to verses, don’t allow the printed questions and verses 
to overly limit the discussion.  Stay on topic while exploring the concept, using other 
passages as they come to mind.   
 
The exposition questions are simply warm-ups.  If you are short on time, skip these and 
get right to the Scripture.  

                                                 
1 Noah Webster, The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language, (Chesapeake, Virginia: 
Foundation for American Christian Education, 1995). 
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RReeaall ii ttyy  II   
TThhee  LL OORRDD  

 
“’No.  You’re forgetting,’ said the Spirit.  ‘That was not how you began.  Light itself was 

your first love: you loved paint only as a means of telling about light.’” 
~C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce~ 

 

~ Psalm 145 ~ 
 

Exposition 
� What is it about art that excites/interests you? 

 

Development 
� What does Psalm 145 say about God? 

 
Who He Is      What He Does 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� What is David’s response to God’s greatness and His great works? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� Does art have intrinsic value and meaning?  If all the goodness found in art were 

separated from the Goodness of God, would art be good in and of itself?    
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II mmaaggee  II II   
JJeessuuss,,  TThhee  II mmaaggee  ooff   tthhee  LL OORRDD  

 
“Image:  A representation or similitude of any person or thing, formed of a material 

substance.  An idea; a representation of any thing to the mind;  
a conception; a picture drawn by fancy.” 

~Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language~ 
 

~ Colossians 1:15-20 ~ 
 

Exposition 
� What is the function of a mirror?  What is the relationship between a mirror and 

an image?   
 
 

Development 
� Why did God have to be invisible before Christ?  (See Exodus 33:20).  

 
 

� In Colossians 1:15, what does it mean that Jesus “is the image of the invisible 
God”?  Take the phrase apart word by word. 

 
 

� Make a list of Jesus’ attributes in vv. 16-20.  Upon completion, compare the list 
with God’s attributes from Psalm 145 (Reality I).  (See John 1:1-3, 14). 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

� According to Colossians 1:19-20, what was God’s ultimate purpose in sending 
His Image to earth?  (See also I Peter 3:18, I John 5:20). 

 
 

� What was the result of the cross?  See Colossians 1:20-22.  What does this tell us 
about God and our value to Him?  (See I John 4:9-10). 

 

 
Recapitulation 

� Read John 14:6-9.  What does Jesus want His disciples to understand? 
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II mmaaggee  II II II   
MM aaddee  iinn  GGoodd’’ ss  II mmaaggee  

 
“So God created man in His own image, in the image of God  

He created him; male and female He created them.” 
~Genesis 1:27~ 

 

Exposition 
� Name one person with whom you share common personality traits or physical 

features.  
 

Development 
� The first Adam was made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27).  What character 

qualities of God might Adam have displayed?  See Psalm 145:7-9, 13b-14, 17. 
 
 
 
 
� What happened to this image according to Romans 5:12 and Romans 3:10-18? 

 
 

� Why was it necessary for Christ to come as a second Adam?  See Hebrews 2:14-
18; I Peter 3:18.  (“Expiation:  The act of making satisfaction for an offense.”2  
Atonement:  At-one-ment with God.) 

 
 
 

� Compare and contrast the two “Adams” in Romans 5:12-21. 
Adam      Christ   

 
 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� Under Adam, we lost our ability to reflect God as image bearers.  How does this 

impact the artist?  How is it possible to reflect God’s nature again as artists?  
 
   
**Leaders:   Please refer to the appendix at the back of the booklet before leading this 
study. 

                                                 
2 Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language. 
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II mmaaggee  II VV  
GGoodd’’ ss  WWoorr kkmmaannsshhiipp  

 
 “Workmanship:  (1) Manufacture; something made, particularly by manual labor.   

 (2) The skill of a workman; or the execution or manner of making any thing.   
(3) The art of working.” 

~Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language~ 
 

~Ephesians 2:1-10~ 
 

Exposition 
� What does it mean to say something is someone’s workmanship?  What does that 

mean about the object? 
 

Development 
� What was our state before God chose us as His art project? See vv. 1-3. 

 
 

� According to the passage, why has God chosen to display His art through us?  
(vv. 4-7)   

 
 

� As an artist, what is the “raw material” God chose to use?  See v. 1-3.  How does 
His choice of “raw material” contrast with our own? 

 
� Detail each step of the process by which God shaped us into a workmanship in 

Christ.  See vv. 1, 4-8.   
 
 
 
 
� How is the cross part of God’s artistry?  Compare God’s ways of craftsmanship 

with our own.  
 
 
 

� What is the purpose of God’s art?  See vv. 7 & 10, and Ephesians 1:5-6, 12.  
Compare God’s artistic goals with ours.  
 
 

Recapitulation 
� Has a greater awareness of God’s artistry altered your thinking about yourself?  

Your art?  Your artistic goals?   



 9

II mmaaggee  VV  
TThhee  DDwweell ll iinngg  ooff  tthhee  LL OORRDD  

 
“From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.” 

~ Psalm 50:2 ~ 
 

~ Exodus 25:1-9 ~ 
~John 15:1-11~ 

 

Exposition 
� If you were to design your own home, what would it look like?   

 
� What do your design decisions say about who you are? 

 

Development 
� What was the main purpose of the tabernacle/temple?  See Exodus 25:8.  (“To 

dwell:  To abide as a permanent resident; to live in a place.”3) 
 
 
� Because of the high purpose for the temple, what do you think it should look like?  

What materials does God choose in Exodus 25:3-7? 
 
 

� Where is God’s dwelling place today?  See I Corinthians 6:19-20.  
 
 

� Because of this high purpose for our bodies/lives, what does the Word say we 
should look like?  See Ephesians 4:22-24, I Peter 1:14-16.   

 
 
� According to John 15:1-11, how can our lives become the beautiful dwelling of 

the Lord?  (“To abide:  To rest or dwell (see above definition); to continue 
permanently”4). 

 
 

� What part does the Father have?  What part does the Word/Jesus’ words have?  
 
 

Recapitulation 
� Paraphrase Galatians 2:20-21 in your own words.  

    
                                                 
3 Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language. 
4 Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language. 
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II mmaaggee  VVII   
AAnn  AArr tt iisstt iicc  LL iicceennssee    

 
“I invent nothing; I rediscover.” 

~ Auguste Rodin~ 
 

~ Exodus 31:1-11 ~ 
 

Exposition 
� Define the word “skill”.  What does it mean to call someone skilled?   

 
 

Development 
God says He has: 
� 31:1 -- Chosen Bezalel.  What is involved in choosing one thing over another? 
  
� 31:3 -- Filled Bezalel.  What does it mean to fill something?  What has God filled 

Bezalel with?  To what purpose? 
 
� 31:6 – Appointed Oholiab.  What does it mean to appoint?  What are people 

usually appointed to? 
 
� 31:6 – Given skill to the craftsmen.  What is the definition of a gift?  What does it 

mean that our skill is a gift?   
  
� 31:6 – Commanded the craftsmen.  What are the implications of God telling the 

craftsmen what to make?  Do we receive orders from anyone as artists? 
 
� 31:11 – Instructed the craftsmen in how to create the articles.  Again, what are the 

implications of God telling them what to make and HOW to make it?   
 
� What is the first thing God filled Bezalel with?  See vs. 3.  What is the 

significance of placing this first? 
 

� Who is the Spirit of God?  What is the Spirit’s main purpose according to John 
16:13-15?  What does it mean that the Spirit of God fills you, as an artist?  (II 
Corinthians 2:9-13).    

 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� How does the fact that God’s creative Spirit fills us change the way we view our 

art?   What changes of habits and thinking must come as a result? 
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II mmaaggee  VVII II   
II mmaaggeess  aanndd  II ddoollss  

 
“It was all a snare.  Ink and catgut and paint were necessary down there,  

but they are also dangerous stimulants.” 
~ C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce~ 

 

~ Jeremiah 10:1-16 ~ 
 

Exposition 
� What comes to mind when you think of an idol? 

 
� Is there a difference between an image and an idol?   

  
 

Development 
� Compare and contrast idols with God in this passage. 

God      Idols 
 
 
 
 

� Compare the terms used for idols (vv. 5, 8, 14, 15) with the names used for God 
(vv. 6, 7, 10, 16).  What does this tell us about idols?  About God? 

 
 
 
� Contrast an idol’s effect on people (vv. 2, 5, 14, 15) with God’s effect on people 

(vv. 6, 7, 10, 13, 16). 
 
 

� According to this passage, who makes idols?  (10:3, 9) What does this tell us 
about idols? 

 
 
� In what ways could art be considered an idol?   
 
 

Recapitulation 
� When we idolize art in any form, how does this affect us personally and as a 

performer? 
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II mmaaggee  VVII II II   
II ddoollaattrr yy  --  CCaauussee  aanndd  CCoonnsseeqquueennccee  

 

~ Romans 1:18-32 ~ 
 

Exposition 
� Have you ever met someone famous or influential?  Who was it, and what effect 

did meeting that person have on you? 
 

� Who is someone you highly respect?  How has knowing that person impacted 
your life?  

 

Development 
� According to this passage, what is one of the primary purposes of creation?  See 

1:18-20. 
 
 

� How is the fear of God linked to wisdom?  See vv. 21-23, 28, and Proverbs 1:7. 
 
 

� Compare Psalm 53:1-4 with Romans 1:18-32.  What are the consequences of 
rejecting the knowledge of God, according to these passages?  

 
 

� How is idolatry linked to rejection of the knowledge of God?  What is the 
connection between idolatry and “futile” thinking?  See 1:21-25. 

 
 

� Look at the list of consequences for rejection of the knowledge of God.  Do you 
see these consequences reflected in the performing arts world?   

 
 

� In what ways have performing artists rejected the knowledge of God?  What does 
“futile” thinking and idolatry look like in the performing arts world? 

 
  
 

Recapitulation 
� What would an artistic community look like that retained the knowledge of God?  

What would be the fruit of such a community?   
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II mmaaggee  II XX  
FFeeaarr   

 

~ I Samuel 17  ~ 
 

Exposition 
� What was one of your childhood fears?  Why was it so frightening?  

 
� Have you ever seen someone have a bad case of stage fright, or experienced it 

yourself?  
 

Development 
� Look at vv. 11 and 24 and discuss:   

� Who is afraid?  Why are they afraid?   
 
� What is the cause of fear?  What is the result of fear?  

 
 

� What is David’s reaction to Goliath, in contrast with the other men?  (vv. 26, 32, 
36). 

 
� Why does David respond to Goliath in this way?  See vv. 45-47. 

 
� What are the underlying differences of belief that make David unafraid while 

others are terrified?   
 

� How is fear linked to unbelief?   
 

� How do the beliefs of David and the Israelite men reflect themselves in action?  
What is the relationship between belief and action? 

 
 

Recapitulation 
� What is the root of fear, according to this passage?  How does the knowledge of 

God affect fear?   
 

� How does the truth about fear, belief and action apply to the stage? 
 

� What were the results of David’s confidence in God for the entire community?  
What does this mean for us as Christians in the performing arts world?   

 
 
**Leaders:  To save time, summarize vv. 12-23 for the group when reading the chapter. 
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II mmaaggee  XX  
PPeerr ffeecctt iioonniissmm    

 

~ II Corinthians 12:1-10 ~ 
 

Exposition 
� Name one occasion where you felt you performed up to par or achieved your own 

standards. 
 

� Define perfectionism.  Would you call yourself a perfectionist?  Why or why not? 
 

Development 
� The word “perfect” is mentioned one time in this passage.  Where is it mentioned 

and in what context?   
 
 

� Whose perfection is it?  What is being made perfect?  Where is the perfection 
displayed? 

 
 

� What is God’s attitude toward weakness, according to this passage?  Is weakness 
“good” or “bad”? 

 
 

� What should be our attitude towards weakness?   
 
 

� How does this passage contrast with general artistic practice and thought?  How 
can we apply II Corinthians 12:1-10 to the stage?  To the practice room?   

 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� Make a list of your three greatest artistic weaknesses.  Meditate on each one in the 

context of verse 9:  “My grace is sufficient for you, (your name), for My power is 
made perfect in (your weakness).  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about 
(your weakness), so that Christ’s power may rest on me, (your name).” 
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II mmaaggee  XXII   
AAmmbbii tt iioonn    

 
“’One must be content with one’s reputation among posterity, then,’ said the Ghost.   

‘My friend,’ said the Spirit.  ‘Don’t you know?’   
‘Know what?’   

‘That you and I are already completely forgotten on the Earth?’” 
~C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce~ 

 

~ Isaiah 14:12-15 ~ 
~ Philippians 2:5-11 ~ 

 

Exposition  
� What does it mean to say someone is ambitious? Is ambition a “good” or a “bad” 

thing?   
 

� What is one of your ambitions? 
 

Development 
� Isaiah 14:12-15 describes the heart of selfish ambition personified in the king of 

Babylon/Satan.  What are his ambitions? 
 
 

� In Genesis 3:4-5, what does Eve hope to gain by eating the forbidden fruit?     
 
 

� In contrast to this grasping after power and honor, what does Philippians 2:5-11 
say of Christ? 

 
 

� What “remedy” does Paul recommend in Philippians 3:3-5?   
 
 

� What does Jeremiah 9:23-24 say on this topic?  Ultimately, what does God want 
us to glory in, according to this passage? 

 
 

Recapitulation 
� In light of these passages, how do we handle ambitions and desires? 
   
 
� How do these truths apply to us as performing artists?  
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II mmaaggee  XXII II   
DDiisscciippll iinnee    

 
“God made me fast, Jenny . . . 

and when I run, I feel His pleasure.” 
~Eric Liddell, Chariots of Fire~ 

 

~ Hebrews 12:1-13 ~ 
 

Exposition  
� What do you think of when you think of the word “discipline”? 

 
� What is one of the hardest things you have had to do?  How did you get through 

it? 
 

Development 
� In 12:1, our lives are compared to running a race.  How do we persevere and 

finish well?  Make a list of the running instructions in vv. 1-7, 12-15. 
 
 

� How do these commands help us to be disciplined? 
 
 

� There are three relationships in this passage that help us in our discipline.  What 
are these relationships, and how do they help us?  See vv. 1, 2, and 7. 
 
 

� What do vv. 2-4 tell us about Jesus?  How do these qualities impact a runner? 
 
 

� What is the picture of God in vv. 5-10?  Who is He portrayed as?   
 
 

� How does this relationship (vv. 5-10) help a runner? 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� How does Jesus help us as artists?  What is it about Jesus that inspires and 

motivates?   
 
 

� How does God the Father help us as artists?   
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II mmaaggee  XXII II II   
LL iivviinngg  ffoorr   PPrr aaiissee    

 
“’Do you mean there are no famous men?’ 

  ‘They are all famous.  They are all known, remembered, recognised  
by the only Mind that can give a perfect judgment.’” 

~ C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce~ 
 

~ Galatians 2:1-21~ 
 

Exposition 
� Who is someone you would like to receive praise from?  What do you do to earn 

that person’s favor? 
 

Development 
� In Galatians 1:10, what two desires are contrasted?  According to this verse, what 

happens when we desire to please man more than God?  
 
 

� In Galatians 2, Paul is returning to Jerusalem after a long absence to confirm with 
the church leadership the gospel he has been preaching among the Gentiles.  Paul 
refused to cater to what people?  (See vv. 4-6, 11). 

 
 

� What is his main concern in each encounter (verse 5)?  What is the truth of the 
gospel Paul wants to preserve?  (See vv. 15-16).   

 
 

� What was Peter’s struggle (vv. 11-13)?  What was at the root of his struggle (v. 
12)? 

 
 

� How is the importance of pleasing God displayed in this situation? 
 
 

� What is God’s remedy for our man-pleasing nature (v. 20)?  See also II 
Corinthians 5:9. 

   
 

Recapitulation 
� How would our performances be affected if we sought praise from God rather 

than praise from man? 
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II mmaaggee  XXII VV  
TTeeaacchhaabbii ll ii ttyy  

 

~ Proverbs 1:20-2:8 ~  
 
 

Exposition  
� What is the hardest class you’ve ever taken?  What made it so hard? 

 

Development 
� How do we gain knowledge and understanding?  (2:1-6).  List the verbs used in 

vv. 1-5 and define each one.   
 
 
 
 
 

� Who is the ultimate source of understanding?  (2:6)   
 
 

� How can we “accept (His) words and store up (His) commands” (2:1)?  How do 
we practically apply this to our lives?   

 
 
 

� What are the results of accepting God’s Word? (1:23, 33; 2:5-8)  Look at each 
benefit and discuss its meaning.   
 
 
 
 
 

� What are the results of refusing God’s Word?  (1:26-32) 
 
 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� How can we apply these truths when taking instruction from teachers, coaches, 

directors, choreographers and conductors? 
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II mmaaggee  XXVV  
FFooccuuss  

 

~ Romans 8:5-17 ~ 
~ Colossians 3:1-2 ~ 

 

Exposition  
� Is it hard for you to focus during a performance?  If so, why? 

 

Development 
� Look at Colossians 3:1-2 and Romans 8:5.  Discuss the meaning of the word 

“set”.  What does it mean to set your mind on something?  If someone is “set in 
his ways”, what does it say about that person?   

 
 

� What does it mean to “Set your minds on things above”(Colossians 3:2), or on 
“what the Spirit desires” (Romans 8:5)? 

 
 
� What enables us to do this, according to Romans 8:9-14? 
 
 
� What are some ways you can practically “set your mind on things above”?   

 
 
 

� What are the results of a mind set on the Spirit, according to Romans 8:5-8?   
 
 
 
 

� Is setting our minds a state of being or an action, according to these passages? 
 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� How can we apply these truths to our lives as performing artists?   

 
 

� What does a mind “set on things above” look like on-stage?  What does it not 
look like?     
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II mmaaggee  XXVVII   
TThhee  CCrr oossss  aanndd  tthhee  CCoonncceerr tt   HHaall ll   

 
“The cross is not the terrible end to an otherwise God-fearing and happy life,  

but it meets us at the beginning of our communion with Christ.   
When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.  You can see why  

we are all more or less a bit afraid.” 
~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer ~ 

 

~ Philippians 2:1-11 ~ 
 

Exposition  
� If you could have the talent, reputation, and prestige of any performing artist, past 

or present, who would it be and why? 
 

Development 
� Verse 6 says Jesus was “in very nature God”, but took on “the very nature of a 

servant” (vs. 7).  Compare the characteristics of God with the characteristics of a 
servant.   

God      Servant 
 

 
 
 
 

� Jesus “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped” (vs. 6).  What 
are we tempted to grasp as performing artists?  How do these things compare to 
equality with God?  What does this show us about Jesus? 

 
� Once Jesus had become a servant, what else did He do (vs. 8)?  See Mark 10:45.   
 

 
� What is the result of Jesus’ humility?  See vv. 9-11. 

 
 

� Why did Jesus go through this?  See vv. 3-4, Hebrews 12:2. 
 

Recapitulation 
� How is Christ’s attitude different from the attitudes we are trained to have as 

performing artists?  How can we cultivate Christ-likeness?   
 
 

� Based on this passage, what are we to live for, as performing artists and people?    
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II mmaaggee  XXVVII II   
DDaanniieell ::     II nn  tthhee  WWoorr lldd  bbuutt   NNoott   ooff   II tt     

PPaarr tt   II ::   CCoommmmii tt tteedd  ttoo  RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss 
 

~ Daniel 1 ~ 
 
 

Exposition 
� Describe a time when you felt tempted to compromise your faith.  What was the 

struggle, and what made it so difficult?   
 

Development 
� What parallels can you find between your position in the performing arts world 

and Daniel’s position in the king’s palace?  Look at vv. 3-5.  What were the 
selection criteria?  

 
� What was Daniel selected to do?  Write down each job description in vv. 4-5 and 

discuss the parallels. 
 

 
� During Daniel’s education, who (besides the Babylonians) was training the four 

young men?  See v. 17.  What is the parallel? 
 
 

� What did Daniel resolve not to do while under the instruction of the Babylonians 
(verse 8)?   

 
� What might be “royal food and wine” for us as performing artists? 

 
� How did Daniel resolve the conflict of obedience to God with the cultural norms 

around him?  Whom did he approach?  With what attitude did he approach them?  
 

� What can we learn from Daniel’s behavior?  How should we approach conflicts of 
conscience in the performing arts world? 

 
 

Recapitulation 
� What was the result of Daniel’s obedience to God?  See vv. 19-20, and compare 

Jeremiah 29:7.   
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II mmaaggee  XXVVII II II   
DDaanniieell ::     II nn  tthhee  WWoorr lldd  bbuutt   NNoott   ooff   II tt     

PPaarr tt   II II ::   WWoorr kkiinngg  wwii tthh  KK iinnggss  
 

~ Daniel 2:1-28 & 46-49 ~ 
 
 

Exposition 
� Have you ever encountered a situation where you were asked to do something that 

seemed foolhardy or impossible?  What was your response? 
 

� Have you ever been under an authority whose actions were unjust?   
 

Development 
� What is the situation here?  Why is the king troubled?   

 
� What is at stake for the wise men?  For Daniel and his friends?   

 
� How does Daniel handle the situation?  

 
� How does Daniel relate to the dangerous, all-powerful king?  

 
� What do Daniel’s actions display about his beliefs?  What does he know to be true 

about God?  See vv. 20-23, 27-28.     
 

� Make a list of Daniel’s beliefs about God (vv. 20-23, 27-28) and his consequent 
actions.   

Daniel’s Beliefs    Daniel’s Actions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� How does belief in God impact the way we relate to threatening situations?  
Unjust demands?  Unrealistic expectations?   

 

 
 

Recapitulation 
� What is the result of Daniel’s faith-in-action?  See vv. 46-49. 
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II mmaaggee  XXII XX  
DDaanniieell ::     II nn  tthhee  WWoorr lldd  bbuutt   NNoott   ooff   II tt     

PPaarr tt   II II II ::   WWhhoomm  WWii ll ll   WWee  WWoorr sshhiipp??  
 

“Worship:  To honor with extravagant love and extreme submission.” 
~Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language~ 

 

~ Daniel 3 ~ 
 

Exposition  
� Define worship in your own words.  What does it mean to worship something? 

 

Development 
� What gods are we asked to worship as performers? 

 
 

� What fears might Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego have had in this situation? 
 
 

� What would they gain/lose by obeying/disobeying the king?   
 
 

� How do Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego respond to the king?  (vv. 16-18)  
What does their response teach us about their beliefs?  Their commitment?   

 
 

� What is God’s response to their dilemma?     
 
 

� How is God glorified through this situation?  Specifically, how does the event 
impact the people involved?  (The king, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, etc). 

 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� What parallels from this passage can be applied to our lives as performing artists?   

 
 

� What do we stand to gain or lose in worshipping/not worshipping artistic idols?  

 
 
**Leaders:  Summarize vv. 1-7, and read the rest of the chapter aloud.   
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II mmaaggee  XXXX  
DDaanniieell ::     II nn  tthhee  WWoorr lldd  bbuutt   NNoott   ooff   II tt     

PPaarr tt   II VV::   GGoodd  WWii tthh  UUss  
 

~ Daniel 6 ~ 
 

Exposition  
� Has your faith in God ever been a target for attack?  Describe the situation and 

how you handled it.   
 

Development 
� What is Daniel’s reaction to Darius’ decree?  See verse 10.  What is the 

significance of his reaction?   
 
 

� How would you have reacted in this situation?  What fears or temptations might 
you have been facing? 

 
 

� What do Daniel’s actions show us about his relationship with God?   
 
 

� How does God respond to Daniel’s prayer?  What does this show us about God? 
 
 

� How did Darius’ view of God change as a result of the situation?  See vv. 26-27.  
What impact does our faith in God have on the non-Christians around us? 

 
 

� How does Psalm 27:1-6 relate to this passage?  How does Daniel put Scripture 
into practice?  Take special note of Psalm 27:4.   

 
 
 

Recapitulation 
� Make two columns.  When faced with an attack on your faith, write down (1) 

what we can do (Daniel’s behavior) and (2) what God will do, according to this 
passage.  
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AAppppeennddiixx  
  

Image II; Jesus, the Image of the LORD 
Extra passage for cross-reference:   
 II Corinthians 4:4-6 
 
 
Image III; Made in God’s Image 
Extra passages for cross-reference:   

Romans 5:12-21; Genesis 1 
 
Read I Corinthians 15 before the study.  At the beginning, explain why Jesus is referred 
to in the Bible as the “second Adam”. 
 
 
Image IV; God’s Workmanship 
Extra passages for cross-reference:   
 Romans 4:17b, Hebrews 11:1-3 
 
In Greek, the word for “workmanship” is poema:  poetry.  So the meaning of Ephesians 
2:10 is:  “For we are God’s poem, created in Christ Jesus to do good works…”  

 
 
Image V; The Dwelling of the LORD  
Extra passages for cross-reference: 

II Chronicles 7:15-16; Psalm 132:13-14; Ephesians 2:19-22; Revelations 21:1-4 
 
Bach’s pieces have been called “cathedrals of sound”.  Could sound space or a 
visual/aural image be a place where God dwells?   
 
 
Image VI; An Artistic License 
Extra passages for cross-reference: 
 John 4:24; John 15:5-8; II Peter 1:3 
 
Look up these verbs in a dictionary:  Choose; Fill; Appoint; Give; Command. 
 
“Bezalel” means “In the shadow/protection of God”.  “Oholiab” means “The (divine) 
father is my tabernacle/tent.”5 
 
According to Exodus 31:3, God has given us: 
“Skill:  The familiar knowledge of any art or science, united with readiness and dexterity in 
execution or performance….” 

                                                 
5 The NIV Study Bible (Grand Rapids, Michigan:  The Zondervan Publishing House, 1985). 
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“Ability:  (1)  Physical power, whether bodily or mental; natural or acquired; force of 
understanding; skill in arts or sciences…(2)  Riches, wealth, substance, which are the means, or 
which furnish the power of doing certain acts.” 
 
“Knowledge:  (1)  A clear and certain perception of that which exists, or of truth and fact;…  (2)  
Learning; illumination of mind.”6 
 
 
Image VII; Images and Idols 
Extra passages for cross-reference: 

Deuteronomy 4:15-20; II Kings 17:15; Acts 17:24-25; 29-30; Jeremiah 44:1-10; 
Psalm 115:1-8 

 
“This versing, even the reading of the tale that brings my heart its joy unspeakable 
sometimes will softly, unsuspectedly hale that heart from Thee, and all its pulses quell.” 
~George MacDonald; Sonnets~ 
 
 
Image VIII; Idolatry – Cause and Consequence 
Extra passages for cross-reference: 
 Proverbs 2:1-8; Proverbs 3:13-18; 21-26 
 
 
Image IX; Fear 
Extra passage for cross-reference: 

Isaiah 8:11-13 
 
Was there anything David feared?  See Psalm 51:11.   
   
 
Image X; Perfectionism 
Extra passage for cross-reference: 

Romans 8:22-26 
 
In the original language, God’s power being made perfect (12:9) can also be translated as 
pitching a tent over our weakness. 7 
 
Look up “perfect” in a concordance for excellent cross-references. 
 
 

                                                 
6 Noah Webster, The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language, (Chesapeake, Virginia: 
Foundation for American Christian Education, 1995). 
 
7 From a sermon by Pastor Kondo Simfukwe, Christs’ Covenant Church, Warsaw, Indiana. 
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Image XI; Ambition 
Extra passages for cross-reference: 

Psalm 131; I Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 
“Ambition:  A desire of preferment or honor, of excellence or superiority.” 
“Ambitious:  Desirous of power, honor, office, superiority or excellence; aspiring.”8 
 
 
Image XII; Discipline 
Extra passages for cross-reference: 
 I Corinthians 9:24-27; Philippians 3:12-14; Proverbs 25:28 
 
Hebrews 12:1 – “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” 

“Persevere:  From the Latin word persevero – The last component part of this word, 
severo, must be the same as in assevero, with the radical sense of set, fixed or continued.  
To persist in any business or enterprise undertaken; to pursue steadily any design or 
course commenced; not to give over or abandon what is undertaken; applied alike to good 
and evil.”9 

 
 
Image XIII; Living for Praise 
Extra passage for cross-reference: 

Proverbs 29:25 
 
 
Image XIV; Teachability  
Look up dictionary definitions for the verbs in Proverbs 2:1-5. 
 
 
Image XV; Focus 
Extra passages for cross-reference: 

Romans 7:22-25; II Corinthians 10:5 
 
 
Image XVI; The Cross and the Concert Hall 
Extra passage for cross-reference 
 Romans 5:6-8 
  
 
Image XVII; Daniel:  In the World but Not of It; Pa rt I 
The next four Bible studies are a series on the life of Daniel. We will look at Daniel’s 
conduct in a pagan palace as a prototype for our lives as performing artists in secular 
institutions.  To gain background on Daniel’s life up to this point, read Jeremiah 29:1-14. 

                                                 
8 Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language. 
9 Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language. 
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