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“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those
he justified, he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us,
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns?
Christ Jesus, who died-more than that, who was raised to life-is at the right hand of God and
is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: "For
your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[m] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 8:28-39 (NIV)

Lesson 1: Spiritual Warfare Overview
Introduction
We all come from different backgrounds. Some are relatively new Christians, while others are more seasoned believers. Some are going through a dry time and some are thriving. Take a bit of time to discuss these questions: 1) What is
your initial reaction to studying spiritual warfare this summer? 2) Have you done much study on the topic, or have you
heard many teachings on the topic? 3) What do you hope to get out of this Bible study, or why did you choose this option?
How do you react to this statement of Neil T. Anderson: "I have concluded that Christians are woefully unprepared to deal with the dark world of Satan's kingdom or to minister to those who are in bondage to it"? Do you feel prepared? Hopefully at the end of MasterWorks, you will feel more aware of the spiritual world we live in, and be more
equipped to respond to the attacks of the enemy.
We will be focusing in a lot on the book of Ephesians this summer. The order of the studies is loosely related to
Ephesians 6: 10-18, which speaks about the spiritual armor. Recognizing that this is the case, here are a couple of suggestions: 1) You might utilize your afternoon quiet times to familiarize yourself with the book of Ephesians. 2) You might
want to memorize this passage while you're at MasterWorks, and even "pray on" the armor each morning before you
start your day. (See appendix for a model prayer or make up your own along the same lines.)
Also, we will be spending some time in the first week looking at who we are in Christ. You have received a bookmark with statements about who we are in Christ. Each statement is paired with a verse which confirms the truth of this
statement. You are encouraged to keep those in your Bible and look up those verses in your quiet time - paying particular
attention to the ones you have a hard time believing to be true in your life.
Observation
Read Ephesians 6:10-18 Notice that spiritual warfare will take place. Paul leaves no room to questions this point. He basically says, “Yes, you will be in battles - spiritual battles. And this is what you need to know in order to survive.”
From Ephesians 6, fill in the blanks below and answer the questions.
Paul's Opening Remarks
Whose power should we rely on?
How much armor should we put on?
Whose armor is it?
Why put the armor on?
Is our struggle against flesh and blood?

Pieces of the Armor
Belt of
Breastplate of
Feet fitted with
Shield of
Helmet of
Sword of
What is similar about the first five pieces of armor?

What descriptive words are used to describe our warrior stance?
What is the purpose of putting on faith?
What is another name for the "Sword of the Spirit"?
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Additional Instructions
Pray: When and how? (v. 18)
With this in mind,______________________ and ___________________________________________________(. 18)
The armor listed only covers the front part of the body. Can you derive any implication from this?

Wearing Christ
Ephesians is not the only place where we are told to put on armor. Read Romans 13:12-14. What are we instructed to
put on? To do? Not to do?

Story Time with Elisha
Read the story in 2 Kings 6:8-23. What are your impressions about this story?

What truth principles are illustrated in this story?

Application
Is there any general or personal application we can take from the story of Elisha and the king of Aram?

How are you at putting on the armor of God?
Are there pieces of the armor you neglect more so than others?
Fill in the columns below with reasons why it is important to put on the armor personally and as an artist.
Pieces of Armor:

Important to put on as an artist because:

Belt of truth
Breastplate of righteousness
Feet fitted with the Gospel of Peace
Shield of faith
Helmet of Salvation
Sword of the Spirit
Closing Prayer
Share requests with each other and pray for one another. Respond to what you learned through the lesson in your
prayer.
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Lesson 2: Belt of Truth (Who is God?)
Introduction
Two types of truth are foundational to the effectiveness of spiritual warfare. One is the knowledge of the truth
of God. Who is He? What is He like? What does He do? The second is knowing the truth about who I am in Christ. Satan,
who is known as the Deceiver and Father of Lies, will try his best to deceive us into believing a lie instead of the truth.
The belt of truth is meant to prepare us for battle. First century soldiers would "gird up their loins" meaning that they
would hike up their long flowing robes so they could move unencumbered and ready for action. Also, the belt of Roman
armor would holster the sword for easy access. The first piece of armor Paul talks about in Ephesians is the "belt of
truth." Its purpose is to prepare us for battle that we may move around unrestrained and ready for action. If we believe
lies about God, our faith in Him will be affected and we will be struck motionless, unable to progress in battle. Today we
are going to look at what God's word has to say about who God is. Tomorrow, we'll look at the truth of who we are in
Him.
Observation
David's Perspective
We must not neglect putting on the belt of truth, or we will be rendered useless in battle. Take for example, the story of
David and Goliath. Turn to 1 Samuel 17 and read the whole account. As you go, you may want to turn to the notes section in the back of the manual and take notes, or underline the text when something sticks out to you. Be an active listener and reader.
Write down in whom or what these key characters put their faith.
Saul and all the Israelite army:
Goliath and the Philistines:
David:
According to Scripture, how did Saul and the Israelites feel when they heard Goliath’s big talk and saw his impressive
stature? (v. 11)
When David inquired about Goliath, how did his brothers react?

How did David's brothers react when David was inquiring about Goliath?

What else did you notice in the story? What stuck out to you from which you can draw implications for spiritual warfare?

Jesus is called "the truth." Read John 14: 1-14. What is the key statement that can really cause dissension in today's society and why?

Why mustn't we buy into the lie that truth is relative?

What other observations do you have about this passage in John 14?

3

Application
Praise be to God! He is a knowable God. He wants us to know who He is. He has told us time and time again in His Word
who He is. If you have time now, look at the extensive list in your folders with the names of God. The names describe His
character. They tell us who He is. You might also want to read and discuss the S.M. Lockeridge sermon called "That's my
King" (See the appendix).

What are some truths you know and have experienced about God? Who is He? What is He like? What does He do?
Share a few and write them down before moving on with the lesson.

Which truths about God do you tend to lose sight most often? What about how it specifically relates to you as an artist,
or in your interactions with other artists?

Practically, what does it look like to "put on the belt of truth"?

How might others view you or respond to you if you are clothed in truth?

Closing Prayer
Suggestion: Use popcorn style prayer to praise God. One person can lead out in prayer by saying "We praise you and
thank you God, because you are…" and then everyone can pray as they feel led, using one word or simple phrases to express who God is and what He has done for us.
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Lesson 3: Belt of Truth (Who am I in Christ?)
Introduction
In Neil T. Anderson's book, The Bondage Breaker, he tells a story about his childhood: His dad, his brother and
he would visit a neighbor who had an aggressive little dog that scared him to death. The dog would yap, and Neil would
run. Then dog would chase him and Neil would hop for safety onto the pickup truck. Everyone else could see that there
was no real harm, but it didn't matter. In his mind the dog was more powerful. Eventually, he would gain courage, come
down from the truck, kick a rock toward the dog and the dog would hastily run away. This is the paragraph that follows
that story in the book:
Satan is like that yappy little dog: deceiving people into fearing him more than God. His power is in the
lie. He is the father of lies (John 8:44) who deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9), and consequently the
whole world is under the influence of the evil one (1 John 5:19). He can do nothing about your position in Christ,
but if he can deceive you into believing his lies about you and God, you will spend a lot of time on top of the
pickup truck! You don't have to outshout him or outmuscle him to be free of his influence. You just have to out
truth him. Believe, declare, and act upon the truth of God's Word, and you will thwart Satan's strategy.*
What's your initial reaction to that story? Can you relate? Do you see how that's true in your own life?
Observation
The book of Ephesians details our identity in Christ. Check out the following passages and write down any truths you see
about who you are as a believer.
In Christ, I am/have: (From Ephesians 1:3 - 13)

Contrast Who you Used to be with you you are now in Christ: (From Ephesians 2:1-10)

All of these things mentioned thus far describe our identity positionally "in Christ." The key phrase is “in Christ.” We
have not done anything to earn this position. It is solely by God's grace that He has blessed, chosen, adopted, redeemed,
forgiven, and seated us in the heavenly places with Christ. Romans 8:16-18 says that we are not just "children of God"
but "co-heirs" with Christ! We are sons and daughters of the King of Kings and have a sure inheritance "in Christ!"
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What truth is expressed in Ephesians 4:14-16 about our relationship with others and our relationship with God?

Application
Remember the story of David and Goliath? He remembered what God had done through him to kill the lion and the
bear. He recognized that it wasn't by his own strength that he killed them. Nevertheless, it was still David who was physically present wrestling with the bear. It was God’s strength, but David’s body that made this possible. In all of our battles, we must be physically present, but rely on God’s strength. Because David knew and put his faith in past victories of
God in His life, David was secure in the Lord, knowing that He would pull through for him again with Goliath. Looking
back over your life, when are when have you seen God be victorious through your life?

How often do your actions show that you believe that you are accepted, secure, and significant in Christ?

If you have time, take a look at the bookmarks which were handed out with the Bible studies titled "Who I am in Christ."
Go through the list. Write down any that you struggle to believe.

Make a commitment to memorize verses which will remind you that you are these things through Christ.

How does believing these truths prepare you for the spiritual battles ahead?

What are some spiritual battles you've faced in your personal life and particularly regarding your art or being a part of
an artistic community?

Closing Prayer
Praise God for the position He has given to you. Respond by thanking Him for the things that most impress you about
His love and care for you.

*Neil T. Anderson, The Bondage Breaker., Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1990) p 22.
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Lesson 4: Breastplate of Righteousness
Introduction
"Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.” (Ephesians 6:14)
In your own words, define righteousness:

Here's how Webster's 1828 dictionary describes it:
RIGHTEOUSNESS, n. ri'chusness.
1. Purity of heart and rectitude of life; conformity of heart and life to the divine law. Righteousness, as
used in Scripture and theology, in which it is chiefly used, is nearly equivalent to holiness, comprehend
ing holy principles and affections of heart, and conformity of life to the divine law. It includes all we call
justice, honesty and virtue, with holy affections; in short, it is true religion.
2. Applied to God, the perfection or holiness of his nature; exact rectitude; faithfulness.
3. The active and passive obedience of Christ, by which the law of God is fulfilled. Daniel 9.
4. Justice; equity between man and man. Luke 1.
5. The cause of our justification.
The Lord our righteousness. Jer. 23.
Observation
What part of the body does a breastplate protect?
Abraham, who was known as a righteous man. Why was he declared righteous? (Romans 4:1-3)

Read Romans 3:10-31, writing down key phrases or underlining them as you go.

How does it describe people who have no fear of God? (10-18)

What is the purpose of the law? (v. 20)

How can we be declared righteous? (21-24)

Since our righteousness doesn't come about as a result of our actions, there is no cause to boast. Why is it important to
realize this in the context of engaging in spiritual warfare?

So far, we have looked at righteousness in the sense that we have already obtained it through Jesus Christ. Though we
already declared righteous in God's sight, we are called to pursue righteousness because we are children of God. It is not
fitting any longer to pursue unrighteousness.
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Read Ephesians 4:17 - 5:16 and then describe what it looks like to pursue righteous living.

Application
Why are we to live righteously? (4:22-24, 5:1, 8-17)

How does donning the breastplate of righteousness (both the righteousness appointed to you by faith in Christ, and the
kind that you are pursuing as a child of God) prepare you for spiritual battles? Particularly battles you will face in the arts
world?

In the [arts] world, you will be surrounded by people who are described in Romans 3:1-18. As you hold out the message
of the hope of the Gospel, you will no doubt receive opposition by the spiritual forces at work on earth. Satan will not
want you to share the Good News with your friends and colleagues. He may attack your righteousness and try to deceive you into thinking that you are still a slave to sin. It is vastly important to "put on the breastplate of righteousness"
daily to prepare for the battles that will come.

Close in Prayer
Praise the Lord that He has already caused you to be righteous in the Father's eyes by satisfying God's wrath for your
sin. Commit to a life of righteous pursuit.
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Lesson 5: Shoes of the Gospel of Peace
Introduction
"Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.” (Ephesians 6:14)
How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
"Your God reigns!" (Isaiah 52:7)
Did you ever prepare for a natural disaster like a tornado, earthquake or hurricane? One of the precautions you have
taken may have been to sleep with your shoes on or right next to your bed in case you needed to run for safety quickly
during the night. What is the purpose of the shoes of a warrior?

Observation
According to Ephesians 5:14, where does our readiness come from?
David understood physical battles well. Even in those physical battles, he recognized that it was God who saved him and
provided for him. Read this short account from one of his songs of praise:
"You are my lamp, Oh Lord; the Lord turns my darkness into light. With your help I can advance against a troop;
with my God I can scale a wall. As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless. He is a shield for all who
take refuge in him. For who is God besides the Lord? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with
strength and makes my way perfect. He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me to stand on the heights. He
trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze. You give me your shield of victory; you stoop down to
make me great. You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles do not turn."
What is the implication behind the gospel of peace being worn on your feet?

Read 1 Peter 3:15-22. What does verse 15 instruct us to do?

How does it go on to describe the hope we have? (18-22)

Where is Jesus Christ right now? (v.22)

Where are we "seated" right now? (Ephesians 2:6)

What does this infer about spiritual warfare?
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Application
Take some time to familiarize yourselves with the 4 Spiritual Laws books handed out with these Bible studies. They're a
great tool to use in sharing the gospel with others.

Describe how the "gospel of peace" applies to your daily life?

How does it prepare you for spiritual warfare? And how would the lack of it make you be more susceptible to the deception of the powers of darkness?

Close in Prayer
Praise the Lord for the gospel of peace which is not only for initial salvation, but for daily life.

10

Lesson 6: Shield - Living by Faith
Introduction (You can see the appendix for an extensive definition of the word "faith.")
Faith as small as a mustard seed can move mountains. The amount of faith you have is not so important. It's not about
your big faith. It's about believing in a big God. What is your response to these statements?
A first century Roman shield would have been about four feet tall and two feet wide. It was intended to shield the entire
body, and soldiers could link their shields and advance as one in a phalanx. This is most likely the picture the Ephesians
would have had in mind when the read, "In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. " (Ephesians 6:16)
Observation
According to the verse above, answer these questions:
What shields us from the flaming arrows?
How many flaming arrows can the shield extinguish?
Where do the flaming arrows come from?
Read Matthew 8:23-27. What was the result of the lack of faith on the part of the disciples in this story?

The spirit of fear and timidity does not come from God. Read 2 Timothy 1:5-7 and Romans 8:15-17 and share your observations.

Read Matthew 6:25-34. Can you identify the lies of Satan that would cause someone to worry about such things?

Notice how faith combats lies with the truth. What is the truth found in this passage? (v. 32-34)

The term "righteousness" appears again in this passage. What is the opposite of pursuing righteousness? (v. 32)

What else do you observe in this passage?

Acts 6 and 7 contain the fascinating story of Stephen's faith. Read Acts 6 and 7:54-60.
First, take note the qualifications in Acts 6:3 for the men who were to manage the distribution of food.

What impressed the Apostles about Stephen? (6:5)

How else is he described later? (6:8)
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The men who opposed him could not come up with any valid claims against him, so they had to make up lies. Stephen,
however, who was full of faith, God's grace, power, and of the Holy Spirit was able to stand his ground. This man who
was chosen for the seemingly simple task of food distribution was chosen by God for mightier things. The religious leaders argued with him, but they "could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke."
Describe Stephen's countenance and disposition as he was being accused (6:15) and even later as he was being stoned
to death.

How did faith help Stephen in this battle?

The physical battle may have been lost, but in what sense was Stephen's spiritual battle won?

Application
Identify some flaming arrows that the powers of darkness aim at you. What are they?

How does faith shield you from these arrows?

As an artist, do you find that there are particular darts that he regularly aims your way?

How can you practically put faith to use and be shielded from those darts?

Stephen was not called to be an Apostle. He was given a job to free the Apostles up to do their work better. Even so, because he was full of faith and full of the Spirit, God was able to use him in mighty ways through something as ordinary
(seemingly unimportant) as food service. If you ever feel like being an artist isn’t an important career to pursue
(especially compared with careers of religious service - pastoral, missional, etc.) - watch out! God may use you for something greater than you could imagine, just like he did with Stephen. Have faith in Him, put on His Armor and seek Him
daily. He will do the rest.

Are you okay with knowing that Spiritual victories might not always manifest themselves in physical ways (like in the story of Stephen)?

Close in Prayer
It has been said that faith as small as a mustard seed can move mountains. The amount of faith you have is not so important. It's not about your big faith. It's about believing in a big God. As you pray together tonight, ask God to open
your eyes to see the immensity of His nature and character.
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Lesson 7: Helmet of Salvation
Introduction
"The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation." (Exodus 15:2)
"I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior.” (Isaiah 43:11)
Everyone loves a superhero who rushes in to save the day at the last moment when it seemed that all hope was gone. The
hero receives fame and glory, and rightfully so. Today we'll take a fresh look at the familiar story of the crossing of the Red
Sea. It seemed sure to the Israelites their peril was at hand. However, God stepped in and saved the Israelites by His
mighty hand. He was their salvation, and He is our salvation much the same.
Observation
Read Exodus 14. Fill out the chart below:
Key Characters

Their Dispositions/Attitudes

What details stuck out to you this time that perhaps you didn't remember from previous times reading through the story.

What is the difference between the fear in verses 10 and 31?

What are the implications we can draw from this story about spiritual warfare?

Application
Who does your salvation come from?
Read this portion extracted from The Bondage Breaker and respond to it:
"In the metaphor of armor, the helmet secures coverage for the most critical part of your anatomy: your mind,
where spiritual battles are either won or lost. As you struggle… on a daily basis, stand firm knowing that your salvation
does not come and go with your success or failure in spiritual battle; your salvation is your eternal possession. You are a
child of God, and nothing can separate you from the love of Christ (Romans 8:35)." … "The Christian warrior wears the helmet of salvation in the sense that he is the receiver and possessor of deliverance, clothed and armed in the victory of his
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Head, Jesus Christ. Satan is the ruler of this world, and the whole world is in his power (John 12:31; 1 John 5:19). Therefore
we are still in his territory as long as we are present in our physical bodies. But since we are joined to the Lord Jesus Christ,
the devil has no legitimate claim on us, for Christ has ‘delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son' (Colossians 1:13).”*

Close in Prayer
Respond to the Lord, thanking him for the assurance of your salvation.
*Neil T. Anderson, The Bondage Breaker., Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1990) p 83.
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Lesson 8: Sword - God's Words
Introduction
Some people say, "Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me." But does anyone really believe
that? The Bible clearly paints a different picture about the power of our words. "The tongue has the power of life and
death, and those who love it will eat its fruit." (Proverbs 18:21)
There is one particular word of great importance. That is, the name of Jesus, as demonstrated in the following passage:
"Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, of the glory of God the Father." It is clear that the name of Jesus commands authority and power.
The Sword is the one offensive weapon in the list of God's armor. While the other items prepare, shield, and protect us
for battle, the sword is meant to fight back. We will see that the "sword of the Spirit - that is the Word of God" is powerful, making way for salvation and freedom. In Ephesians 6:17, Paul used the word rhema, which may mean that Paul is
referring to the spoken Word of God, as opposed to the written word. Therefore, when James says, "Submit therefore
to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you," you have a weapon with which to resist him. Speak the Words of God,
because they are powerful.
Observation
One of the clearest images of the power of the Word of the Lord is seen in Ezekiel 37. Turn there and read verses 1-14.

Write down and discuss your initial observations about this awesome picture.

What do you notice in particular about Ezekiel's response to the Lord in verse 3?

What is the significance that the bones were dry?

How is it that the bones came together, put on flesh and came to life?

Read Acts 19:11-20. How did the name of Jesus backfire on the Jews who were trying to drive out evil spirits in His
name?

How did God use this situation to His glory?
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Read Hebrews 4:12-13. How does this passage describe the word of God?

Read Revelation 1:16a. Who is described here as having a tongue as a sharp double-edged sword?
Read 2 Peter 1:21. How does this give us hope and trust in the Bible?

How did Jesus combat Satan when he was tempted in the desert? (Matthew 4:1-11)

What was Satan's response to Jesus' encounter with him? (v. 11)

Application
1 Peter 5:8 says "your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour." God has not
left us empty handed for the battles that will come. Satan has no power to devour us because we are seated "in Christ."
James 4:7 says that if you “submit to God and resist the devil, he will flee from you.” That is a promise.
How can we make use of the Sword of the Spirit in our own lives?

What do we need to be careful about in using the name of Jesus?

How might you exercise the Words of God on behalf of another person who is engaged in spiritual battle?

Closing Prayer
Thank God for His Word and for the power of His name, and make a commitment to be careful with your words, knowing that in them is life and death.
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Lesson 9: Umbrella of Prayer
Introduction
Even though Jesus was in essence God, he spent much time in prayer while walking this earth, communing with God the
Father. He made every effort to seek solitary places and pray. If He felt this was necessary, how much more is it necessary that we rely on prayer?
In the book, The Bondage Breaker, Anderson interviewed a man who had been a high priest in the upper echelons of Satanism. Six months later when Anderson asked him the question "What is the Christian's first line of defense against demonic influence?" He answered, "Prayer. And when you pray, mean it. Fervent prayer thwarts Satan's activity like
nothing else."*
What is prayer? In your own words, define prayer and what you believe to be the purpose of prayer.

Observation
Ephesians 6:18 says, "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints."
In the Spirit
Praying "in the Spirit" is a hard concept to understand. Read Romans 8:26-27 and Galatians 5:25, which might shed
some light on this, then share your thoughts.

The Spirit also helps us pray in that He overcomes our reluctance, helping us desire prayer. See Zech. 12:10, Romans
8:15 and Galatians 4:6.
With all Kinds of Prayers
We are instructed to come to God with "all kinds of prayers." Think of and list different kinds of prayer.

What was one of the first prayers you remember God answering in your life?

Be Alert and Keep Praying for Each Other
What's the significance of this command to spiritual warfare?

Prayer, Forgiveness, and Fasting
Read Matthew 6:5-18 and summarize each section below.
(5 - 8)
(9-15)
(16-18)
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What are the main points from of the teachings on prayer and fasting?

Verses 14-15 are unique. What do they tell us about the nature of prayer?
Jesus' Prayer for his Followers
Read John 17:6-26. Here Jesus prays first for his disciples, and then for all of his followers to come. List the individual requests recorded from his prayer:

Does this reflect the way Christians often pray for one another? How much of your prayer time is spent praying for unity
and spiritual protection from the evil one?

Read Luke 18:1-8. What principles can we learn from this parable?

Read Matthew 12:7-11 and answer the following questions:
Why does God answer our prayers?
What kind of gifts does God the Father give his children?
Application
Prayer is not optional in the life of a believer. To pray is to have fellowship with God. What keeps you from praying more
often?

God always wants us to come to Him in all things. Can you see how the reason you gave for not praying may be a result
of a lie from the evil one that you have chosen to buy into?

What motivates you to pray as much as you do?
Robert A .Cook said that "The price of leadership is prayer." As you approach this next school year and are going to be in
a position of spiritual leadership, prayer is necessary for the spiritual battles you will encounter! Remember what the
former Satanist said as quoted in the beginning of this lesson? "When you pray, mean it. Fervent prayer thwarts Satan's
activity like nothing else."
Closing Prayer
What is one "impossible" prayer request that you have, where you know it will take a miracle to happen? Write it down
and share it with the others. In the back of this booklet, write down each person's "impossible" prayer request and commit to praying for each other about these prayer requests throughout the year. Remember, God hears the persistent
prayers of his people. Pray tonight for those "impossible" requests. My mom always says, "What is 'impossible' to man is
‘Him-possible’ with God."
*Neil T. Anderson, The Bondage Breaker., Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1990) p 86.
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Lesson 10: Who is Satan?
Introduction
Many people choose to ignore that there are spiritual forces at work in the world. They choose to believe only
in what can be tested and measured in the physical realm. Other people may have an unhealthy interest in
spiritual forces, to the point where they become deceived by the angel of light. Spirituality seems to be on the
rise these days. Being interested in "spiritual things" is becoming more accepted and popular. This is why we
need to know who the enemy is and how he works.
"Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your
stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms." (Ephesians 6:10-12)
Observation*
Satan's Personality
We see in the Bible that Satan has capabilities of intelligence (2 Corinthians 2:11), emotion (Revelation 12:12),
will (Jude 9), speech (Matthew 4:1-11), and moral responsibility (Matthew 25:41).
Look up the following verses and write down his descriptive titles:
John 17:15
1 Thessalonians 3:5
John 16:11
Ephesians 2:2
Ephesians 2:2
Matthew 12:24
2 Corinthians 4:4
Revelation 12:10
Revelation 12:9
John 8:44
Descriptive images used for Satan are serpent, dragon, leviathan, angel of light, a roaring lion, and perhaps "a
fallen star." (Genesis 2-3, Revelation 12-13, Isaiah 27:1, 2 Corinthians 11:14, 1 Peter 5:8-9, Rev. 9:1)
We don't know much about Satan before his moral fall. We can assume that he was created with the rest of
God's angelic beings during His creation activity. After his rebellion and after he brought condemnation for humankind through his deceit of Adam and Eve, God cursed him for his actions. See Genesis 3:14-15.
He stands in opposition against God. Write down how we see that opposition in the following verses: (You
may need to read the surrounding verses to understand the context.)
Genesis 3:4-5
2 Thessalonians 2:9
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2 Corinthians 11:14-15
Satan's Limitations
Sometimes we tend to view evil as an opposite, but equal force to good. Satan and God are not equals on opposite ends of the spectrum. Satan was a created being and therefore has no authority over his creator.
What conclusions can we draw about his limitations from the following passages?
Job 1:6, 2:1, Matthew 25:41
Job 1:12, Matthew 4:1
Job 1:7, 1 Peter 5:8
Revelation 12:7-9
Job 1-2
James 4:7
1 John 4:4
Application
How does knowing the enemy better help you know how to resist him?

As believers, Satan need not be feared. As we have been studying what the Bible has to say about him and his
position, what has brought reassurance to you the most?

What is the spiritual climate of your arts school or organization? Can you think of any strongholds the enemy
has in those places?

Write down specific ways to pray for the spiritual protection of the school or arts organization you will be involved with this coming year.

Closing Prayer
Thank God that He is the ultimate victor; He is stronger than Satan and all the evil forces at work in this world.
Thank Him that He is stronger "in you" than He who is in the world, and because of that, you have no need to
fear.

*Much of the content of the observation section was based from the Defining Doctrines of the Christian Faith
syllabus by Dr. David R. Plaster, Professor of Theology, Grace College Theological Seminary. (Angelology, 8-23)
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Lesson 11: Enemy Tactics
Introduction
In the last lesson, we mainly talked about who Satan is and what his limitations are. Today we are going to
look at the particular ways that he and the evil spirits at work in this world interact with humans. It is important to understand enemy tactics and strategies in spiritual battles, just as it is in physical battles.
Observation*
First, let's look at the hold that Satan has over the world and see how he influences those who are not believers. Read the following verses and mark down your observations about His relationship to the unsaved:
1 John 3:10-12
1 John 5:19
Luke 8:12, 2 Corinthians 4:4
Ephesians 2:2, Acts 13:8, Rev. 2:13
From the following verses, write your observations about Satan's relationship with believers:
Job 1:9-11, Revelation 12
1 Thessalonians 2:18
Matthew 13:38-39
Revelation 2:10
Matthew 16:21-23, 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, Ephesians 6:11-12
Acts 5:3, 1 Corinthians 7:5

Satan doesn't work alone. As we found out in yesterday's lesson, he is not omnipresent. Since he can only
tempt one person at a time, he has helpers who do his bidding who are also opposed to God. These evil spirits
are often referred to as demons.
The following list contains some of the activities of demons:**
1)
Promote idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14, 19-21
2)
Can cause mental disorders (Mark 5:15, Luke 9:39)
3)
Cause physical infirmities (Matthew 9:32-33, Luke 13:11-16
4)
Spread false doctrine (1 Kings 22:22, 1 Timothy 4:1)
5)
Perform "signs" and "miracles" (Revelation 16:14)
6)
Give super-human strength (Mark 5:2-4)

Read Jude 8-9. What can we take away from this passage about how to deal with Satan?
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Application
Why is it important that we put on the full armor of God?

How does the armor of God protects us from the various enemy tactics?
Are you made newly aware of any ways Satan and his demons have been at work in your life?

What is the difference between the voice of the conviction of the Holy Spirit versus the voice of accusation
from Satan? Why is it important for us to recognize the difference?

Closing Prayer
Pray through Romans 8:28-39, thanking the Father for the truths you see about being "more than conquerors"
through Him. Rejoice that nothing, nothing at all, can separate you from the love of Christ Jesus our Lord.

*Much of the content of the observation section was based from the Defining Doctrines of the Christian Faith
syllabus by Dr. David R. Plaster, Professor of Theology, Grace College Theological Seminary. (Angelology, 8-23)
**You may be familiar with the terms "demon possession," "demonic oppression," or you may have heard of
someone who was "demonized." I left those topics pretty well alone because I know that I'm not an expert on
them and I didn't want to handle the topics inappropriately. If you want to know more about these topics, or
if you think that you or someone you know may be experiencing the manipulative control of demons, I encourage you to talk to Joyce Swingle (Pastoral Care Counselor) or Jay Bell (LBS Seminar Key Speaker, Week 1)
while you're here at MasterWorks. They have more experience and knowledge about these topics and would
be happy to talk with you.
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Appendix
Lesson One: Overview of Spiritual Warfare
Model Prayer for Putting on the Armor of God
Dear Jesus,
1. Today, I put the Belt of Truth around my waist. Father, I commit myself to your truth today. By your strength, I will resist the temptation to stand on the “truth” of the world. You alone are my foundation of truth and today I will trust in
you.
2. Today I put on the Breastplate of Righteousness. I recognize that I am righteous because of Jesus, not because of my
own deeds. I claim victory in Christ through the power of His resurrection.
3. I put on the shoes of the Gospel of Peace. I want to experience your gospel at work in my life today. Let me be a light
today that shines the gospel in a dark world. Thank you that the gospel brings peace to all who believe in Jesus.
4. I take up the Shield of Faith today. I cannot ward off the flaming arrows without Jesus. I put my faith today in Jesus
Christ who has complete authority and power over Satan and all the evil forces at work in the world today. I trust that
He will protect me. Grant me faith that I will continue in your will.
5. I place on my head the Helmet of Salvation. You are Yeshua, my Salvation. Deliver me from the evil one today. Protect
my mind, my body and my spirit by the power of Your name.
6. I take up the Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Jesus, you are the living and active Word of God. Fill me
with your words as battles arise today. I want to apply the wisdom of your Word to all of life’s circumstances thrown my
way.
Lesson Two: The Belt of Truth (Who is God?)
The late Dr. S.M. Lockeridge, a preacher from San Diego, California who said these words in a sermon in Detroit in 1976:
My King was born King. The Bible says He's a Seven Way King. He's the King of the Jews - that's an Ethnic King. He's the
King of Israel - that's a National King. He's the King of righteousness. He's the King of the ages. He's the King of Heaven.
He's the King of glory. He's the King of kings and He is the Lord of lords. Now that's my King.
Well, I wonder if you know Him. Do you know Him? Don't try to mislead me. Do you know my King? David said the Heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His handiwork. My King is the only one of whom there are no
means of measure that can define His limitless love. No far seeing telescope can bring into visibility the coastline of the
shore of His supplies. No barriers can hinder Him from pouring out His blessing. He's enduringly strong. He's entirely sincere. He's eternally steadfast. He's immortally graceful. He's imperially powerful. He's impartially merciful. That's my
King.
He's God's Son. He's the sinner's saviour. He's the centrepiece of civilization. He stands alone in Himself. He's honest.
He's unique. He's unparalleled. He's unprecedented. He's supreme. He's pre-eminent. He's the grandest idea in literature. He's the highest personality in philosophy. He's the supreme problem in higher criticism. He's the fundamental
doctrine of historic theology. He's the carnal necessity of spiritual religion. That's my King.
He's the miracle of the age. He's the superlative of everything good that you choose to call Him. He's the only one able
to supply all our needs simultaneously. He supplies strength for the weak. He's available for the tempted and the tried.
He sympathizes and He saves. He's the Almighty God who guides and keeps all his people. He heals the sick. He cleanses
the lepers. He forgives sinners. He discharged debtors. He delivers the captives. He defends the feeble. He blesses the
young. He serves the unfortunate. He regards the aged. He rewards the diligent and He beautifies the meek. That's my
King.

23

Do you know Him? Well, my King is a King of knowledge. He's the wellspring of wisdom. He's the doorway of deliverance. He's the pathway of peace. He's the roadway of righteousness. He's the highway of holiness. He's the gateway of
glory. He's the master of the mighty. He's the captain of the conquerors. He's the head of the heroes. He's the leader of
the legislatures. He's the overseer of the overcomers. He's the governor of governors. He's the prince of princes. He's
the King of kings and He's the Lord of lords. That's my King.
His office is manifold. His promise is sure. His light is matchless. His goodness is limitless. His mercy is everlasting. His
love never changes. His Word is enough. His grace is sufficient. His reign is righteous. His yoke is easy and His burden is
light. I wish I could describe Him to you . . .but He's indescribable. He's indescribable. That's my King.
He's incomprehensible. He's invincible. He's irresistible. I'm coming to tell you this, that the heavens of heavens can't
contain Him, let alone some man explain Him. You can't get Him out of your mind. You can't get Him off of your hands.
You can't outlive Him and you can't live without Him. The Pharisees couldn't stand Him, but they found out they couldn't
stop Him. Pilate couldn't find any fault in Him. The witnesses couldn't get their testimonies to agree about Him. Herod
couldn't kill Him. Death couldn't handle Him and the grave couldn't hold Him. That's my King.
He always has been and He always will be. I'm talking about the fact that He had no predecessor and He'll have no successor. There's nobody before Him and there'll be nobody after Him. You can't impeach Him and He's not going to resign. That's my King! That's my King!
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Well, all the power belongs to my King. We're around here talking
about black power and white power and green power, but in the end all that matters is God's power. Thine is the power.
Yeah. And the glory. We try to get prestige and honour and glory for ourselves, but the glory is all His. Yes. Thine is the
Kingdom and the power and glory, forever and ever and ever and ever. How long is that? And ever and ever and ever
and ever. And when you get through with all of the 'ever's, then . . .Amen.
You can also do a YouTube search of this sermon by searching for “That’s My King.” One particularly beautiful video can
be found here: http://www.watershedcreative.org/index/?p=49
Lesson 4: Breastplate of Righteousness
1 John 5:18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God (Jesus) keeps him
safe and the evil one cannot harm him. We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the
control of the evil one. We know also that the Son of God has come and given us understanding, so that we may know
him who is true. And we are in Him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
Lesson 5: Shoes of the Gospel of Peace
The 4 Spiritual Laws booklets are printed by Campus Crusade for Christ and are available inexpensively through their
website. They’re a great tool to use in sharing the gospel with others.
Phil 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.”
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Lesson 6: Shield of Faith
*FAITH, n. [L. fides, fido, to trust; Gr. to persuade, to draw towards any thing, to conciliate; to believe, to obey. In the
Greek Lexicon of Hederic it is said, the primitive signification of the verb is to bind and draw or lead, as signifies a rope or
cable. But this remark is a little incorrect. The sense of the verb, from which that of rope and binding is derived, is to
strain, to draw, and thus to bind or make fast. A rope or cable is that which makes fast. Heb.]
1. Belief; the assent of the mind to the truth of what is declared by another, resting on his authority and veracity, without other evidence; the judgment that what another states or testifies is the truth. I have strong faith or
no faith in the testimony of a witness, or in what a historian narrates.
2. The assent of the mind to the truth of a proposition advanced by another; belief, or probable evidence of any
kind.
3. In theology, the assent of the mind or understanding to the truth of what God has revealed. Simple belief of
the scriptures, of the being and perfections of God, and of the existence, character and doctrines of Christ,
founded on the testimony of the sacred writers, is called historical or speculative faith; a faith little distinguished
from the belief of the existence and achievements of Alexander or of Cesar.
4. Evangelical, justifying, or saving faith, is the assent of the mind to the truth of divine revelation, on the authority of God's testimony, accompanied with a cordial assent of the will or approbation of the heart; an entire
confidence or trust in God's character and declarations, and in the character and doctrines of Christ, with an unreserved surrender of the will to his guidance, and dependence on his merits for salvation. In other words, that
firm belief of God's testimony, and of the truth of the gospel, which influences the will, and leads to an entire
reliance on Christ for salvation.
Being justified by faith. Rom. 5.
Without faith it is impossible to please God. Heb. 11.
For we walk by faith, and not by sight. 2Cor. 5.
With the heart man believeth to righteousness. Rom. 10.
The faith of the gospel is that emotion of the mind, which is called trust or confidence, exercised towards the
moral character of God, and particularly of the Savior.
Faith is an affectionate practical confidence in the testimony of God.
Faith is an affectionate practical confidence in the testimony of God.
Faith is a firm, cordial belief in the veracity of God, in all the declarations of his word; or a full and affectionate
confidence in the certainty of those things which God has declared, and because he has declared them.
5. The object of belief; a doctrine or system of doctrines believed; a system of revealed truths received by christians.
They heard only, that he who persecuted us in times past, now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.
Gal. 1.
6. The promises of God, or his truth and faithfulness.
shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? Rom. 3.
7. An open profession of gospel truth.
Your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. Rom. 1.
8. A persuasion or belief of the lawfulness of things indifferent.
Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself before God. Rom 14.
9. Faithfulness; fidelity; a strict adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises.
Her failing, while her faith to me remains, I would conceal.
Children in whom is no faith. Deut. 32.
10. Word or honor pledged; promise given; fidelity. He violated his plighted faith.
For you alone I broke my faith with injured Palamon.
11. Sincerity; honesty; veracity; faithfulness. We ought in good faith, to fulfill all our engagements.
12. Credibility or truth. Unusual.
The faith of the foregoing narrative.

*Noah Webster; The 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language.

26

Notes

27

Notes

28

Notes

“This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his
commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith.” 1 John 5:3-4
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