In Christ

...In the Arts

Soli Deo Glo
ria!

MasterWorks Festival
2009 Bible Study
(Student Edition)

Dear MasterWorks Student,
You are indeed a work of the Master and we are glad you’re here! Year after year, the
Bible studies at MasterWorks have been one of the top ranking activities of the festival
according to the end of the summer survey. As you study God’s Word together with other
students and faculty members, you will grow to know God better and understand how His
Word applies to you as an artist. Many long lasting friendships have developed from the
Bible studies at MasterWorks and I hope this will be true for you this summer.
Please read the forward for helpful information before you begin the studies. If you have
any questions about Bible studies while you’re here (either regarding your group placement
or the materials) feel free to ask me. There are a lot of people at MasterWorks, so I’m
adding my picture below so you can find me. I’m frequently in my office in the Gordon Rec.
Center, or you can always look for me at lunchtime. I look forward to meeting you!
Attached to the outside of this manual is a bookmark
titled “Who I am in Christ.” That is my gift to you.
Let me suggest that if you’re not sure what to do
during your quiet times in the afternoons, you might
take some time to read through it and look up the
Bible references. I hope it’s as helpful to you as it has
been to me.

Direct Bible Study Questions to Me
Sincerely in Christ,
Joy Freschly
biblestudy@christianperformingart.org
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For God was pleased to
have all his fullness dwell in
[Christ Jesus], and through him
to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things
in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the
cross. Once you were alienated
from God and were enemies in
your minds because of your evil
behavior. But now he has
reconciled you by Christ's physical
body through death to present you
holy in his sight, without blemish
and free from accusation - if you
continue in your faith, established
and firm, not moved from the hope
held out in the gospel.
Colossians 1: 19-23a
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In Christ

...In the Arts
Forward

The design of the MasterWorks Festival Bible Study is modelled after sonata form. This was a clever idea
CPAF came up with years ago to gain the interest of musicians. Unfortunately, sonata form does not mean much
to dancers and actors. We hope that if you fall under that category, you will enjoy the layout regardless. Please
note that when we refer to “artists” in this handbook, the term refers to any performing artist involved in theatre,
dance or music. Before you get started, we want you help you understand the format of the studies to maximize
your time in the Word of God together.
Introduction (Getting to know you, suggested 10-15 minutes)
Open with prayer and spend a bit of time getting to know each other. Use the questions in this section to
get you started. The Bible studies often produce meaningful relationships that last a lifetime, so enjoy this
opportunity to get to know a small group of artists who are interested in the same things as you. The questions
usually have something to do with the topic of the evening. Please do not spend more than 15 minutes on this
section. The main idea behind these Bible studies is to get you into the Word and engage you with what God
has to say to you as an artist.
Exposition (Scripture to read together, approximately 5-10 minutes)
Read the opening scriptures aloud. The leader may choose to appoint one person, ask for volunteers, or
have everyone take turns reading. Be an active reader so that when it comes to the questions, you will
remember what you have read.
Development (Study questions for discussion, suggested 30-40 minutes)
Here we take a closer look at what scripture says. Be sure to look back to the text for the answers. It’s
okay to offer your personal opinions, but the primary objective is to see what God himself has to say in his Holy
Word.
Recapitulation (Final thoughts and application, suggested 20-30 minutes)
Most, if not all of the questions up until now were directly related to what the text said and meant. Now
we approach some of the most crucial questions: What does the text mean for you personally and as an artist?
What call to action or being has God laid upon your heart through His Word? This is where we really begin to
see what it looks like to live as a disciple of Christ in the modern arts community. This is where we apply God’s
word to our individual lives.
Coda (Closing prayer or song, suggested 5-10 minutes)
This is where you are prompted to end with a closing prayer or song. Don’t be limited by what is written
in the manual. Please make use of the space in the back of the manual to record prayer requests.
Appendix
This is where you are prompted to end with a closing prayer or song. Don’t be limited by what is written
in the manual. Please make use of the space in the back of the manual to record prayer requests.
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Lesson 1: Jesus Christ, Son of God
INTRODUCTION (Getting to Know You and Lesson Intro)
Let's start by getting to know one another. Have each member of your group tell their name, their art
form, where they're from, and perhaps the leader can choose another topic to include in the first
round of introductions.
Let's look at Jesus' relationship with God the Father. While we believe that Jesus is God, we also
believe he functions as the Son in the Trinity. The Trinity is no doubt a hard subject to wrap our minds
around, and we're not seeking to do that today. Because the trinity exists, however, we are able to
see that God is, by nature, a relational being. For this study, we simply want to look at what the Word
of God says about the relationship between Jesus and the Father. In the next few days, we'll take a
look the role of the Holy Spirit and what our relationship to the Godhead is individually and
corporately as a church. These building blocks are meant to lay a good foundation for the coming
lessons on what it means for a believer to be "in Christ." And more specifically - what it looks like to
abide in Christ as an artist.
EXPOSITION (Opening Scripture)
John 14:5-14
DEVELOPMENT (Study Questions)
What do you observe about the relationship between Father and Son from this passage?
Look up the following passages. Use a few words to summarize what each verse says about the
relationship between Jesus with God the Father.
1 Peter 1:20
John 6:38
Matthew 26:42
Acts 2:23, 13:32-33
John 14:30-31
What is the main point here?

Read John 3:16, 35; 14:7, 17:21, Luke 3:21-22, 9:28-36. What is the key point of their relationship
emphasized in these passages?

Read John 10:30-33, 14:9-10 and 17:1-5. What new concepts do we see from these passages?

Even though we've looked at many scriptures today, we have only glazed the surface of the
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relationship between Jesus and God the Father. If we kept going, we would see examples that show
they trust one another (Mark 14:36, Luke 23:46, Matthew 28:18), are faithful and loyal to one another
(John 3:36, John 15:23), honor one another (Matt. 3:16-17, John 15:8), and they each know their
individual functions within the Godhead, and they spend frequent time together (Luke 5:16).

Take a moment to list some common problems that rise up in human interpersonal relationships.

All of these things we listed are a result of The Fall. Conversely, God the Father and God the Son do
not struggle with any of these issues. They are completely unified in their plans, their purpose, their
emotions and their actions.

RECAPITULATION (Application to Life)
Now that you've looked deeper into the relationship between God the Father and God the Son, what
impresses you most about their relationship?

If you are a believer, what hope does it give you to understand the Father's relationship with His Son,
and then to know that God calls you an "adopted son" and "co-heir" with Christ because of His work
through the cross and resurrection (Eph. 1:3-10)?

CODA
Focus your closing prayer on adoration of God the Father and God the Son and the beauty of their
relationship together.
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Lesson 2: The Holy Spirit
INTRODUCTION
Group Question: Everyone has morning rituals; what are yours? How do you begin each day?
Usually, when we look at the Holy Spirit, we think of how he relates to us. While some of the
passages will inevitably talk also about the Holy Spirit’s role in relation to us, what we want to focus
on in this lesson is His role in relation to the Father and Son. We will get to his relationship with
mankind in due time.
EXPOSITION
John 16:5-16
DEVELOPMENT
What are some of the primary roles of the Holy Spirit seen in the John 16 passage?

Jesus and the Holy Spirit: Write a short summary of what each passage says.
Luke 4:1Luke 4:14 Luke 10:21 Romans 1:1-4 -

While the love between the Father and Son is written of frequently in Scripture, there is no direct
mention of love between the Holy Spirit and either Father or Son. Take a look, however, at 1 John
4:16. What can we infer about their relationship from this passage if God is love?

Read Matt. 4:1 and write down what this tells us about the relationship between the Holy Spirit and
Jesus?

Read Luke 24:49, John 14:25 and Acts 2:33. Who promised the coming of the Holy Spirit?

What's the Holy Spirit's responsibility and position within the Trinity?

How do we see that the Holy Spirit honors Jesus in the following passages?
John 15: 26
John 16:12-14
3
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The Father and Son honor the Holy Spirit as well: See Matthew 12:32, Mark 3:28-29. They will not
tolerate humans who speak against the Holy Spirit. That's pretty black and white. Why do you think
that is?

RECAPITULATION
We have seen in the last two days that the members of the trinity fulfill distinct roles, which all work
together for God's ultimate glory. Jesus relied on the power of the Holy Spirit, which was sent by the
Father to complete his ministry. Jesus is our best example of how to live a fulfilled life by the power of
the Holy Spirit.
We begin most days thinking that we can get by on our own strength, do we not? What would happen
if we relied on the Holy Spirit as Jesus did?

How might you change your daily morning habits to include humbling yourself before God and asking
the Holy Spirit to fill you as he filled Jesus?

CODA
Thank God that the Holy Spirit is a part of the Trinity and that He enabled Jesus to accomplish his
work - to make a way of salvation to all those who believe. Pray for the Holy Spirit now to come and
reveal His truth to you during these Bible studies this summer. Confess to Him that you want to be
filled with His Spirit as Jesus was.
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Lesson 3: My Personal Relationship with God
INTRODUCTION
Think of a recent time when you stood up for someone, or when someone stood up for you. What
was the situation? Why did the one person stick up for the other?
Never take the marvellous grace of our Lord for granted. He was not obligated to reveal himself to us,
or to make a way for us to have a relationship with Him. He owed us nothing, but scripture says that
He chose to love us. Is that not amazing? Romans 5:7-8 says, "Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." In a very real way, He stood
up for (or stood in for) us when we didn't deserve it. Can you imagine standing up for someone whom
you knew was clearly in the wrong? It doesn't make sense. It's not logical or just. But it is exactly how
the Lord chose to treat us, therefore let us be thankful! For believers, the message of the gospel is
not only the power of God for salvation, but the answer to everyday living. "Eternal life" talked of in
John 3:16 begins when we accept Christ as Lord and Savior. For the Christian, each day may be
hope-filled, because through Christ, we are filled with the Holy Spirit who testifies that we are now
children of God.
EXPOSITION
Ephesians 1:3-14, 2:1-10
DEVELOPMENT
In Ephesians 1:3 Paul teaches that we have received every spiritual blessing possible through Christ.
Take a few moments to list the blessings he mentions in Eph. 1:3-14.
In Christ, I am (notice that this is present tense)…

What were God's attitudes toward His work we've listed above? (Eph. 1:5, 8-9)

To what purpose does God lavish His grace on us in these ways? (11-12, 14)

In Ephesians 2, Paul contrasts who we were before we knew Christ, with who we are now "in Christ."
Fill out the chart below:
5
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Who I Was (before Christ)

Who I am (In Christ)

How may we receive salvation from God's righteous wrath? (Eph. 2:8-9) And why can we not be
saved by good works?

Read Romans 8:14-17 and John 16:7-15 and then describe in your own words what the Holy Spirit's
relationship is with us and how the Spirit is key to our relationship with the Father and the Son.

RECAPITULATION
It seems unusual to contrast fear with son-ship in Romans 8:15. They don't immediately seem like
opposites. Why do you think Paul did this? See 1 John 4:15-18 if you need help making the
connections.

As an artist, you no doubt have struggled with fear. What are some fears that you have in regard to
the arts?

Isn't the message of the Gospel a relief? We need not fear. God is here. He has revealed himself to
us. In him, we are complete, accepted, secure, and significant.

CODA
Pray that as we continue these lessons God's Holy Spirit would testify to us to who we are "in Christ."
Ask the Holy Spirit to come and open the eyes of the blind and to draw them into an everlasting life
with God.
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Lesson 4: Our Corporate Relationship with God and The World
INTRODUCTION
Often we become like the people we hang out with. Have you seen this to be true in your own life?
Who are you becoming like and in what ways?
From the beginning, God planned to include redeemed humans in His detailed ministry plan. Sometimes the church can get a bad wrap (and rightly so when we fail to represent Christ well), but in
God's eyes, the church is integral to His ministry plan and He has chosen to use believers to spread
the gospel. We see that Jesus sent out the disciples in the Great Commission (Matthew 28: 16-20).
The Holy Spirit was known to specifically appoint men to proclaim the Gospel (for example, Saul and
Barnabas). Not only has the Holy Spirit given us every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1), but he has given us
specific spiritual gifts which are to be used for the benefit of others. Jesus views the church as a
beautiful bride, and awaits the day when we can be united. (Rev. 19:6-10) God wants to see us
unified as He is unified.
EXPOSITION
John 17:20-26
Philippians 2:5-18
Colossians 3:12-17
DEVELOPMENT
Our vertical relationship with God (Unity with God)
John recorded Jesus' prayer for all believers (including you and me) in John 17:20-26. What is His
main concern for us?

Our horizontal relationships within the church (Unity with Others)
Paul writes much instruction to the Colossians about how to live as God's holy, dearly loved, chosen
people. Read through Col. 3:12-17 and write down the attitudes that should characterize the life of a
Christian in their relationships with other believers (12-14)?

What is the source of these attitudes (3:15-16)?

In verses 15-17, how are we practically instructed to encourage one another?
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Our relationship to the World (Drawing others into Unity with Christ and the Church)
Read these exhortations to believers from Jesus after He rose from the dead. John 20: 21-23,
Matthew 28:16-20. Write down His specific teachings that show how we play a role in God's
redemptive work:

What was his promise to them in verse 20?

RECAPITULATION
One day, everyone will proclaim that Jesus is Lord. Until that time, we are called to be like Christ,
shining like stars as we hold out the Word of God to others. Read Philippians 2:5-18. How can you
and I practically take on this nature of Christ in the arts culture?

CODA
Father, we come before you today with grateful hearts. We rejoice that you have chosen to use us in
your redemptive plan for the world. Holy Spirit, change our hearts and make us more like Jesus. We
want to see You glorified in our lives and in the arts world among our peers and superiors.
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Lesson 5: Freedom in Christ
INTRODUCTION
Think about a time in your life when you felt free; what was it like and what were the circumstances?
Why did you feel free in that instance?
At the Korean War memorial in Washington, D.C. there is a fountain which reads, "Freedom is not
free." Isn't that the truth? Real freedom comes with a price to someone. Jesus paid the ultimate price
for mankind when He died on the cross, but by doing so, He has set us free from sin. In Christ, we no
longer stand condemned by sin.
EXPOSITION
Romans 6:1-23
Romans 7:4-6
DEVELOPMENT
In this passage, we see two contrasting foundations of living: living by the sinful nature and by the
Spirit. Before we learn more about living by the Spirit (in the next lesson), let's talk about what it
means to be free from the law. First, let's dissect the passage from Romans 6 and 7.
Fill in the blanks for Romans 7.
(4) We __________ to the law through the _______________________ in order that we might bear
fruit to _________. (5) When we were ___________________ by the sinful nature, we bore fruit to
______________. (6) But now, by _____________________ to that which once ____________ us,
we have been _____________ from the law so that we serve in the _______________________ and
not in the ____________________________________.
Compare and contrast ideas in Romans 6:1-23
Death

Life

Why was the law put in place to begin with? (Romans 3:19-20, 7:13)

The law still exists, so in what sense are we "free from the law"? See Romans 8:1-4. "
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If we are in Christ then we are free from the law. Does that mean that we can be unlawful and God
won't care? Why or why not? (Romans 6:15-18)

What are the differences and results of being a slave to sin and a slave to righteousness? (Rom. 6)

RECAPITULATION
Believing that we are free is key to the life God intends for us. Satan will try to keep you from acknowledging that you are free. He is the deceiver and knows that if he can convince you that you are
not free, you will act like you are not free. The convicting voice of the Holy Spirit always leads to repentance and reconciliation, but Satan is known as the accuser of the brethren and his comments are
only meant for destruction. Believe the truth: if you are in Christ, you are free from condemnation.
However, because we live in a fallen world, we might choose at times to be bound by sin. Take a few
minutes of silence and ask the Lord to show you if there are any ways you have allowed yourself to
be bound by sin. If the Holy Spirit has enabled you to recognize that you are bound to sin, confess,
repent, acknowledge your freedom in Christ, and ask God to change your heart.

If anyone is comfortable sharing what the Lord has laid on your hearts, please share.

CODA
Close by singing Amazing Grace (See appendix for those who might need the lyrics.)
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Lesson 6: Fruit of the Spirit
INTRODUCTION
Everyone likes fruit, right? What's your favorite fruit?
We all know that fruit is good to eat, but do you know
what other purpose the fruit of a plant serves?

EXPOSITION
Galations 5:19-26
John 15:1-17
DEVELOPMENT
Fill out the space below, using the passage in Galatians.
Acts of the sinful nature:

Fruit of the Spirit:

Why do you think the characteristics described in Galations 5 are described as fruit?

How do we prepare the soil of our souls for the seed to take root and produce fruit in our lives? (v. 16,
2 Tim. 2:22)
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Read John 15:1-17. Use the space below to draw an illustration of the picture Jesus gives us in this
passage.

Why does Jesus say God is pleased when we bear fruit? (v. 8)

RECAPITULATION
Think about each fruit of the Spirit. Have you noticed a change in these areas since accepting Christ?
Which ones seem to be most evidently changed?

Do you see specific fruits of the Spirit in other members of your small group? Encourage one another
by telling how you see the Spirit working in each other’s lives to produce these fruits.

Many of those "acts of the sinful nature" we listed above are prevalent in the arts world. It's exciting to
think that as Christians, we get to bring love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness
and self-control to the table. Think about relationships with people in the arts world: friends,
colleagues, teachers, etc. Do you think they are able to see these fruits in your life? If not, ask God to
change your heart and look for ways in the future to respond in your interactions with them through
His Spirit.

CODA
Father, make us aware of your Spirit at work in our hearts, changing us to be more like You. Open
our eyes to see how we can respond with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness
and self control to the people in our artistic circles of influence.
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Lesson 7: Spiritual Gifts
INTRODUCTION
How do you respond inwardly and outwardly when someone tells you that you have a "gift" or gives
you a compliment for a performance?
"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who
does not change like shifting shadows." (James 1:17) In lesson three, we talked about how God
blesses us with every spiritual blessing in Christ. In addition, the Bible teaches that the Father imparts
one or more specific spiritual gifts to his children. Today we will look at those
gifts and their purposes.
EXPOSITION
Romans 12:3-8
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
DEVELOPMENT
Below, write the spiritual gifts listed in Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:1-11.

Does any one person have all the gifts? (1 Corinthians 12:28-30) Why do you think that is?

How many Christians receive a spiritual gift from God? (1 Peter 4:10)
And why do we receive spiritual gifts?
Can we choose what gift we have? (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)

What does 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 imply about how we use our gifts?

RECAPITULATION
What is the difference between fruit of the Spirit and spiritual gifts?

What spiritual gifts do you discern yourself to have? If you're not sure, you may want to consider taking a spiritual gifts test. There is a sample test included with this study as an insert in the back of the
book. Other Christians who know you well may be able to also help you determine what your gifts
are. Often others can see in us what we ourselves can’t see.

Are there specific ways you can think of where spiritual gifts can be helpful to you in the arts world?

CODA
Close in prayer, thanking God for His good grace to bestow us with spiritual gifts in order that we may
help reveal His glory to others.
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Lesson 8: Godly Creativity
INTRODUCTION
Is there an artist in your field that you really look up to? Why do you admire them?
"The best artist has that thought alone
Which is contained within the marble shell;
The sculptor's hand can only break the spell
To free the figures slumbering in the stone."
Michelangelo Buonarroti
God, the true Creator, created man in His image. As artists, we are, in a way, co-creators with God.
EXPOSITION
Ephesians 2:1-10
DEVELOPMENT
What does it mean to say that something is someone's workmanship (v.10)? What does that say
about the object? (See appendix for Webster's definition of "workmanship.")

What is the purpose of God's art? See v. 7 & 10, and Ephesians 1:5-6, 12. How do God's artistic
goals compare with your own?
God's Goals

My Goals

What did our "raw" state of being look like before God chose us? (Eph. 2:1)

What are the "raw materials" we start with in creating art? How do they contrast with our own artistic
"raw" materials?

RECAPITULATION
Do you need to align your artistic goals with God's goals? How can you use your gifts to His glory?

Has a greater awareness of God's artistry altered your thinking about yourself? Your art? Your artistic
goals?

CODA
God, thank you for your continued work in my life. Keep molding me and making me into who You
want me to be. May my whole life, including my artistic endeavors, reflect Your grace in my life.
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Lesson 9: Living by Faith, Not by Fear
INTRODUCTION
What are some things that we fear as artists?
What are the things you trust in as an artist?

Today, we're going to look at the classic story of David and Goliath. Many scholars agree that David
was a young man, possibly around the age of 17 or 18 when he took on the giant. Can you imagine
being that age and having his courage? His courage was based on his confidence in God. Because
of faith, he overcame fear. We will all have Goliaths in our lives, but how we respond to them is up to
us.
EXPOSITION
1 Samuel 17
DEVELOPMENT
Read 1 Samuel 17. Look at vv. 11 and 24 and discuss: Who is afraid and why?
Also, what is the cause of fear? And the result?
What is David's reaction to Goliath, in contrast to the other men? (v. 26, 32, 36)

Why does David react to Goliath in this way? (v. 45-47)

What are the underlying differences of belief that make David unafraid while others are terrified?

How is fear linked to unbelief?

Read 1 John 4:7-21. How is love related to fear?

Read Romans 8:15-17. In this example, what keeps us from being a "slave to fear"?

What are the implications you can draw from these passages about fear in your life? Whose battle is
it really, and how can fear be overcome? (1 Sam. 17:45-47, 1 John 4:17, Romans 8:15).
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RECAPITULATION
Many people struggle with believing that they are loved. Have you ever heard the phrase "to live
loved"? If you really believed deep down that you are loved - how would that change your life?

Would it change how you feel about performing? Take a minute to remember the last time you
performed and thought it was an awful mess. Do you know that God still loves you? Deeply and
intimately He loves you. A bad performance, poorly used rehearsal time, a missed opportunity,
literally nothing can change how He feels about you. God does not love you because of anything you
have ever done or not done. He loves you because He chooses to love you. And God does not
change His mind. When he looks at you, He sees his Son. And remember, they are completely
unified in love.

CODA
Pray this prayer of David's from the Psalms: “When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose word
I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?” (Psalm 56:3-4)

Clipart courtesy FCIT, "http://etc.usf.edu/clipart"
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Lesson 10: Loving Others
INTRODUCTION
People give and receive love in different ways. Share a short story about a time when you felt loved
or when you did something special to show love to someone else?

In the last lesson, we saw how God's love for us drives out fear from our lives. We're going to take
one more look into 1 John 4 to see how we are to love others. We will also look at what is known as
"the love chapter" of the Bible to see how God's Word defines love. Christians are to be a people
marked by love.
EXPOSITION
1 John 4:7-21
1 Corinthians 13
DEVELOPMENT
Read and observe 1 John 4:7-21.
What does this passage tell us about the origination of love? (v. 7, 8)

What does it tell us about one who loves? (v. 7, 8, 16)

How did God show his love, and what results occur? (v. 9, 10)

Therefore, what? (v. 11, 12)

How do we know if God lives in us? (v. 13, 14, 15, 16)

What is the result of love made complete in us? (v. 17, 18, 21)

Why love? (v. 19)
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Now, take a look at "The Love Chapter," 1 Corinthians 13. This definition of love lists many synonyms
and antonyms.
Love is, does…

Love isn't / doesn't…

Is this kind of love synonymous with Hollywood love and romance?
Could we possibly learn this kind of love from the world?

RECAPITULATION
Self-evaluate your life. Do you love as Christ calls us to love? Go through the list above and put a star
next to the things where you still need to grow. We do not always act in loving ways, but take heart
and remember that God lives in You and He is these things. Surrender to Him and allow Him to love
through you.

How can we show God's love in the arts?

How does basking in the love of God help us to love others?

CODA
Sing together the William Rees hymn "Here is Love." (Lyrics are found in the appendix.)
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Lesson 11: A New Attitude
INTRODUCTION
What are some attitudes you've had around other artists? Have your attitudes generally been positive
or negative?
Sometimes, artists are marked by their bad attitudes either toward themselves, their peers, or people
in authority over them. Sometimes it's the people in authority who take advantage of others. You've
all met a diva personality who thinks life is all about her. They're not very pleasant to be around,
right? Do you think you've ever been that person? We all have the ability to be that person, so let us
heed the words of the Old Testament prophet Micah: "And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." (Micah 6:8)
EXPOSITION
Romans 12:9-21
DEVELOPMENT
Who is Paul's audience in Romans 12?
After Paul gave his teaching on Spiritual gifts, he provided the context by which God can cause those
gifts to flourish. Read Romans 12:9 and fill out the chart below. For every action, whether stated or
not in the text, write down the opposite action.
Do/Positive:

Don't/Negative:

What do all of these attitudes boil down to? Who is "Master" in the right hand column? What about in
the left hand column?
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How should our attitude toward the arts world reflect Jesus' desire for his disciples? (John 17:14-16)

Read James 4:1-6. We just read that Jesus wanted his disciples to be "in the world" but here it says
not to be a friend to the world. Why do you think that is?

Write out the quote from verse 6:

What is the reason God gives for having such harsh words toward the proud? (Also see Exodus
20:1-6)

Why is it okay for God to be jealous? (Exodus 20:2)

RECAPITULATION
What can you take away from this lesson today? What are the most crucial attitudes for us to have in
the world, particularly the arts world?

How are we even to treat those divas and divos who come our way?

CODA
Dear Jesus, we confess today that You are Lord and you are worthy to receive all glory. We humble
ourselves before you. We recognize that we cannot produce these attitudes on our own. They are
not natural to us. Help us to love as you have loved us - to consider others above ourselves. Amen.
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Lesson 12: Our Words
INTRODUCTION
When was the last time you gave advice or encouragement?
Do you feel like what you say and how you say it is important for others?
“Sticks and stones may break my bones,” but what will never hurt me? Words. That's how the popular
saying goes. However, the Bible paints a different picture about the power of words.
EXPOSITION
Matthew 12:34-37
DEVELOPMENT
Jesus taught in the book of Matthew that “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.” Our
words reflect the condition of our heart. We also see this taught in the book of Proverbs, along with
teaching on the power of words. Turn to the book of Proverbs and fill in the blanks below.
Translations may vary, but still carry the same idea.
Words of Life…
Prov. 10:11 - The mouth of the righteous is _____________________________________________.
10:20 - The tongue of the righteous is ____________________________________________.
10:21 - The lips of the righteous _________________________________________________.
10:31 - The mouth of the righteous ______________________________________________.
11:6b - The mouth of the upright ________________________________________________.
12:14 - __________________________________________with good by the fruit of his words.
12:18 - The tongue of the wise __________________________________________________.
12:19 - Truthful lips are _______________________________________________________.
13:3 - The one who guards his mouth ____________________________________________.
15:1 - A gentle answer ________________________________________________________.
15:4 - A soothing tongue is a ___________________________________________________.
15:26b - Pleasant words are ___________________________________________________.
15:28 - The heart of the righteous _______________________________________________.
16:13 - Righteous lips are the __________________________________________________.
16:24 - Pleasant words are a ___________________________________________________.
18:4- The words of a man's mouth are ____________________________________________.
18:21 - _______________ are in the power of the tongue and those who love it will eat its fruit.
21: 23 - He who guards his mouth and his tongue ___________________________________
25:11 - Like _________________________________ is a word spoken in right circumstances
Words of Death…
Prov. 6:12 - __________________________________ is the one who walks with a perverse mouth.
6:19 - The Lord _____ a false witness, who utters lies and one_________________________.
10:6b - The mouth of the wicked ________________________________________________.
10:14b - By the mouth of the foolish, _____________________________________________.
10:18b - He who spreads slander _______________________________________________.
10:19 - When there are many words,_____________________________________________.
10:31 - the perverted tongue ___________________________________________________.
11:9 - The mouth of the godless man _____________________________________________.
11:11 - By the mouth of the wicked ______________________________________________.
11:13 - He who goes about as a talebearer _______________ trustworthy _______________.
12:6 - The words of the wicked _________________________________________________.
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12:13 - An evil man is ensnared by the transgression _________________________________.
12:18 - Reckless words ________________________________________________________.
12:19 - A lying tongue is ________________________________________________________.
12:22 - Lying lips are an ________________________________________________________.
13:3 - The one who guards his mouth___________the one who opens wide his lips _________.
14:3 - __________________________________________________ brings a rod to his back.
15:1 - Harsh words ____________________________________________________________.
15:2 - The mouth of a fool ______________________________________________________.
15:4 - A soothing tongue is a tree of life, but perversion in it ____________________________.
16:28 - A slanderer ____________________________________________________________.
17:4 - An evildoer listens to _______________, a liar pays attention to ___________________.
17:7 - Excellent speech is not fitting for a fool, _______________________________________.
17:20 - Who is perverted in his language ___________________________________________.
17:28 - Even a fool, when he keeps silent is considered wise, ______________________ he is
considered prudent.
18:6 - A fool's lips ____________________________________ and his mouth calls for blows.
18:7 - A fool's mouth is his ruin and his lips are a ____________________________________.
18:8 - The ______________ are like dainty morsels and they go down into the innermost parts
of the body.
19:1 - Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity, than he who is _____________________.
19:28 - A rascally witness makes ________________ and the mouth of the wicked _________.
19:29 - He who goes about as a slanderer _________ therefore do not associate with a gossip.
Why is important that we are careful with our words? (1 Peter 4:11)
RECAPITULATION
We plowed through the book of proverbs, touching on much of what it says about words. There is such
a large quantity of material on the topic that we can be sure that God wanted to get something across
to us. What stuck out to you the most? What can you take away from this lesson?

Paul exhorts us in Philippians 2:14-16a: “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you
may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation,
in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” Often, the environment
that surrounds us in the arts is full of negative speech - both about others and about ourselves. What
about you - do your words lead to life or death? If you want to covenant with God and commit your
words to him, sign the below statement:
Dear Jesus, I want the words of my mouth to be pleasing in your sight. Today, I commit to being full of
words of life. I will abstain from complaining, slandering, gossiping, harsh words, lying, reckless words,
and perverted words. Purify my heart, that my words may be uplifting, encouraging, words of life,
pleasant, true and gentle.
Signed:_________________________Date:_________
CODA
Holy Spirit, guard our words and speak words of life
through us. Make us more like you - even in our speech.
“May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my
heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and
my Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)
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Lesson 13: A Life of Godliness
INTRODUCTION
Do you know someone who you particularly think of as being godly? What is it about them that makes
you think of them in this way?

EXPOSITION
2 Peter 1:3-11
DEVELOPMENT
Fill in the blanks for 2 Peter 1:3.
________________________ has given us ________________ we need for __________________
through our knowledge of Him who called us ____________________________________________.

In verse 5, Peter says "For this very reason…" what is the reason he is referring to?

Faith is the basis for our salvation. What are we instructed to add upon this foundation? (v. 5 - 9)

Why add these to our foundation of faith?

In verse 8, we are told to possess these qualities in increasing measure (v. 8). How does this enable
our witness?

What does it mean for someone if they don't possess these qualities? (v. 9)

Is it important that Peter wrote these list of qualities in progression, or is it even a progression?

RECAPITULATION
"His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness..." Who or what do you find
yourself relying on for life and godliness?

Do you feel that you have an effective, productive witness? How can you tell?

CODA
Father, thank you that through Jesus we have the ability to be godly. We recognize today that we
cannot produce any righteousness apart from you. We want to be rooted in you and thereby, to bring
you glory.
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Lesson 14: Grace for the Perfectionist
INTRODUCTION
Would you call yourself a perfectionist? Why or why not?
Have you ever made a mistake in a performance and later played it over and over in your mind? How
did you respond to the compliments of the audience and your peers after the performance when they
congratulated you on a job well done?
EXPOSITION
2 Corinthians 12:1-10.
DEVELOPMENT
The word “perfect” is mentioned in the passage only once. In what context is it mentioned? (v. 9)

Paul had a “thorn in his flesh” and when he begged God to take it away, how did God respond?

What is God’s attitude toward weakness, according to this passage? Is weakness “good” or “bad”?

Certainly, we all want to perform well in the arts. We know we must work hard to achieve the results
we want. When does this principle of God’s grace come into play in the arts?

Write down verse 10:
What is our attitude to be toward our weaknesses?

RECAPITULATION
What kind of hope does a passage like this offer you? How do you feel knowing that you don’t have
to be perfect?
Write down what you think is your greatest artistic weakness. Imagine God saying this verse to you:
“My grace is sufficient for you, (insert your name)___, for My power is made perfect in (insert your
weakness)_____. Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about (insert your weakness)______, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me, (insert your name)__________________.”
CODA (Closing prayer)
Heavenly Father, thank you that your grace is sufficient for all of my weakness. I confess that I often
want to be perfect without your help, but I see how your plan for me to rely on your power is good. It
is freeing to be released from the pressure of feeling the need to be perfect. I’m grateful for your
grace, which not only saves, but gives power for every day life.
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Lesson 15: Rest for the Weary
INTRODUCTION
Artists might not be disciplined in many areas of their lives, but if they want to make it as an artist,
they must at least be disciplined in their art. Sometimes artists wear themselves out physically and
emotionally by devoting so many hours of time in the practice room, rehearsals, personal study,
classes, etc… on top of the rest of life. You're probably familiar with the phrase, "No rest for the
weary." What does God have to say about running ourselves this ragged, thinking that we must always press on, pushing ourselves to the very limit?
Has life as an artist ever worn you out? How do you recuperate after that happens?
EXPOSITION
Matthew 11:27-30
Psalm 23
DEVELOPMENT
Read Genesis 2:1-3. What did God do on the seventh day of our creation story?

In Matthew 11:28, to what or to whom does Jesus call the weary and heavy burdened?

What do you typically do when your soul is weary? What should you do?

In 1 Peter 5:6-7, how are we to approach God when we hand Him our worries or anxious thoughts?

King David was described as a "man after God's own heart." Looking at Psalm 23, what strikes you
about David's relationship with God?

What action verbs are used to describe how God provided for David?

RECAPITULATION
Jesus desires for you to rest in Him. What characteristic of the shepherd spoke to you the most and
why?
What benefits do you think will result in your art through resting in Jesus daily and drinking water
from His well?

CODA
Thank you, God, that You are a shepherd to us. Thank You that we can rest easy in You. We take
joy in Your refreshing and comforting presence. Amen.
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Lesson 16: Purpose in the Arts
INTRODUCTION
Do you ever struggle with feeling like maybe the arts aren't a "Christian" enough career goal to pursue? Maybe
someone has even told you that before. Do you ever feel that as an artist, you are misunderstood by the
church? Share some of your thoughts on this.
EXPOSITION
Read 1 Peter 4:10-11
Luke 10:1-4
DEVELOPMENT
According to Peter, why are we given gifts? For what purposes? (see both verses 10 and 11)

What are your artistic gifts? What about your other gifts (spiritual or physical)? List them below:

God values artists. Here are two examples of artists in the Bible and stories of how God used their art to His
glory: Bezalel in Exodus 31:1-11, and David in 1 Samuel 16: 23. Take a few minutes to read through those
stories and share your observations about these artists.

Read Luke 10:1-4. Have you ever seen the arts community as a mission field? Would you agree that the
harvest is plentiful? What does the harvest look like at your school or arts organization?

How about the workers - are they few? How many Christians do you know in the arts world in your immediate
circles of influence?

If no one has told you before, Christians are desperately needed in the arts community. Your gifts are not a
mistake. God gave them to you for service to others, and to bring glory to His name. Being an artist is a worthy
endeavor. Why? The harvest is many and the workers are few.

RECAPITULATION
"Oh! men and brethren, what would this heart feel if I could but believe that there were some among you who
would go home and pray for a revival - men whose faith is large enough, and their love fiery enough to lead
them from this moment to exercise unceasing intercessions that God would appear among us and do
wondrous things here, as in the times of former generations." - C.H. Spurgeon
Reflect on this quote. Dream for a few minutes about what revival would look like within the arts community?
Think practically about your own life. What can you do this year to help bring about revival in your community?
What is a specific way you might be able to minister to other people through your music (remember David’s
example).
Write down one goal for yourself for spreading the gospel in the arts community, or for using your art to
minister to your community.

CODA
J.S. Bach said, "The aim and final end of all music should be none other than the glory of God and the refreshment of the soul." Lord, We want this to be true of our artistic endeavors. Today, we commit our art to you and
we pray for revival among artists.
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Appendix
Lesson 5:
1) Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

4) The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.
5) When we've been here ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.

2) T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Amazing Grace
John Newton (1725-1807)
(Stanza 5 Anon.)

3) Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.

Lesson 8:
Definition taken from Webster’s 1828 Dictionary (http://1828.mshaffer.com/d/search/word,workmanship).
WORKMANSHIP, n.
1. Manufacture; something made, particularly by manual labor.
2. That which is effected, made or produced.
3. The skill of a workman; or the execution or manner of making any thing. The workmanship of this cloth is
admirable.
Lesson 10:
1) Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Lovingkindness as the flood,
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten,
Throughout Heav’n’s eternal days.

4) In Thy truth Thou dost direct me
By Thy Spirit through Thy Word;
And Thy grace my need is meeting,
As I trust in Thee, my Lord.
Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring
Thy great love and power on me,
Without measure, full and boundless,
Drawing out my heart to Thee.

2) On the mount of crucifixion,
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.

Words: William Rees (1802-1883), verses 1-2;
William Williams possibly wrote verses 3-4;
translated from Welsh to English by William
Edwards in The Baptist Book of Praise, 1900.
Music: Robert Lowry, 1876

3) Let me all Thy love accepting,
Love Thee, ever all my days;
Let me seek Thy kingdom only
And my life be to Thy praise;
Thou alone shalt be my glory,
Nothing in the world I see.
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me,
Thou Thyself hast set me free.
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Notes and Prayer Requests:
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