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Introduction
Every year, we create new Bible study materials for use at the MasterWorks Festival. These are often
topical, as we examine what the scriptures have to say about the arts, beauty, and various practical
aspects of living as performing artists. On some occasions, we choose a specific book of the Bible to
examine during our time at the Festival.
This year, our Bible study materials consider some of the difficult questions that are so prevalent in
our modern lives. The resulting discussions may prove challenging for us at times, since we come
from a variety of spiritual backgrounds. Therefore, we urge each student and faculty member to
approach these questions with grace and humility, respecting one another’s positions–having the
maturity to “agree to disagree” in Christian love–as we grow in the Lord together.
It is also very important for each participant in this year’s Bible study groups to take note of this
disclaimer:

We are not attempting to say “this is exactly what Christianity is, and you must believe it just
like we teach it.” No. We are not trying to rigidly and intricately define what Christianity is,
but we are trying to provoke productive thought, prayer, and discussion. In doing this, we seek
to become more grounded in God’s Word, “useful to the Master, and prepared to do any good
work.” (II Tim. 2:21b)

So, as you approach this summer Bible study, we exhort you to be prayerful, loving, humble, and
especially teachable. Please feel free to state your personal thoughts, but resist the temptation
to be condescending or argumentative if your colleagues have different ideas. Even the apostle
Paul, whom God used to write so much of the New Testament, understood that devout Christians
can sincerely disagree on debatable matters. He devoted an entire chapter in the book of Romans
(chapter 14) to explain how this can and should be done with loving and respectful understanding.
We pray that the Holy Spirit will lead every discussion, as well as each time of personal reflection
that might follow these discussions. We also pray that our times of coming together around God’s
Word will bring us closer to Jesus Christ and make us more eager and prepared to do His will.

“May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that
with one heart and mouth you may glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Romans 5:5-6

DAY 1

GETTING ACQUAINTED

I.
II.

III.

Open with prayer.

“You shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” - Jn. 8:32

notes

Introduce yourselves: name, home, artistic discipline, and one other interesting
fact about yourself. (2 min)
Read together the following introductory statement. (4 min)

Have you ever been working diligently toward goal and suddenly wondered if
the goal was worthy – that you would be pleased when you achieved it? Have
you ever thought you knew what you were doing and why, but suddenly a
teacher, friend, or enemy, seemed to undermine your purpose with a challenge or
question you hadn’t thought of, and you couldn’t find its answer?

This summer, the MasterWorks Bible study is going to address some of the
difficult questions that are asked by believers and unbelievers alike. These
questions are not new, though they might be framed in 21st century language. It
is true, as Ecclesiastes tells us, that “there is nothing new under the sun.” Men
and women have sincerely struggled, both privately and publicly, with the same
questions since the beginning of time – shouldn’t there be some answers by now?
Well, the very good news is that there are answers! God rewards those who
earnestly seek Him. Whether you like the answers, however, is up to you. Some
of them are not easy to accept, and some require you to work hard and think
through them diligently. But, as any master will tell you, if you are not willing to
work for a goal, then it is not worth much to you. Agape love is sacrificial– when
you love something or someone enough to make sacrifices, then the object of
your love becomes truly meaningful to you. Your spiritual beliefs are no different
than anything else in this regard.
This Bible study was inspired by my observation that there are too many people,
both inside and outside of churches, who are being lured away from true faith
in Jesus Christ because of two possible reasons: they are either leaning on
their own understanding (Prov. 3:5), which is pride, 0r they want to conform
to the pattern of their circle of friends and family, rather than seek the truth,
wherever it takes them. The latter behavior is motivated by either laziness or
cowardice, neither a commendable attitude toward life. In our oh-so-urbane and
sophisticated society, the world is, wittingly or unwittingly, working to repackage
Jesus as the patron saint of peace and love. But, it carefully avoids addressing the
many scriptures that teach us about God’s justice, His law, and the requirements
of following Him. The way is narrow (Matt. 7:14) and challenging, and not all
are prepared to do the hard work of self-sacrifice (Jn. 6:66). God’s grace is free;
it only costs you yourself.
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For those of you who may be wrestling with the unique claims of Jesus and cannot honestly surrender your life
to a faith that does not yet make sense, be encouraged to know that God knows your struggle. He is seeking you
more than you are seeking Him. If you truly want to find answers, God will move heaven and earth to make sure
you get them. None of us has all the answers. All of us have to face the perplexities of life, and some of them are
truly daunting. But, God is not going to lose anyone who belongs to Him. The MasterWorks Festival is a place of
great spiritual wisdom. Don’t go home without making every effort to learn the truth.
It is my prayer that this study will inspire all of you to greater understanding and love of the Master of masters;
that the Holy Spirit will speak this summer through your art form about His perfect law; and that you will be
more equipped with the Word of God, to stand against the distortions of the Gospel that the world is pressuring
us to accept.

IV.

V.

VI.
VII.

“Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The One who calls you is faithful and He will do it.” - I Thess. 5:21-24

Look through the table of contents and share any particular issue that piques your interest. You can keep your
explanations brief at this time. We’ll have time for that later in the summer. (2 min)

Having looked at the ideas we will discuss this summer, go around your group and honestly share with each
other where you are right now in your spiritual life, and who you think Jesus Christ truly is. For some of you
this might require some courage to speak the real truth… Please keep in mind that we are commanded by our
Lord not to judge others, and that this group should be a safe place to share your true self with others. This first
exercise is simply to “lay your cards on the table” right from the start, so that you will all be free to be genuinely
yourselves, without pretense, and that your group will be founded on Truth. Remember, it is not possible to
know everything, and knowing little or nothing about God or spiritual life is a perfectly acceptable starting point.
God gives [wisdom] generously to all without finding fault (James 1:5). We are not seeking to blame, but to
uplift. (50 min)
For tomorrow, write down one verse or adage that you’ve heard about Truth.
In your remaining time, discuss any prayer concerns and close in prayer.

notes
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DAY 2

WHAT IS TRUTH?

“’What is truth?’ Pilate asked.” - Jn. 18:38
“This above all: to thine own self be true…” - from Shakespeare’s Hamlet
“Obi-Wan never told you what happened to your father…” - Darth Vader, speaking to Luke Skywalker, The Empire
Strikes Back





notes

Memory verse for the summer: Psalm 51:6
“Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;
you teach me wisdom in my inmost place.”
I.
II.

III.

Pray that God reveals His truth this evening.

Definition of truth – the property of being in accord with fact or reality.
Antonym – falsehood, distortion, or misrepresentation of fact or reality.

Share with your group the verses and sayings about truth you brought.
Can you envision the state of a society in which honesty is not a virtue, and no
one is committed to the truth?

Throughout the summer, we will refer to numerous Biblical passages to verify
what God’s Word has to say about an issue. Christians believe that the Bible is
the inspired Word of God. There are many good books written on the subject
of the Bible’s reliability; some of these are listed in the back of this study, if
you are interested in the authority of the Bible. In the meantime, consider the
wisdom of the passages in the discussion, and allow for the possibility that
God is speaking to your heart through the words of the Bible. Look at the
following verses about truth.
Ex. 20:16			
Jn. 1:14			
II Tim. 2:23-25		
II Tim. 4:3-4		

IV.

Jn. 4:23		
Jn. 18:37		
II Thess. 2:9-10
II Tim. 3:7		

I Tim 2:3-4
Jn. 14: 15-17
I Jn. 1: 8-10
Jn. 8: 42-44

These are only a handful among many verses in the Bible that point to
the value of truth. Discuss the importance of spiritual truth in light of the
dictionary’s definition of the word. What kinds of reality is the Bible exhorting
us to acknowledge? (30 min)

Have you heard or been taught that “there is no such thing as absolute truth?”
Do you believe this expression is true? Since most of us are working in
disciplines that are largely subjective and dependent on popular opinion, it can
be tempting to think that there is no final, authoritative truth. Discuss some
aspects of your discipline that are not subjective, such as playing wrong notes,
not knowing how to do a particular movement, giving words or actions to a
character that are inconsistent with the meaning of the story, etc. Why do we
use recording devices and video cameras to aid us in our practice? (30 min)
V.

Spend the remaining time addressing prayer concerns and close with prayer.
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DAY 3

HOW GOOD IS GOOD ENOUGH?






“I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly
not enter the kingdom of heaven”. - Matt. 5:20
“Everyone says you are a nice chap and (between ourselves) you agree with them. You are quite likely to believe that
all this niceness is your own doing: and you may easily not feel the need for any better kind of goodness.”
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
“You can get all A’s and still flunk life.” - Anonymous
“No matter how many times you save the world, it always manages to get back in jeopardy again. Sometimes I just
want it to stay saved! You know, for a little bit? I feel like the maid; I just cleaned up this mess! Can we keep it clean
for…for ten minutes? - Mr. Incredible, The Incredibles

notes

I.
II.

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

How is Christianity different from other forms of religion? With the exception of
Christianity, all the world’s religions say basically, “Be a good person in this life
(according to whatever “your” faith claims is good), and you will be rewarded in
the next.” In other words, your efforts toward being good will lead you to God.
Conversely, Christianity is the only religion that has been founded on the idea of
God finding us. Let’s look at the idea of getting to Heaven on your own efforts to
“be good.”
A. Whose definition of good are you going to use? If God wanted us to get into
Heaven by being good, then shouldn’t He have been a little more specific?
Does smoking cigarettes disqualify you from Heaven? What about “sort of”
cheating on a test? On the other hand, will you get an automatic pass into
Heaven if you blow up a bunch of infidels and yourself? Whose definition of
good are you going to use?

B. God has given us standards. (Rom. 1: 19-20). Throughout the history of
the world, cultures have come to remarkably similar conclusions about what
constitutes good and evil within their own societies. But, do they all live
faithfully and happily by those standards, eagerly seeking to please God and
wind up in heaven? Any reasonable person would admit that the answer
is no. Even acknowledging that the 10 commandments stand as the central
pillar of the 3 largest religions of the world (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam),
if nobody really lives up to them, then by what standards do you judge?
Basically, the 10 commandments depict how sinful we are. (Rom. 3:20) So,
we haven’t really gotten very far this way. If obeying the law is the definition
of “being good,” then nobody is going to reach God by being good because we
all sin by nature.
i. In addition, even if you were certain of the standards of truly good
behavior and tried to live up to them, what percentage of your life
has to be “good” in the end? What if you spent your whole life being
good, but then murdered somebody, just one person? Are you
PAGE 8
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disqualified? What if you are 51 % good? Is that good enough? What if God grades on a curve, and
people like Mother Teresa raised the bar too high for the rest of us? What if you are trying to make up for
lost time in your percentages and die before you have a chance to get your numbers up?

III.

C. What does Jesus say about being good enough? Read Matt. 5:20; Matt. 5:27-28; Matt. 5:21-22. Then, look at
Lk. 23:40-43. Do you get the idea that “being good” is not Jesus’ formula for getting into Heaven? You cannot mix
the teachings of Jesus with the idea that you can earn your way into heaven.

By what authority does Jesus claim to know the way to Heaven?

A. He fulfilled the requirements of the law by becoming the perfect sacrifice for us. Matt. 5:17; Is. 53:4-5. In other
words, He paid the penalty.

IV.

B. How do we know that the sacrifice Jesus made for us was/is acceptable to God? The answer: Jesus was
resurrected from death. Jesus defeated death. Jesus is the only religious leader in the history of the world whose
body cannot be found in any tomb. Read I Cor. 15:3, 12-22. If you found out that Jesus was not resurrected
from the dead, then on what basis would you believe His life and words? How would He be any different than any
other great moral teacher in history?
How does the world measure “goodness?” Consider this passage in Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis:

“There is a either a warning or an encouragement here for every one of us. If you are a nice person – if virtue comes
easily to you – beware! Much is expected from those to whom much is given. If you mistake for your own merits what
are really God’s gifts to you through nature, and if you are contented with simply being nice, you are still a rebel: and all
those gifts will only make your fall more terrible, your corruption more complicated, your bad example more disastrous.
The Devil was an archangel once; his natural gifts were as far above yours as yours are above those of a chimpanzee.
But if you are a poor creature – poisoned by a wretched upbringing in some house full of vulgar jealousies and senseless
quarrels – saddled, by no choice of your own, with some loathsome sexual perversion – nagged day in and day out by an
inferiority complex that makes you snap at your best friends – do not despair. He knows all about it. You are one of the
poor whom He blessed. He knows what a wretched machine you are trying to drive. Keep on. Do what you can. One
day (perhaps in another world, but perhaps far sooner than that) He will fling it on the scrap-heap and give you a new
one. And then you may astonish us all – not least yourself: for you have learned your driving in a hard school…
…‘Niceness’ – wholesome, integrated personality – is an excellent thing. But we must not suppose that even if we
succeeded in making everyone nice we should have saved their souls. A world of nice people, content in their own
niceness, looking no further, turned away from God, would be just as desperately in need of salvation as a miserable
world – and might even be more difficult to save.”

V.

VI.

Are you fully aware of your inability to get to God on your own efforts? Have you been living a “good Christian life”
for so long that you secretly think that God is pretty lucky to have you on His side? To whom are you comparing
yourself? Are you attempting to do good apart from God?
See Jn. 15:5.
Take time for prayer concerns and close in prayer.

notes
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DAY 4

IS JESUS REALLY
THE ONLY WAY?


“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” - Jn. 14:6



“Christianity is just one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.” - D.T. Niles



“Christianity has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found difficult and therefore left untried.”
– G.K. Chesterton



“How can we lose when we’re so sincere?” - Charlie Brown

notes

I.

II.

Recite again together Psalm 51:6 and open with a prayer this evening,
asking the Lord to not only reveal His truth but also bless your group
with His peace and reason as you seek to discuss this very sensitive
doctrine.

The exclusive claims of Jesus cause many people to accuse Christians of
intolerance. Let us examine some of their (and perhaps your) objections.
A. Christians do not hold to this teaching to be snobby or exclude
others. The reason for making this part of Christian doctrine is
because Jesus Himself made this claim. Read John 14:6. If you
object to the idea that Jesus is the only way, your grievance is not
with Christians; you must take it up with Jesus Himself. Jesus knew
His coming would create conflict. Read Matt. 10:34-39

B. If “all roads lead to Heaven,” then what would be the point of the
crucifixion? Why would God go to the extreme length of sending His
Son to be crucified if you could manage salvation for yourself some
other way? Jn. 3:14-18

C. The American culture especially values “tolerance.” However,
“tolerance” does not equal “validation.” What other aspects of life
deem sincerity alone as sufficient for success? In other words, can
you be a brain surgeon, an airline pilot, or a concert pianist, just
because you really, really want to do that? How about teaching?
Gardening? Playing professional sports? How about being a
successful parent? Does not everything else in life require choices
that presuppose the exclusion of other choices? In your artistic
endeavors, have you ever faced an instruction that initially seemed
counter-intuitive and could only be understood after obedient
submission to instructions? Spiritual understanding isn’t any
different from these things. Read John 6:44-51; 6:60; and 6:66.
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D. What about all the people who never had the opportunity to hear of Jesus and thereby place their faith
in Him? (Acts 10:1-8; 10:19-23) Consider Heb. 11:6; Matt. 7:7-8; Acts 8:26-31; and Acts 10:1-8, 1923. Do we know that God isn’t sending the message of the Gospel to those people? Is it possible that God
might be calling some of you to take the Gospel to someone who truly is longing for a relationship with
the living God?
“What can you ever really know of other people’s souls – of their temptations, their opportunities, their
struggles? One soul in the whole creation you do know; and it is the only one whose fate is placed in your
hands. If there is a God, you are, in a sense, alone with Him. You cannot put Him off with speculations
about your next door neighbours or memories of what you have read in books.”
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Is the objection to Jesus’s exclusivity really based on love and concern for others, or is it just a reason to
neglect a relationship with God? Do you really think that the God who claims to be the Author of love
cares about the fate of his creation less than you do?

III.

E. While Christianity claims to be God’s complete message of truth and salvation to the world, no one is
stating that all other religions contain no truth. The religions of the world represent man’s efforts to
reach God, but only Jesus represents God’s efforts to reach man. Read Acts 18:22-23 and Lk. 19:10.

The question of Christ’s exclusivity is probably the most controversial issue that Christians must address. If
your group discussion has stirred up anger in you or others, take time now to pray for God’s peace and for
time to reach out in love and friendship to each other. In the same way that Jesus did not come to judge the
world but to save, we do not judge but seek to reach out in love.
Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the
Lord. - Heb. 12:14

notes
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DAY 5

SUFFERING AS THE
CONSEQUENCE OF SIN






“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” - Proverbs 14:12 & Proverbs 16:25
“One of the annoying things about believing in free will and individual responsibility is the difficulty of finding
somebody to blame your problems on. And when you do find somebody, it’s remarkable how often his picture turns
up on your driver’s license.” - P.J. O’Rourke
“A man’s own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the Lord.” - Proverbs 19:3
“I have a bad feeling about this.” - Star Wars

notes

I.
II.

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

Read Prov. 1:22-33. From The Student Bible, discuss this commentary by
Philip Yancey and Tim Stafford:
“Three Problem People – ‘Mockers, fools, the simple:’
Proverbs keeps using these words to define the ‘bad characters’ we should
stay away from. What kind of people are they? The ‘simple’ are the least
harmful group: they live without thinking and are too lazy to change. But
they, like the others, will end up sorry. ‘Fools’ have more smarts but have
made a conscious decision to live by their own wits, independent of God and
independent of advice. ‘Mockers,’ worst of all, are rebels against God who
make their prideful position known to everyone. They mock God, but God
will mock them in the end.”

III.

Now read Gal. 6:7-8. Have you experienced pain in life that was the
consequence of your own sin or poor judgment?

Let’s look at some of the areas of life for which God provides ample advice,
even though we sometimes have to “learn the hard way:”
A. Financial:
Read Prov. 6:6-11; Prov. 12:24; Prov. 13:4;
II Thess. 3:6-10; Eph. 4:28; Matt. 25:14-30;
Prov. 11:15; Prov. 11:24-25

B. Sexual:
Read Prov. 5:1-13; Prov. 6:23-26; Prov. 7:7-10;
Prov. 21-23; I Thess. 4:3-8; I Cor. 6: 18-20
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C. Choice of friends:
Read Prov. 2:12-15; Prov. 23:17;
Prov. 23:20-21; Ez. 20:32; II Cor. 6:14-17
D.

IV.

V.

Refusal to acknowledge God’s sovereignty:
Read Ps.2:1-6; Ps. 14:1;
Dan. 4:28-37; Gal. 6:7-8

E. Discipline of God:
Read Prov. 19:18; Heb. 12:7-11; James 1:2-4

In your artistic endeavors, have you begun to see the value of heeding good instruction? Or have you perhaps
begun to rue your past lack of discipline? Do you think that God can redeem your past mistakes and work them
into the path that He has set for you to fulfill His plan for you? Remember Jer. 29:11 and don’t lose heart.
Share your final thoughts and pray together.

notes
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DAY 6

SUFFERING AS
PERSECUTION


“’If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.’” - Jn. 15:18



“I regret that I have but one life to give for my country. - Nathan Hale

notes

I.
II.

Recite the memory verse (Ps. 51:6) and open with prayer.

The Bible tells us to expect persecution from the world. Here is just a
sample of the numerous passages that warn us not to be surprised by this
reality.
Matt. 5:10-12			
Matt. 10:16-39
Acts 5:10-12			
II Tim. 3:12
Rom. 8:17			
Rom. 8:31-36
I Pet. 4:12-14			
Rev. 2:8-10
Ps. 27:1				Dan. 3:16-18

III.

IV.

V.
PAGE 14
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Have you ever been ostracized or ridiculed by others in your arts
community for your beliefs? How have you handled that? Some people
can boldly speak of the Gospel (such as Patrick Kavanaugh, John Kasica,
etc.) Have you ever tried to share Christ? Do your colleagues and
classmates know about your faith? How do they know? Are you willing to
speak up when God gives you the opportunity? Besides speaking, what are
other ways you can bring others closer to God? Are you salt and light in
your arts community?
A. Americans have enjoyed nearly 400 years of religious freedom.
Devout Christians fled Europe in the 17th century to escape religious
persecution. Many people have sacrificed their lives to maintain
the right to worship God freely in the United States. But now, both
in America and many other places around the world, people’s love
of “political correctness” is prompting governments to pass laws
that prohibit Christians to preach the Gospel of Christ faithfully to
others. Are you prepared to defend your faith in the face of mounting
persecution? Read Matt. 24:9-13.

Is the power of Jesus Christ’s love for you strong enough to sustain you in
persecution? If you are not sure, pray that the Holy Spirit would reveal
more of the depth of God’s love for you. Being in right relationship with
God is greater than anything this world has to offer.
End with prayer time.

DAY 7

SUFFERING THAT
SEEMS MEANINGLESS


“Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless
and upright…’” - Job 1:8



“To be or not to be – that is the question: Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune, or to take arms against a sea of troubles, and by opposing end them?” - Hamlet



“We seem to be made to suffer. It’s our lot in life.” - C3PO, Star Wars

I.
II.

notes

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

Most people can endure trials and hardship when they can see that their
sacrifice is for a worthy cause. For example, all great artists have given
themselves to the pursuit of excellence, often at great cost to themselves and
possibly their families as well. Working many hours alone in a practice room,
giving up opportunities to vacation and relax with friends, not to mention
the financial sacrifice of lessons, equipment, competitions, school tuitions,
all these things seem worth it when you can perform at a high level. Every
society pays the highest tribute to its men and women who commit their lives
to the service of their country: military, police and fire personnel; the church
gives great honor to those who go out as missionaries. Read the story of
Jim Elliot and his team in South America, or watch the movie “The End of the
Spear” to see how meaningful is the sacrifice of missionaries for the sake of
Christ.

But what about suffering that seems to make no sense? The Bible has a great
deal to say about suffering that appears to us as meaningless, and how our
attitude should be in the face of it.
James 1:2-4		
Phil. 1:29			
I Pet. 4:12-13, 19
James 5:10-11		
II Cor. 1:3-7			
Job 1:8-12, 20-22
Rom. 8:18-25		
Jn 9:1-3			
Heb. 11:13-16
III.

The following are just a few people who have triumphed over terrible life
circumstances:
Helen Keller, Corrie Ten Boom, J.R. Martinez (war hero, winner of 2011 Dancing
with the Stars), Joni Eareckson Tada, Itzhak Perlman.
Also consider these two from the Bible:
Joseph, son of Jacob, sold into slavery in Egypt
The prophet Daniel, taken into captivity by the Babylonians
Do you know someone who is enduring what seems to be pointless and unfair
suffering?
MASTERWORKS 2012 BIBLE STUDY
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DAY 7
IV.

Consider this astonishing letter, written by Ludwig van Beethoven, to his brothers, admitting his encroaching
deafness:

From childhood on my heart and soul have been full of the tender feeling of goodwill, and I was ever inclined to
accomplish great things. But, think that for 6 years now I have been hopelessly afflicted, made worse by senseless
physicians, from year to year deceived with hopes of improvement, finally compelled to face the prospect of a
lasting malady...Though born with a fiery, active temperament, even susceptible to the diversions of society, I was
soon compelled to withdraw myself, to live life alone. Ah, how could I possibly admit an infirmity in the one sense
which ought to be more perfect in me than in others, a sense which I once possessed in the highest perfection, a
perfection such as few in my profession enjoy or ever have enjoyed...What a humiliation for me when someone
standing next to me heard a flute in the distance and I heard nothing, or someone heard a shepherd singing
and again I heard nothing. Such incidents drove me almost to despair, a little more of that and I would have
ended my life – it was only my art that held me back. Ah, it seemed to me impossible to leave the world until I
had brought forth all that I felt was within me. So I endured this wretched existence… Perhaps I shall get better,
perhaps not, I am ready – forced to become a philosopher already in my 28th year, oh it is not easy… Divine One,
thou seest my inmost soul, thou knowest that therein dwells the love of mankind and the desire to do good. Oh
fellow men, when at some point you read this, consider then…someone who has had misfortune may console
himself to find a similar case to his, who despite all the limitations of Nature nevertheless did everything within
his powers to become accepted among worthy artists and men… - The Heiligenstadt Testament, 1802

When you perform or listen to Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, or any of his later works for that matter, are
you encouraged to persevere through suffering in order to share in the triumph of Christ? Does this give you
some insight into the meaning of suffering – that it is not always punishment from God or persecution from
men?

V.

VI.

Is suffering easier to bear when someone else is willing to share it? What is our obligation to those who are
suffering? Are you strengthened to persevere through your own trials because someone else has borne a
similar trial with grace?

If you feel the need for further comfort in the midst of pain, consider these books: When God Weeps, by Joni
Eareckson Tada; Shattered Lives by Larry Crabb, and The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis.
Spend your remaining time in supplication for those who are in pain.

notes
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THE INEQUALITY OF LIFE:
ADDRESSING POVERTY
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” - Matt. 5:3
“’Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!’ cries she with silent lips. ‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift
my lamp beside the golden door.’”
- The New Colossus by Emma Lazarus, engraved on the Statue of Liberty
Lord who made the lion and the lamb, you decreed that I should be what I am. Would it spoil some vast eternal plan, if I
were a wealthy man? - Tevye, Fiddler on the Roof






I.

None of us can avoid facing the fact that some people have it much
easier in this life than others. Why do you suppose God allows
the world to be so unequal? The Scripture references connected
to this question can at first seem rather unsatisfactory. Read
Job 38:1-5 and Rom. 9:1-21. These passages may remind you
of parents responding to their children with, “Because I said so.”
Why do parents say that? Is it because their children do not have
the maturity to understand the answer?

notes

A. Though God isn’t required to explain Himself, He certainly is
not silent on what our response to the needy should be. Look
at the following verses and discuss them:
Matt. 20:1-16
Matt. 25: 14-30
Mk. 10:17-27		
Mk. 12:41-44
Mk. 14:3-10
Lk. 9:46-48
Lk. 12:15-21
Lk. 16:19- 31

II.

Let’s take a closer look at the passage in Matt. 25 about the
talents. Does Jesus comment about the apparent unfairness
of giving one servant five talents and giving another one only
one? Have you considered that your own perception of wealth
and poverty may be skewed at times? What about the man who
received two talents? Why didn’t he complain about his unfair
disadvantage and respond as the third man did? Look again at
verse 29. Do you consider yourself capable of serving God with
the gifts and financial means He has provided for you, or do you
feel that life has treated you unfairly? What happens to the person
who refuses to dedicate his life to the service of God? Is poverty
an excuse for not contributing to your church or community?
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III.

IV.

V.

VI.

How do you react when someone else in your company has greater talent than you do? Read Ex.
20:17. How much of the discontent in our society is based less on actual need and more on envy for
someone else’s prosperity and success?
When Jesus talked about “the poor,” He undoubtedly meant those in extremely reduced financial
circumstances. However, people can be “poor” in other ways in this life (i.e., physical appearance,
intelligence, talent). How are you called to respond to these people?

Many of you are in school and are not yet required to make a living off of your work. Are you asking
God for direction in preparing you to support yourself in the future? Are you responsible with
money? Have you considered how you can help others through what the Lord provides?

In light of this discussion, share with your group any prayer concerns you have, and close with prayer.

notes
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JUDGMENT: DISCERNMENT
VS. CONDEMNATION




I.
II.

III.

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” - Matt. 7:1
“It is particularly incumbent on those who never change their opinion, to be secure of judging properly at first.”
- Elizabeth Bennet to Mr. Darcy, Pride and Prejudice
“The person who has a perpetually open mind will only end up having a hole in his head.” - Anonymous

notes

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

Look at the following two passages, just a few verses apart from one
another: Matt. 7:1-2 and Matt. 7:6, 15-20. The Greek word for “judge”
in verses 1-2, krino, could be translated in a number of different ways. It
includes everything from “choosing” and “separating” to “presiding over
with the power of giving judicial decisions.” Therefore, the generally
accepted translation of judging contains many shades of meaning. Do
you think Jesus was warning us against making an evaluation or against
declaring a condemnation? He later tells us to be cautious in dealing
with “dogs” and “swine,” confirming that we should exercise discernment
as a form of judgment.

Below are verses that may shed further light on what our attitude should
be towards “sin” and “sinners.”
Discernment				Condemnation
Matt. 10: 1, 11-16			
Mark 2: 15-17
Matt. 16: 5-12				
Lk. 7: 36-47
Matt. 24: 4-5, 23-25			
Lk. 19: 1-10
II Tim. 3: 1-5				
Jn. 9: 13-34

IV.

Do you see a pattern in these? While Jesus is cautioning the children of
God to be shrewd in their observation of sinful behavior, He emphatically
prohibits the attitude of condemnation toward the sinful person.
In any arts organization (or sports team, business, or family, for that
matter), there is always a certain tension between working with the
imperfections of people and pursuing excellence. Most of us have
experienced standards of excellence that require the exclusion of
some people, such as auditions. Have you ever worked in a group that
willingly compromised its standards in order to keep all of its members?
A wise director will choose repertoire that his/her personnel can
adequately execute. What about teaching? How do you challenge a
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V.

VI.

student to a higher standard of excellence without undermining his/her confidence to perform? Describe
the teacher/mentor who has helped you to the greatest success and think of those lessons in the light of this
discussion of discernment vs. condemnation.

Finally, the warning to not judge is usually interpreted, “You are never permitted to criticize me.” As a result,
people often avoid conflict altogether by leaving what could have been constructive criticism unspoken;
then, the opportunity for growth and deeper relationship is lost. Christians can be more susceptible to this
behavior than those who are less committed to honoring the Word of God. When you are thinking of a person
critically, but not addressing it directly with that person, what often happens? Have you ever been a part of
an organization where gossip and backstabbing were rampant? How do you combat that kind of destructive
atmosphere? Read Matt. 18:15. Godly confrontation is a skill that, if wisely and carefully applied, can create a
much healthier environment. It must be spoken in love.
If applicable, take time to confess any harbored hostility (no need to be overly specific) in your group, and
close with prayer for reconciliation.

notes
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GRACE AND TRUTH




I.
II.

“…Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” - Jn. 1:17
‘’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.” - Amazing Grace, John Newton, former
slave trader
“Truth without Grace can be called Judgment; Grace without Truth can be named License.”
- Henry Cloud, Changes that Heal

notes

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

“With grace alone, we are safe from condemnation, but we cannot
experience true intimacy. When the one who offers grace also offers truth
(truth about who we are, about who he or she is, and truth about the
world around us), and we respond with our true self, then real intimacy is
possible. “
- Changes That Heal
In the same way that we are exhorted by Jesus to discern but not
condemn, we also must see the symbiotic relationship between
grace and truth. Grace is the absence of condemnation and/or due
consequences. A doctrinal definition of grace is acceptance and/or
unmerited favor.

III.

Truth requires discernment. Have you had the blessed experience
of being known for who you truly are and still being accepted? Have
you risked exposing an embarrassing failure only to find that people
sometimes show you even more love? (Be sure to see more of this
discussion on Day 14.) Are you prepared to treat others with the same
grace? Read Colossians 4:6 and Micah 6:8.
Look at the following verses:
Jn. 5:14 (for context, 1-13)

Jn. 8:10-11 (for context, 3-9)

How has Jesus offered each of these people grace and truth at the same
time?

Now look at some other passages that exemplify legalism and judgment
on one hand, and license on the other.
Legalism 				
License
Matt. 12:1-14				
Rom. 6:1-2
Matt. 23:1-4				
I Cor. 5:1-5
Matt. 23:13-14, 23-24			
Rev. 2:19-21
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IV.

V.

No family gets everything right! And rarely does a family even come close to finding a balance between
grace and truth. As a result, we are somewhat “hard-wired” to emphasize one or the other. Without
overanalyzing, do you see yourself leaning more toward truth, perhaps even judging others, or
toward grace, and perhaps a bit of license? Is this tendency reflected in your approach to your artistic
discipline? Discuss.
Would you rather be a part of an organization so committed to excellence that you yourself might be
thrown out at any time, or an organization so committed to the fellowship of its members that you
frequently have to settle for poor performances? As you consider your answer, read Phil. 4:12. What
can you do to help keep grace and truth in balance in your lives and fellowship with others?
Spend the last 10 minutes in prayer.

notes
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TOLERATING SIN?




I.
II.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets;
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
- Matt. 5:17
“Whatever.” - Popular speech for, “I just don’t care.”

notes

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

Read I Cor. 5:9-10, 12-13 to begin this discussion. For the past two days,
we have been comparing the concepts and ramifications of judgment,
discernment, condemnation, grace, license, truth, etc. Today we’ll take a
hard look at what God expects of His church. Many verses direct God’s
people to lives holy live. We can’t possibly cover them all, but take a look
at some or all of these to begin:
Matt. 24:33		
II Cor. 11:1-4, 13-15
I Tim. 4:16		
Heb. 10:26-29		
Jude 1:4		

Rom. 6:1-2, 11-14
I Thess. 4:3-8		
I Tim. 6:3-5		
I Pet. 1:13-14		
Rev. 2:14-16

Rom. 16:17-19
II Thess. 3:14-15
Titus 1:16
II Pet. 2:1-2, 17-19

Jesus states on several occasions that He is the fulfillment of God’s Law,
but that God’s Law will never pass away. As the Creator of the universe
who put everything in its place, God knows how to maintain it. Not only
do we have the 10 commandments, but we also have the Sermon on the
Mount, which clarifies how God wants us to live–not just for outward
show, but within the heart, which is even more exacting.

Have you ever seen a member or leader of your church choose to embrace
a sinful behavior, thereby setting the congregation into turmoil? What
happens when the congregation “looks the other way” and does nothing?
Which is easier, to confront sinful behavior, as the Apostle Paul commands
to the Corinthian church, or to say, “Whatever” and tolerate it? God told
the prophet Ezekiel:
“When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn
him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life,
that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his
blood.” - Ez. 3:18
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III.

IV.

V.

VI.

Just as societies and styles change, so do opinions about which “sins” are unacceptable and which sins
“aren’t really that bad.” Our society seems to categorize many sinful behaviors into one of these labels.
Can you think of any examples?

Consider others, such as slander, envy, greed, sexual immorality (of any kind), and even witchcraft.
What about the “little” ones, like gossip, fits of anger, divisiveness, or drunkenness? How about the big
one, pride? Some of these things have become so acceptable to our society that now even our churches
look the other way. Have you been in a church that seemed overly tolerant? Are you overly tolerant of
sins? Recall the statement from yesterday that grace without truth is only license.
The Church is called to be salt and light in the world. Yet, statistics show that the percentages of
tragedies like divorce, theft, and abortion are no different among Christian congregations than the
rest of the population of the United States. Do you feel God’s calling on your life to be set apart for His
holiness? We cannot really live our lives completely sequestered away from the rest of the world; and
even if we could, God calls us to be in the world, in order to be that salt and light. How do you plan to
face the onslaught of objections to your standard that you will surely hear, if you haven’t already? Is
your relationship with the Lord personal enough to give you the strength to endure?
Throughout the Bible, God’s people are warned to expect and to not be fooled by “false prophets.” If
they call themselves “prophets,” where are you most likely to find them?
If this discussion has created any controversy in your group, pray now for peace and reconciliation.

notes
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ESCAPE FROM SIN





I.
II.

III.

IV.

V.

“In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in
your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the
parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not
under law, but under grace.” - Romans 6:11-14
“Never, never, never, never give up.” - Winston Churchill
“Oliver Sansweet: Ow, I think you broke something.
Mr. Incredible: Well, with counseling, I think you’ll come to forgive me.“ - The Incredibles

notes

Recite again Psalm 51:6 and open with prayer.

Now having discussed the evil that societies and even some churches
tolerate, what do we do with the sin that we tolerate in ourselves? Any
reasonably committed Christian is aware of some area of his or her life that
is not in perfect control. We all fail to live up to the perfect standard that
Christ sets for us; the apostle John tells us that “if we claim to be without sin,
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (I Jn. 1:8). However, God
does provide a way of escape for us. Listen to the words of the apostle Paul:
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened by a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1). Today, let’s discuss
bringing down strongholds of sin.

What are “strongholds?” Look at Jer. 2:13 and discuss some of the ways
people try to satisfy themselves without turning to God. If Jeremiah were
preaching in the 21st century, he would probably be referring to “addictions.”
Look at what Jesus has to say about the difficulty of ridding yourself of this
kind of habitual sin: Matt. 12:43-45. Have you ever had a similar experience
of dutifully trying to rid yourself of some sinful behavior, only to have it
come back with overwhelming force to reclaim your behavior or thoughts?
According to Gal. 6:7-8, what are the consequences of giving in to your sinful
nature?

What actually happens when you surrender your life to Christ? Read Col.
2:13-14. Notice verse 14; the written code that stands in condemnation of
our sins was nailed to the cross. When a criminal was crucified by the Roman
authorities, guards were posted at the site because this form of execution
could take up to 3 days, and the authorities wanted to be certain that no one
would come to the site and help get the victim off the cross. Have you ever
tried to eradicate a sinful behavior, but later returned to it to take it “back off
the cross?” Seek grace and strength from Christ, persevere in fighting against
your sinful nature, and it will die.
Responding to grace and truth involves repentance and forgiveness. This is
the way to freedom from sin and broken relationships. We seek repentance
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in the many ways we fall short of the glory of God, as soon as we are aware. And, we forgive others for their
shortcomings as well. When the disciples asked Jesus how to pray, He included the line, “Forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.”
He then followed up this instruction with, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father in heaven will not forgive
your sins.” - Matt. 6:12, 14
For emphasis, read the parable of the unmerciful servant in Matt. 18:18-35.

VI.

VII.

In your life, try to cultivate habits of repentance and forgiveness, and you will find yourself increasingly at
peace with God and free of bitterness against other people. Rev. 2:17 says “To him who overcomes, I will give
some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to
him who receives it.” Be an overcomer. Say yes to peace with God and be rid of your sinful life.

One final word of encouragement to anyone who is losing heart in the fight against temptation: God knows
you and loves you; He is not ashamed of you, no matter how much shame you may heap on yourself. Look
into the face of Jesus and experience for yourself the love that He has for you. Find a safe person to whom you
can confess your struggles so that you don’t have to carry the weight of your secret by yourself. Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Close with prayer, asking the Lord to strengthen you as you strive to live pure lives.

notes
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HOW DOES COMMITMENT
LEAD TO FREEDOM?


“These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your deeds, that
you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor
cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” - Rev. 3:14-16



“The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who in times of great moral crisis maintain their neutrality.” Dante Alighieri



“Thought we were on your side, did you? No fear…We don’t want you to win any more than the other gang. You can’t
take us in. The Dwarfs are for the Dwarfs.” - The Last Battle (Chronicles of Narnia)



“What do they do all day, these people in the Capitol, besides decorating their bodies and waiting around for a new
shipment of tributes to roll in and die for their entertainment?” - The Hunger Games


I.

II.

notes

Recite Psalm 51:6 and open in prayer.

Read the words of this old 70s song, “He’s Everything to me” by Ralph
Carmichael.

In the stars His handiwork I see; on the wind He speaks with majesty;
Though He ruleth over land and sea, what is that to me?
I will celebrate Nativity, for it has a place in history;
Sure He came to set his people free. What is that to me?
Till by faith I met Him face to face, and I felt the wonder of His grace,
Then I knew that He was more than just a God who didn’t care, who lived
away up there and
Now He walks beside me day by day, ever watching o’er me lest I stray,
Helping me to find that narrow way, He’s everything to me.
Today’s lesson could also have been entitled, “Does all this religion
business really matter?” Even apart from the people who don’t see
the point in investigating spiritual life at all (the seed that falls on the
pathway and never even takes root, Matt. 13:4), an embarrassing
percentage of professing Christians are less committed to following
Jesus and far more committed to prospering in this world (the seed
that gets choked by the weeds, Matt. 13:7). In fact, in some social and
political settings, it is fashionable and advantageous to “sprinkle a little
Jesus” in the conversation, to give the appearance of “spirituality.” Some
of these people aren’t even being intentionally devious. But what they
don’t know is that you cannot add Jesus to your life without subtracting
some other stuff, like sinful habits. How determined are you to “throw
off everything that hinders, and the sin that so easily entangles…and to
run with perseverance the race marked out for you?” Heb. 12:1
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III.

Look up these additional verses about the warnings against complacency:
Lk 9:62			
Jn. 6:60, 66		
James 1:22-25
Js. 2:18-19		
Gal. 6: 9		
II Tim. 2:19
Now look at some Scriptures that demonstrate how to get it right:
Lk. 10:30-37
Matt. 13:44-46		
Rev. 3:7-10

IV.

V.

VI.

Think of the best performers you know and consider their level of commitment to their work. Think of an
artistic experience in which everyone involved was completely committed to the success of the performance.
Can you contrast that to any experience in which people were unenthusiastic or indifferent? If not an artistic
undertaking, what about a sports contest? Have you ever noticed that the person with the greater love and
commitment is often who wins the chair or role over the person who only has a great technique? Would you
rather work with a teacher who is completely committed to your success or someone who doesn’t really care?
The more precise definition of the word “sloth” is not “laziness” but “indifference.”
As you increase your commitment to your discipline, do you find that you have more or less freedom? “But
whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it – not forgetting what they
have heard, but doing it – they will be blessed in what they do.” James 1:25

Are you prepared to give everything you are and everything you have to God? Or, are you holding back from a
complete commitment? You cannot serve two masters (Matt. 6:24), but you will serve one of them. It is not
possible to have zero gods in your life. If you do not believe that, have you considered that your god might be
yourself? How free are you to be in relationship with others when you are worshiping an idol?
Close with prayer requests and prayer time.

notes
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WHAT IS CHURCH
REALLY FOR?

I.
II.

III.




“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” - Heb. 10:24



“Joseph Angel: Looks like we’ll have to send somebody down. There are a lot of people asking for help for a
man named George Bailey.” - It’s a Wonderful Life

“Once I knew only darkness and stillness. My life was without past or future. But a little word from the fingers
of another fell into my hand that clutched at emptiness and my heart leaped to the rapture of living.”
- Helen Keller

notes

Recite Psalm 51: 6 and open with prayer.

Do you like going to church? What do you like or dislike about it? Why
do Christians put so much emphasis on going to church? What are some
objections about going to church? Has it seemed boring, hypocritical,
too commercial, or too much like the world? Do you have difficulty
relating to people at church? Is the Word of God not really preached? Is
your church all talk about God, but no living or loving Him?

Consider the first thing in the Garden of Eden that God declared not good
(Gen. 2:18). The need for companionship is a requirement of life. What
does healthy companionship provide for us?
First, it gives us a sense of belonging. Second, it gives us a sense of
identity separate from other people. For Christians, the question
is not, “Should I seek companionship?” but rather, “What kind of
companionship should I be seeking?”
Can you name a group of people who satisfy the need to belong but
deny the individual’s right to be different from the others? Do you
know someone who refuses membership in any organization because
he doesn’t want to surrender his need to be “himself?” What about
your own family? Do you all look, think, and feel the same, or are the
members of your family “like ships passing in the night?”

IV.

What does a healthy church look like? Read I Cor. 12:12-26, paying
particular interest to verse 26. In what ways can you compare the Body
of Christ to your orchestra, ballet company, or theatre group?
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A church is any place where one Christian may safely share his true self with other Christians and thus bring
glory to God. In Jn. 17:23, Jesus prays to the Father for his disciples and all future believers. He says, “May
they (all believers) be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them
even as you have loved me.” Isn’t that amazing—that God would love you with the same love as He has for
Jesus, His Son? Our unity and love for each other should be a convincing witness to the truth of Christ.

V.

VI.

VII.

Do you have a “safe” person with whom you can share your true self? Are you a safe person with whom
others are willing to entrust themselves? Have you ever had the unfortunate experience of trying to share
something sensitive with someone who actually wasn’t trustworthy? Perhaps he/she ridiculed you or used
the information against you in some way. Have you become unwilling to risk sharing yourself with others?
This calls for prayer and healing.
Read these verses and discuss other reasons why commitment to fellowship with other believers is a
fundamental obligation for Christians.
Phil. 3:17		
Eph. 4:4-7, 11-16
I Thess. 5:11		
James 5:13-16

Have you experienced Christian fellowship here at MasterWorks that satisfies your desire to belong? Do
you feel that you have been recognized for your unique talents and personality? If so, you have been living
in a small glimpse of the intentions that Jesus has for his church. Are you willing to take this blessing of true
fellowship back to your home fellowship? Can you offer the same kind of joy you have experienced here to
your family, church, and/or school? If you don’t have this kind of fellowship at home, would you be willing to
begin a new small group at your school or church?
This is the final Bible study. For the last two days with your group, spend your time sharing with each other
your most treasured experiences from this summer—what the Lord has done in your heart. Then, share
with each other one or two important things you will be facing this coming year so that you can pray for one
another.

notes
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DAYS 15 & 17

PRAISE AND PRAYER
“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.
Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the
Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” - Rom. 12: 9-12
(Use the rest of the pages for more notes, thoughts, and prayers.)

notes, thoughts, and prayers
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Disappointment With God
by Philip Yancey | 1988

“Surely you
desire

truth
in the inner
parts;
you teach me
wisdom in
my inmost
place.”
Psalm 51:6

SOLI
DEO
GLORIA

