Lessons

Day 1:
Welcome to
MasterWorks!

Day 1: Introduction: Welcome to MasterWorks!
Day 2: Your Identity - From Artistic Skill or from Christ?
Day 3: Teachability
Day 4: The Sacred Versus the Secular
Day 5: Purpose in the Arts
Day 6: Living for Praise
Day 7: Creativity
Day 8: Stagefright
Day 9: Resting
Day 10: Positions of Influence
Day 11: Suffering That Seems Meaningless
Day 12: The Importance of Being Fearless
Day 13: The Prayer of Desperation
Day 14: Abiding in Jesus
Day 15: Worship as a Lifestyle
Day 16: Leaving the Old Behind

To learn more about the MasterWorks Festival, please visit www.masterworksfestival.org

I. Begin the Bible Study tonight, and every
night, in prayer.

Notes

II. Take some time to introduce yourselves
to one another. Share your name, school or
employment, where you’re from, your artistic
discipline, etc.
III. Together, read Proverbs 3 and 4, then read
and discuss the following study:

Originally from
MasterWorks 2003

Primary Scripture:
Proverbs 3 & 4

Proverbs 3:1-3 talks of law and teaching, commandments, kindness and mercy, and truth.
What does this say about how we should live
our lives and relate to others - particularly in
the teaching context or competition/audition
situations? What happens in our lives if we live
according to the priciples outlined by scripture? Read the following passages:
Proverbs 3:4-6 Then you will win favor and a
good name in the sight of God and man. Trust
in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways submit
to him and he will make your paths straight.

Luke 2:52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man.
Romans 10:10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are
saved.
What do Proverbs 3:5 and 6 mean to you? Verse 5 serves as the foundation for verse 6. Bach famously wrote the phrase, “Soli Deo Gloria,” on
every one of his manuscripts. In what ways do you acknowledge God in
your own art form?
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My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong
your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. Let love and faithfulness never leave
you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. - Proverbs 3:1-3

1 Corinthians 10:33 Even as I try to please everyone in every way. For
I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may
be saved.
1 Corinthians 4:14-27 I am writing this not to shame you but to warn
you as my dear children. Even if you had ten thousand guardians in
Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your
father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this
reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful
in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which
agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.
Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you.
But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will
find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what
power they have. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of
power. What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a rod of discipline, or shall I come in love and with a gentle spirit?

continued on next page
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Notes

The various passages in today’s study describe the difference between
the righteous or wise living and wicked or arrogant. Do you think the various writers are over the top in their comparisons, or are we conditioned
by a culture strongly motivated by the arts and entertainment industries,
to see everything in subtle shades of gray, causing us to slide into compromise?
Matthew talks about how we as Christians have been given a light and
that we should live in such a way that that light is evident to everyone
around us, serving as the living example of God’s love and glory.

Day 2:
Your identity from Artistic skill
or from Christ?

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

We know what we are, but not what we may be. - William Shakespeare, Hamlet

List some of the specific ways that we can retain the brightness of our
light as outlined in verse 16. How can you apply these methods in your
own life, both on and off stage?
Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits
of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your
vats will brim over with new wine.
The above verses talk about honoring God with the firstfruits of your
harvest, meaning to bring in the first or best lamb of the season or the
first good sheaf of grain to the priest as part of a sacrifice, even before
you take what you need for yourself. The poor widow in Mark 12:41-44
took this principle even further -- how much did she give? What do you
consider the “first fruits” of your produce, especially as an artist? Apart
from money, what wealth do you have? How do you honor God with this
wealth?
The two verses have a certain cause and effect sequence. How much of
a motivator is it for you to give? Compare the verses with Psalm 94:12,
Matthew 6:19-20, Luke 12:33, Proverbs 3:11-12, and Hebrews 12:5-13.
What is the difference between punishment and discipline? Is there an
application to learning a specific skill in your particular career?
Proverbs 3:13-27 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain
understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and yields better
returns than gold. She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire
can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand
are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths
are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those
who hold her fast will be blessed. By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s
foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by his
knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the
dew. My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight,
preserve sound judgment and discretion; they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. Then you will go on your way in safety, and
your foot will not stumble. When you lie down, you will not be afraid;
when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. Have no fear of sudden
disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, for the Lord will be at
your side and will keep your foot from being snared. Do not withhold
good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act.
Do you think the finding of wisdom is related to both honoring God and
discipline? Why? The writer here says wisdom was an integral part of the
creation process. Is this true of your use of creative talent? How? Can
you share examples from your life where God’s wisdom has enabled you
to overcome fear, given specific direction, or alerted you to a particular
snare as you pursue your career in the arts?
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IV. Take some time to share your thanksgivings and needs with the Lord
and the group. Try and take some time to pray for blessing over the rest
of the Festival as we continue from this first lesson.

But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose
sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in
Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—yes,
to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.- Philipians 3:7-11

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Originally from
MasterWorks 2002

Primary Scripture:
Philipians 3:7-11
Romans 8:15-17

Notes

II. Read the verses above as a group, if someone uses a different version than the one
above (NIV) feel free to share the differences
in the scripture.
III. How long have you been involved in the
performing arts? When did you find yourself
truly loving the arts, and how did you become
aware of this?

In the arts we often pick up a mentality of
everything being for the performance. We
answer to “second chair viola” or “alto” and
accept that as our identity. Have you ever felt
that your particular artistic discipline was becoming too important in your
life? If a sudden accident or change of fate suddenly struck, how would it
affect you if you had to give up the arts as a possible career?
John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one
who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I
too will love them and show myself to them.”
If someone considered you to be a horrible performer, would you still be
secure in God’s love for you? What about if they thought you were great?
Galatians 4:4-7 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under
the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are
his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child;
and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
Do you have a difficult time visualising yourself as the son or daughter of
God?
Mark 4:18-19 It is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is good,
and to be so always, not just when I am with you. My dear children,
for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in
you.
Deuteronomy 8:11-14 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your
God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that
I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied,
when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and

continued on next page
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Notes

flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is
multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the
Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
How much of our “self” is wrapped up in our artistic skill? Discuss the
balance between loving our art forms (which we should do) and becoming
obsessed with them to the point of having no identity separate from the
art (which is generally not so favorable).

Day 3:
Teachability

Romans 8:15-17 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so
that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about
your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we
are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ,
if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory.
The Romans verses above paint a clear picture that in Jesus we are not
slaves, but free. That freedom extends both to freedom from sin and
freedom from having to engage in the existential search for ourselves.
Our identity lies not in what instrument we play or what solo we are able
to secure, but in who carries us through our lives (both before and after
death). As the only constant in our lives, we must hold first to God, and
secondly to anything else.
IV. Collect any requests anyone may have and close in prayer.

“But we’re a university! We have to have a library!” said Ridicully. “It adds tone, what sort of
people would we be if we didn’t go into the library?”
“Students,” said Senior Wrangler morosely. - Terry Pratchett, The Last Continent
Whoever heeds instruction is on the path to life, but he who rejects reproof leads others astray.
-Proverbs 10:17
I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Notes

II. Read and discuss Proverbs 1:20 - 2:8 as a
group.

Originally from
MasterWorks 2006

III. What is the hardest class, artistic or otherwise, that you’ve ever taken? What made it so
difficult?
How do we gain knowledge and understanding? Pay special attention to the verses from
the passage outlined below. List all of the
verbs used and try to define each one.

Proverbs 2:1- My son, if you accept my words
and store up my commands within you,
turning your ear to wisdom
and applying your heart to understanding—
indeed, if you call out for insight
and cry aloud for understanding,
and if you look for it as for silver
and search for it as for hidden treasure,
then you will understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God.
For the Lord gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.

Primary Scripture:
Proverbs 10:17
Proverbs 1:20-2:8

Who or what is the ultimate source of understanding? How can we “accept
[His] words”? How do we practically apply this to our lives?
What are the results of accepting God’s Word? Take the verses below and try
to look at each benefit offered and discuss its meaning.
Proverbs 1:23 Repent at my rebuke!
Then I will pour out my thoughts to you,
I will make known to you my teachings.
Proverbs 1:33 but whoever listens to me will live in safety
and be at ease, without fear of harm.
Proverbs 2:5-8 then you will understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God.
For the Lord gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.
He holds success in store for the upright,
he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless,
for he guards the course of the just
and protects the way of his faithful ones.
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What are the results of refusing God’s Word?

continued on next page
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Notes

Proverbs 1:26-32 “Then they will call to me but I will not answer;
they will look for me but will not find me,
since they hated knowledge
and did not choose to fear the Lord.
Since they would not accept my advice
and spurned my rebuke,
they will eat the fruit of their ways
and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.
For the waywardness of the simple will kill them,
and the complacency of fools will destroy them;

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. -Matthew 6:33

Day 4:
The Sacred vs.
The Secular

How can we apply these truths when taking instruction from teachers, coaches, directors, etc? If you consider the decision of God, a director, conductor,
etc. to be wrong then what is your responsibility? Are these principles applicable to both the arts world and everything else we do at school, work, or
wherever else we go with anyone we meet? How so?
IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer. Try to take some time to pray for
wisdom and the ability to learn for each of the people in your study group.

Originally from
MasterWorks 2001

Primary Scripture:
Matthew 8:10-13
Proverbs 1:20-2:8

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.
II. Read and discuss the passage below.

Notes

Matthew 8:10-13 When Jesus heard this, he
was amazed and said to those following him,
“Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in
Israel with such great faith. I say to you that
many will come from the east and the west, and
will take their places at the feast with Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.
But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown
outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it
be done just as you believed it would.” And his
servant was healed at that moment.
III. Look back at Matthew 6:33. Is your pursuit
of a career in the performing arts consistent
with, or in conflict with seeking the Kingdom of
God? How does this relate to Matthew 7:21?

Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

What is the “will of God” for you? (consider Matthew 25:14-30)
A musicologist studied the ethnic music of his host country and even learned
to write and play some of their cultural music on their own culturally unique
instruments. Having won their respect he asked to give a seminar to explain
western music and took the opportunity to explain in detail the opening passage of Bach’s Matthew Passion, thus enabling him the opportunity to share
and explain the Gospel to a totally Islamic, very interested, audience.
If God were to call you now to go to a teaching position in an arts school in
an Islamic nation, what would you do? Would you have a valid reason not to
go?
Matthew 8:19-22 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said,
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to lay his head.”
Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”
You’ve now been at the MasterWorks Festival for almost a full week and have
had the opportunity to meet many of our gifted Faculty who are all committed
Christians. Have you wondered why these men and women, who clearly have
an active faith, are performing in concert halls or teaching in schools and not
traveling as a preacher/teacher?
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Have you ever had people come to you in your own life and tell you that you
should give up your career in the arts to “go into ministry?” How have you
responded?

continued on next page
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Notes

What consitutes a “call” in your opinion? Do you think God can call you into
a secular position? Compare thoughts with the verses below.
Genesis 45:8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He
made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all
Egypt.
Daniel 6:24-28 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused
Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their
wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

Nothing is more creative... nor destructive... than a brilliant mind with a purpose.
- Dan Brown, Inferno

Day 5:
Purpose in
the Arts

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and
ever. Amen. - 1 Peter 4:10-11

Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in
all the earth:

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

“May you prosper greatly! I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.

II. Read and discuss 1 Peter 4:10-11 as a
group.

“For he is the living God
and he endures forever;
his kingdom will not be destroyed,
his dominion will never end.
He rescues and he saves;
he performs signs and wonders
in the heavens and on the earth.
He has rescued Daniel
from the power of the lions.”
So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.
Esther 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for
the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will
perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for
such a time as this?”
Why did Jesus commend the centurion in verse 10 then send him back in
verse 13, but also appear to rebuke those who wanted to follow him in verses 20-21? Do you personally have conditions on your following Jesus?
Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven.
Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.

Originally from
MasterWorks 2009

Primary Scripture:
1 Peter 4:10-11
Luke 10:1-4

Notes

III. Do you ever struggle with the feeling that
maybe the arts aren’t a “Christian” enough career goal to pursue? Maybe someone has even
told you that before. Do you ever feel that as
an artist you are misunderstood by the church?
Share some of your thoughts on this with the
group.

According to Peter, why are we given gifts? For
what purposes? What are your artistic gifts?
What about your other gifts (spiritual or physical)? Do these gifts serve the same purpose in
God’s eyes as your artistic ones?
God values artists. Below are two examples of artists in the Bible and how
God used their art to His glory. Bezalel, Take a few minutes to read through
these stories and share your observances about Bezalel, Oholiab, and David.
Exodus 31:1-6 Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel,
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with
the Spirit of God, with skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts-so make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and
set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship.
Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan, to help him. Also, I have given skill to all the craftsmen to make
everything I have commanded you.
1 Samuel 16:23 Whenever the Spirit from God came upon Saul, David
would take his harp and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would
feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.
Read Luke 10:1-4.
Luke 10:1-4 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent
them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was
about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not
take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.
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Have you ever seen the arts community as a mission field? Would you agree
that the harvest is plentiful? What does the harvest look like at your school
or arts organization?

continued on next page
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Notes

What about the workers - are they few? How many Christians do you know in
the arts in your immediate circles of influence?
Your gifts are not a mistake or a coincidence. God gave them to you for the
service of others, and to bring glory to His name in a community that desperately needs Christians. Being an artist is a worthy endeavor. Why? Because
the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. - John 4:23

Day 6:
Living for Praise

“Oh! men and brethren, what would this heart feel if I could but believe
that there were some among you who would go home and pray for a
revival - men whose faith is large enough, and their love fiery enough to
lead them from this moment to exercise unceasing intercessions that
God would appear among us and do wondrous things here, as in the
times of former generations.” - C. H. Spurgeon

Notes

In Galatians 1:10 what two desires are contrasted? According to this verse, what happens when
we desire to please men more than God?

Originally from
MasterWorks 2008

Try and write down one goal for yourself for spreading the gospel in the arts
community, or for using your art to minister to your community.
J. S. Bach once said, “The aim and final end of all music should be none
other than the glory of God and the refreshment of the soul.” May this truly
be the center of our own artistic endeavors.

II. Read and discuss Galatians 2:1-22 as a
group.
III. Galatians 1:10 Am I now trying to win the
approval of human beings, or of God? Or am
I trying to please people? If I were still trying
to please people, I would not be a servant of
Christ.

Reflect on this quote. Dream for a few moments about what revival would
look like within the arts community. Think practically about your own life.
What can you do this year to help bring about revival within your own community?
What is a specific way you might be able to minister to other people through
your music (remember David’s example)?

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Primary Scripture:
Galatians 2:1-21

In Galatians 2, who was Paul confronting, and
why? What people did Paul refuse to cater to?
What is Paul’s main concern in each encounter
he has? What is the truth of the gospel that Paul
wants to preserve?
What was Peter’s struggle? What was at the root
of this struggle? How is the importance of pleasing God displayed in this situation?

IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.
Think about your own life and the life of those you know. Would you say that
we are naturally inclined to try and please men? Do you consider this to be a
good or bad thing, and what do you think God has to say about the subject?
1 Thessalonians 2:2-6 We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared
to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. For the appeal we
make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying
to trick you. On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be
entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God,
who tests our hearts. You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on
a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. We were not looking for
praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles
of Christ we could have asserted our authority.
Proverbs 29:25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare,
but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.
Read the parable of the talents found in Matthew 25:14-28. Taking that parables are lessons taught through stories, who does the master in the parable
represent? Who does the servant represent? How did the servants earn the
praise of their master? What was the result of the faithfulness to what the
master had entrusted them?
What would life look like for the artist whose main pursuit was pleasing God?
What would it look like in the practice room, orchestra rehearsals, performances, auditions, in relating to other artists, etc?
Take a minute to honestly look at your life. Who are you seeking praise from?
Whose fame are you trying to spread, yours or Christ’s?
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IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. - Genesis 1:1
The secret to creativity is knowing how to hide your sources. - C. E. M. Joad

Notes

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Day 7:
Creativity

Working toward a career in the arts can be an extremely self-absorbed occupation. Do you regard your creative pursuits as something to fulfill yourself,
or are they a gift from God for the purpose of serving and worshipping Him?
At MasterWorks we like to say that we are really performing for “an audience
of One.” Do you perform for the approval of people or the approval of God?
You may want to privately meditate on these thoughts rather than discuss
them with the group.

II. Read and discuss 1 Peter 4:10-11 as a
group.

VI. If you still have time, look at the following verses about how art can be
twisted away from glorifying God and instead used for worshipping creation.

III. Creator
cre·a·tor

1. Exodus 20:4					
3. Romans 1:21-25				

One that creates, usually by bringing something new or original into being.

IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.

/krē’ādur/ noun

Create
cre·a·te

/krē’āt/ verb

Notes

2. Daniel 3:1-5
4. Acts 19:23-27

Originally from
MasterWorks 2014

To bring into existence; to produce through
imaginative skill.
Creation
cre·a·tion

/krē’āSH(e)n/ noun

The act of bringing the world into ordered existence; the act of making, inventing, or producing.

Primary Scripture:
Exodus 31:1-6
Genesis 1:1-26

Every person involved in the arts is keenly aware of the premium placed
on creativity! Where do you think your creativity comes from? Can you
verbalize what makes one particular performer stand apart as more “creative” than others? Look at this quote by C.S. Lewis and discuss what
you think artistic creativity is (without spending quite the entire evening).
“Even in literature and art, no man who bothers about originality will
ever be original; whereas if you simply try to tell the truth (without caring twopence how often it has been told before) you will, nine times out
of ten, become original without having noticed it.”
IV. Now compare your discussion to this passage about art from Exodus
31:1-6.
Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri,
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit
of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all
kinds of skills— to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and
bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all
kinds of crafts. Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of
the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I have given ability to all the skilled
workers to make everything I have commanded you:
Do your ideas about artistic creativity include gratitude to God for the
wisdom He gives to the artist?
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continued on next page

V. Read these passages about what God says of your role in His own creative
plans.
1. Genesis 1:1-5
2. Genesis 1:26
3. John 1:1-3
4. Psalm 139:13-16 5. Ephesians 2:10
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Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. - 1 Peter 5:7
It’s interesting - years ago, I had such bad stage fright during musical theater auditions that I just
gave up. And now I’m on Broadway. - Tom Lenk

Notes

The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” - Exodus 33:14

Day 8:
Stagefright

Day 9:
Rest

I make no secret of the fact that I would rather lie on a sofa than sweep beneath it.
- Shirley Conran

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

II. Read and discuss 1 Peter 5:7 as a group.

II. Read and discuss Matthew 11:25-30 as a
group.

III. Have you ever experienced a really bad
case of stagefright? Were you able to overcome it? If so, what helped you?
Do you think being nervous helps or hurts your
performing?
Think about nervousness or fear, where do you
think that it comes from? What can we do to
overcome it?
Do you think being nervous is learned or naturally inborn? Can it be changed or reversed?
Proverbs 29:25 Fear of man will prove to be
a snare,
but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.

Originally from
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Primary Scripture:
1 Peter 5:7
Joshua 1:9

What is the “fear of man” referring to in the verse?
Does this fear relate to stagefright?
Do you think there are things nervousness prevents you from doing? List
some examples.
1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made
perfect in love.
Discuss the love in the verse above. What is it? Where does it come from?
What would the “punishment” be in the case of struggles stemming from
stagefright?
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.
IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.

Originally from
MasterWorks 2010

Primary Scripture:
Matthew 11:25-30
Psalm 23
Mark 6:45-46
is light.”

Notes

Matthew 11:25-30 At that time Jesus said, “I
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the
wise and learned, and revealed them to little
children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were
pleased to do.
“All things have been committed to me by
my Father. No one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden

III. Artists might not be disciplined in every area of their lives, but if we
want to make it as artistis we must at least be disciplined in our art.
Sometimes we wear ourselves out both physically and emotionally by
devoting so many hours of time to practicing, rehearsals, personal study,
classes, etc. You’re probably familiar with the phrase “No rest for the
weary.” Have you ever stopped to think if this is how God really wants it?
Genesis 2:1-3 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their
vast array.
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so
on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work
of creating that he had done.
What did God do on the seventh day of creation? Why?
In Matthew 11:28, who does Jesus refer to as the weary and heavy burdened and why?
What are the main sources of weariness in your own life? Remember last
night’s lesson, what are we to do with the anxious thoughts that build up in
our minds?
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Take some time to read Psalm 23. King David was described as a “man
after God’s own heart.” In the Psalms, we get a glimpse of their relationship
through these personal letters between the two. What strikes you about
David’s relationship with God in Psalm 23?

continued on next page
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Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.
What action verbs are used to describe how God provided for David?
We see in Matthew 11 that Jesus wants to give rest to the weary and burdened soul. What characteristic of the shepherd spoke to you the most and
why?
What benefits do you think will result in your art through resting in Jesus
daily and drinking water from His well?
Mark 6:45-46 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and
go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.
IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.

Day 10:
Positions of
Influence

Originally from
MasterWorks 1998
Primary Scripture:
Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 1:26-38
1 Timothy 3:1-13
Luke 21:15
James 1:5-6

Praise be to the name of our God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. He changes time
and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge
to the discerning. - Daniel 2:20-21
I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.
II. Read and discuss Matthew 1:18-25 and
Luke 1:26-38 as a group.

Notes

Matthew 1:18-25 This is how the birth of Jesus
the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before
they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph
her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he
had in mind to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”). When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But
he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son.
And he gave him the name Jesus.
Luke 1:26-38 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged
to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings,
you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever;
his kingdom will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will
be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have
a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive
is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.”
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“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

continued on next page
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III. Read the following study:
The first chapter of Matthew gives a brief summary of the Christmas
story from the perspective of Joseph. Conversely, the first chapter of Luke
gives us the same story but from Mary’s perspective. How did Mary and
Joseph respond to the angel’s news?
Sitting now in our MasterWorks Bible Study thousands of years after the
events of this story we know how it ends up, but Mary and Joseph only
had what they had been taught of the Old Testament prophecies about
the Messiah (the Christ). What do you think they expected for the future?

Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like
him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” - Job 1:8

Day 11:
Suffering That
Seems Meaningless

James 3:1 Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more stictly.
If God chose you to be in a place of significant influence what would be
your response? How would you handle your responsibility?
Thankfully, we don’t have to go it alone, help is there for us.
Psalm 119:9-10 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living
according to your word. I seek you with all of my heart; do not let me
stray from your commands.
Proverbs 8:10 Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge
rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and
nothing you desire can compare with her.
IV. In the time remaining, share any requests and close with prayer.

Notes

II. Read and discuss John 16:33 as a group.
John 16:33 I have told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world.

Think about your own life. Have you ever been chosen for a prominent
role? What was your response? What are some positions of significant
influence in the music world, and how much influence do you think they
have in the world in general?

2 Timothy 2:24-25 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth.

We seem to be made to suffer. It’s our lot in life. - C-3PO, Star Wars
I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

What kind of an influence do you think Mary and/or Joseph had on Jesus
and his future ministry?

What does the Bible say about teachers, disciples, or anyone else with
responsibility? Take some time to read 1 Timothy 3:1-13

He who fears he shall suffer, already suffers what he fears. - Michel de Montaigne

III. Most people can endure trials and hardship when they can see that their sacrifice
is for a worthy cause. For example, all great
artists have given themselves to the pursuit of
excellence, often at great cost to themselves
and possibly their families as well. Working
many hours alone in a practice room, giving
Primary Scripture:
up opportunities to vacation and relax with
friends, not to mention the financial sacrifice
John 16:33
of lessons, equipment, competitions, school
tuitions, all these things seem worth it when
you can perform at a high level. Every society pays the highest tribute to
its men and women who commit their lives to the service of their country:
military, police, and fire personnel; the church gives great honor to those
that go out as missionaries. Read the story of Jim Elliot and his team
in South America, or watch the movie The End of the Spear, to see how
meaningful is the sacrifice of missionairies for the sake of Christ.

Originally from
MasterWorks 2012

But what about suffering that seems to make no sense? The Bible has a
great deal to say about suffering that apears to us as meaningless and what
our attitude should be in the face of it. Read the verses below:
James 1:2-4 			
Philippians 1:29
1 Peter 4:12-13, 19
James 5:10-11			
11 Corinthians 1:3-7
Job 1:8-12, 20--22
Romans 8:18-25		
John 9:1-3		
Hebrews 11:13-16
The following are just a few people who have triumphed over terrible life
circumstances:
Helen Keller, Corrie Ten Boom, J.R. Martinez (war hero and winner of the
2011 Dancing with the Stars), Joni Eareckson Tada, Itzhack Perlman.
Also consider these two from the Bible:
Joseph, son of Jacob who was sold into slavery in Egypt
The prophet Daniel, taken into captivity by the Babylonians
Do you know someone who is enduring what seems to be pointless and
unfair suffering?
Consider the astonishing letter found on the following page, written by Ludwig
van Beethoven to his brothers, admitting his encroaching deafness.
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From childhood on my heart and soul have been full of the tender
feeling of goodwill, and I was ever inclined to accomplish great things.
But, think that for 6 years now I have been hopelessly afflicted, made
worse by senseless physicians, from year to year deceived with hopes
of improvement, finally compelled to face the prospect of a lasting malady... Though born with a fiery, active temperament, even sususceptible
to the diversions of society, I was soon compelled to withdraw myself,
to live life alone. Ah, how could I possibly admit an infirmity in the one
sense which ought to be more perfect in me than in others, a sense
which I once possessed in the highest perfection, a perfection such as
few in my profession enjoy or ever have enjoyed...What a humiliation
for me when someone standing next to me heard a flute in the distance and I heard nothing, or someone heard a shepherd singing and
again I heard nothing. Such incidents drove me almost to despair, a
little more of that and I would have ended my life - it was only my art
that held me back. Ah, it seemed to me impossible to leave the world
until I had brought forth all that I felt was within me. So I endured this
wretched existence...Perhaps I shall get better, perhaps not, I am ready
- forced to become a philosopher already in my 28th year, oh it is not
easy... Divine One, thou seest my inmost soul, thou knowest that therein dwells the love of mankind and the desire to do good. Oh fellow men,
when at some point you read this, consider then...someone who has
had misfortune may console himself to find a similar case to his, who
despite all the limitations of Nature nevertheless did everything within
his powers to become accepted among worthy artists and men... -The
Heiligenstadt Testament, 1802
When you perform or listen to Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, or any of his
later works for that matter, are you encouraged to persevere through suffering in order to share in the triumph of Christ? Does this give you some
insight into the meaning of suffering - that it is not always punishment
from God or persecution from men?
Is suffering easier to bear when someone else is willing to share it?
What is our obligation to those who are suffering? Are you strengthened
to persevere through your own trials because someone else has borne a
similar trial with grace?
If you feel the need for further comfort in the midst of pain, consider
these books: When God Weeps by Joni Eareckson Tada, Shattered Lives
by Larry Crabb, and The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis.
IV. In the time remaining, share any requests and close with prayer.

Day 12:
The Importance
of Being Fearless

I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more.
But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power
to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men,
the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God - Luke 12:4-5. 8
A dead thing can go with the stream, but only a living thing can go against it.. - G.K. Chesterton
I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Notes

II. Read and discuss Daniel chapters 3 and 6
as a group.

Originally from
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Primary Scripture:
Luke 12:4-5, 8
Daniel 3, 6

III. Some examples of faith in the Bible are so
plain and powerful that they can be understood
with little to no commentary. Two of these are
found in the book of Daniel. Let’s take a small
trip to Babylon and enjoy these stories of the
triumph of faith.
As you read, here are a few points to make note
of:

a. Look at Daniel 3:18, Shadrach, Meshack,
and Abednego had no certainty that God would
rescue them -- in fact, they most likely had at
least some expectation that they would die that
day. Yet, they were unflinching in their statement
to the king. It is wise to establish this kind of faith before it is put to such a
test. Now is the time to work to cement our faith and ask the Lord to give us
His strength and courage. Don’t put off making these decisions.
b. The most important foundation to all spiritual life is seen in Daniel 6:10.
Daniel was a man of prayer; his relationship with God was more real to him
than any threat. In fact, the one detail that the Bible records about Daniel’s
prayer was its marked thankfulness. Even after years of servitude and exile,
Daniel still had a heart of gratitude. Always cultivate an ever-deepending
prayer life, and always maintain an attitude of thankfulness.
c. In Daniel 3:25, Nebuchadnezzer sees four men walking together in the furnace! Who was this fourth man? Notice also how Nebuchadnezzer calls for
the three men to come out, but he doesn’t seem to call to this fourth man.
d. The conclusion of both of these stories is the same. Compare Daniel 3:28
to Daniel 6:26-27. In front of two kings, their officials, and many other people, God chose to demonstrate His power to save. These kinds of miraculous
displays are still happening today. If you know of any such examples, please
share them with your group.
IV. In the time remaining, share any requests and close with prayer.
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Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. - Hebrews 5:8
Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at His disposition, and listening
to His voice in the depth of our hearts. - Mother Teresa

Notes

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the
one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. - 2 John 1:9

Day 13:
The Prayer of
Desperation

Day 14:
Abiding in Jesus

II. Read and discuss Mark 10:46-52 as a
group.
Mark 10:46-52 Then they came to Jericho.
As Jesus and his disciples, together with a
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind
man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of
Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!”
Many rebuked him and told him to be
quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!”

Originally from
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Originally from
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Primary Scripture:
Mark 10:46-52

Primary Scripture:
John 15

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
III. At what point in this story did Jesus notice Bartimaeus?
What did Bartimaeus have to do to get Jesus to notice him?
What role does the crowd play in this passage?
What does this passage reveal about who Jesus is?
What does this passage reveal about how Jesus responds to people?
What do you think drove Bartimaeus’s persistence?
In your own life, what things make you feel desperate? As an artist, is there
a more direct way for you to relate to Bartimaeus? In what ways?
“An indicator of our level of trust in Jesus can be how willing we are to make
our requests to him public?” Do you agree with this statement? Why or why
not?
In what areas of your life do you or someone you know need healing (emotional, physical, spiritual)?
The arts are full of desperate people. How could you use this passage, or
any other passages of scripture to help to minister to them.
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II. Read and discuss John Chapter 15 as a
group.
John 15:1-27 I am the true vine, and my Father
is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. You are already clean because of the
word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up!
On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing
his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and
came to Jesus.

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

IV. In the time remaining, share any requests and close with prayer.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you
do not remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is
this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know
his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that
I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me,
but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit
that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give
you. This is my command: Love each other.
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of
my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come
and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no
excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not
done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin.
As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. But
this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the
Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. And
you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.
III. In the time remaining, share any requests and close with prayer.
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How many ways can you think of to worship God? Try and list some examples with the group.

Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have
done wonderful things, things planned long ago. - Isaiah 25:1
You haven’t prepared yourself for worship if you just practice musical art
- LaMar Boschman, A Passion for His Presence

Notes

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.

Day 15:
Worship as
a Lifestyle

II. Read and discuss the verse above as a
group.

In our fast paced 21st century lives, it is all
too easy to forget to worship God. Read Psalm
104:33-34.
Psalm 104:33-34 I will sing to the Lord all
my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I
live.
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
as I rejoice in the Lord.

“‘Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God Almighty,’
who was, and is, and is to come.”
Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who
sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders
fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives
for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say:

III. Has worship ever changed the way you
perform? What is worship in your own words?
Why do we worship? Is it just music? Are there
limits to worship? Is there anything that can’t
be worship?
Pretend you are God for a moment. How would
you design worship?

Revelation 4:8-11 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was
covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they
never stop saying:

Originally from
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“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being.”
IV. Collect any requests and close in prayer.

Primary Scripture:
Isaiah 40:28-31

How does the word meditation impact worship? Is it possible to make
worship a lifestyle? How?
God desires our worship for our benefit. Worship pleases God, and it
gives life to the worshiper. Read Isaiah 40:28-31
Isaiah 40:28-31 Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.
How does worship affect our relationship with God?

26

continued on next page

Consider God’s character; it will take an eternity to begin to thank him for
who he truly is. How can this be part of your life?
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No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will pull
away from the old, making the tear worse. And no one pours new wine into old wineskins.
Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No,
they pour new wine into new wineskins.. - Mark 2:21-22

Notes

I. Begin the Bible Study in prayer.
II. Read and discuss the verse above as a
group.
III. When the wise men from the east followed
the star to Jerusalem to find the newborn King
of the Jews, they were directed by the religious
scholars and leaders to seek him in Bethlehem. The suspicious and jealous King Herod
then requested of the wise men, “Go to Bethlemen and search carefully for the child. And
when you find him, come back and tell me so
that I can go and worship him, too!” (Matthew
2:8) But, after they had found the Christ-child
and worshipped him, “having been warned by
God in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed for their own country by another way.”
(Matthew 2:12) Once you have met Jesus, you
never go back to the old way. God’s spirit will
always lead you into a new life full of adventures that you would never have imagined for
yourself.

Day 16:
Leaving the
Old Behind

Romans 7:14-25 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual,
sold as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to
do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I
agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it
is sin living in me. For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is,
in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot
carry it out. For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not
want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it
is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there
with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law
at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to
God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful
nature a slave to the law of sin.
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Primary Scripture:
Mark 2:21-22

Galatians 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.
The imagery of “crucifying” one’s sinful nature is particularly apt in this discussion. Some habitual sin does not die easily. When the Romans crucified
Jesus, they posted guards at the site to ensure that his friends and disciples
could not come back later and take him down from the cross before he died.
Don’t be tempted to rescue your old sinful behavior before it is completely
dead - which, in some cases, may take the rest of your life...

Read about God’s call to Abraham and Ruth’s commitment to leave her
home to go with her mother-in-law Naomi to a new country. Then compare
their behavior to people who wanted to hold onto their old lives.

Can you think of some examples of huge changes in your own life? Did you
have difficulty saying goodbye to the old, familiar places and friends? How do
you think Abraham and Ruth felt about leaving the familiar for an unknown
place?

1. Abraham Genesis 11:27 - 12:6
Hebrews 12:8-10
2. Ruth Ruth 1:1-18
3. Lot’s wife Genesis 19:12-26
4. The Israelites Numbers 11:4-6; 13:1-2, 25-33; 14:1-4; 20:2-5
5. Other verses: Luke 9:62, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 17-22

IV. As we close out the last night of the MasterWorks 2016 Bible Study,
look back at all of the lessons you have gone through with your group. Were
there any that stood out in particular to you? Lessons that you might want to
“bookmark”? Why were these important to you? Share any closing thoughts
with your group as you close in prayer.

The Israelites had witnessed the mighty displays of God’s power over the
Egyptian Pharaoh, and all the ways He had addressed their every need in
the wilderness, usually by some completely miraculously and spectacular
way. Why do you think they continued to complain as soon as any difficulty arose? Are you sometimes guilty of the same attitude when faced
with challenges that you don’t know how to overcome? When a teacher
recommends that you change something in your technique, how commited are you to making that change? If a director asks you to interpret your
role differently, are you willing to rethink your character? When is it right
to leave the “old” behind, to change and compromise and when might it
be wrong?
Are there behaviors and habits that you have vowed to leave behind, and
then run back to in a moment of weakness? If so, you would certainly not
be alone! Read the words of the Apostle Paul about struggling with sin in
Romans 7:14-25 and Galatians 5:24.
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May the blessing of Jesus
Christ go with you and
sustain you throughout this
life and bring you into the
eternal kingdom of God!

