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Day 1: Introductions
I.

Begin with prayer to open our hearts to the will of God, that all we
think, say, and do this summer will be for the purpose of deepening our
relationships with God and each other.

II.

Introduce yourselves to each other: name, home, school and/or job, artistic
discipline, and one other interesting fact about yourself.

III.

Read the following opening statement about this summer’s study together:
Whether you want to acknowledge it or not, all of us are spiritual
creatures. Reaching out beyond ourselves for a God to worship happens
as unconsciously as breathing. G.K. Chesterton stated, “If a man will not
worship God, he will worship anything.” In other words, those who refuse
to bow down to their Creator, the God of the universe, will find themselves
putting up all manner of idols to fill the void. No one does not worship—
even if they worship only themselves. Are you aware of this reality?
The world is dominated by a proclivity towards evil and idolatry. The
pressure to conform to the prevailing cultural attitudes and behaviors is
a reality that all true seekers of God must identify and combat. Those of
us who are called to a career in the performing arts need to be prepared
to work in artistic communities that are likely libertine, idolatrous, and
largely contemptuous of anything that calls for self-restraint. Today,
because of mass media, this kind of life philosophy has boiled over into
every organization in society. Parents can no longer count on local schools
to reinforce the disciplines of respect, self-control, and the pursuit of truth.
Even many churches have jettisoned fundamental doctrines in order to be
seen as “relevant” and “politically correct.”
But wherever the world grows darker, the light of Jesus Christ will always
shine more brightly. The contrast between God’s way and man’s way is
becoming more and more marked. The bearers of Christ’s light—the light
of God’s way—are those who remain faithful to the Word of God and the
way of the cross, regardless of the price. To them, nothing that the world
offers compares to the blessing of knowing God and living lives acceptable
to Him. Are you called to be one of these people?
The fact that you are here at MasterWorks should indicate that you have at
least begun to contemplate the idea of devoting your life to the “world” of
the arts. God wants His people in that world. We want to be able to live
and work and love in that world without having our light snuffed out. This
summer we look at some old familiar stories from the perspective of how to
best represent Christ to a world that is casting away all vestiges of godliness.
Perhaps you have a burning desire to reach out to non-believers with the
love of Christ but have found no one who will listen. Have no fear—though
the world may not listen to your words, they are desperately watching your
life! In the stories we read in the Bible, you will see how the obedience of
just one person can turn the opinion of kings. Quite probably, these people
never imagined the impact that their courage would have on countless
centuries of God’s faithful people. If you also live in obedience to God’s
Word, your life will stand in contrast to everyone else. God may put you on
a greater stage than you ever dreamed! Maybe someone right here in your
group will be the next pillar of inspiration. Maybe it will be you!

3

Notes:

IV.

Look through the table of contents and share with each other any one story that particularly interests you.
Consider being the leader of your group for this evening.

V.

Today, before we dive into the study, go around your group and share where you are in your spiritual life. You
are not obligated in any way to share something that you feel uncomfortable saying; however, you will find here
at MasterWorks some of the most loyal, compassionate, and encouraging friends you will ever meet. This is a
safe place to go ahead and take off the mask that you might be wearing at other times. Be yourself and dare
to entrust your group with a little more of yourself. If you are wrestling with God, revolting against Him, or not
even convinced that there is a God at all, then that’s where you are, and God knows that. You are unique. It is the
prayer of all the MasterWorks faculty and staff that each of us leaves this place with a deeper understanding of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and a greater appreciation for God’s grace for you.

VI.

Close today’s session with prayer.

VII.

Before tomorrow’s Bible study, have a look at the next study on Babylon, maybe during your quiet time.

Notes:
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Day 2: What is Babylon?
Isaiah 47:10 “You have trusted in your wickedness and have said, ‘No one sees me.’ Your wisdom and knowledge
mislead you when you say to yourself, ‘I am, and there is none beside me.’”
“I’m Yertle the Turtle! Oh marvelous me! For I am the ruler of all that I see!”
- Dr. Seuss, Yertle the Turtle and Other Stories
I.

Begin with a prayer, that God would open our minds and hearts to the meaning
of His Word and to the reality of the vast spiritual warfare in which we are
engaged.

II.

Recite the following verse together. We will commit this verse to memory over
the next four weeks:
1 John 5:5 “Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God.”

III.

In the Bible, the kingdom of Babylon, in addition to being an actual historical
place, is often the grand metaphor for the world ruled by Satan, the prince
of darkness. Let us look at some of the facts about this place so that we can
understand the symbolism more fully.
“Babylon” and “Babylonia” refer to a land and people of southern Mesopotamia,
which in the present day is southeastern Iraq. (If you have maps in your Bible,
find this region and look at it in relation to the location of the Promised Land,
Israel.) Politically, Babylonia refers to the ancient kingdoms that flourished in
southern Mesopotamia especially in the sixth and seventh centuries BC; the
capital city was called Babylon, or “Bab-ilu,” meaning “Gate of God.” The city of
Babylon was located just above the flood plain of the Euphrates River, which gave
it control of the trade routes that led to the Persian Gulf. (Baker’s Encyclopedia)
The name can also be traced back to the Genesis 11 story of the Tower of Babel,
a Hebrew word meaning “to confuse.” This story is the first account in the Bible
of a civilization attempting to “reach the heavens” by their own strength and
creativity, thereby making themselves equal to God. From the earliest times,
the Babylonians sought their own expansion, rather than seeking the one true
God. Another nearby city in this region was the highly advanced and cultured Ur,
from which God called Abram to become the father of the nation of Israel, God’s
chosen people.
The kingdom of Babylon in the time of the Book of Daniel had become a byword
for decadence and cruelty. King Nebuchadnezzar ruled over the entire Middle
East for 43 years, building lavish temples to countless “gods” and “goddesses.”
Prostitution was a daily feature of temple worship. In any society that defies
God’s sovereignty and Laws, the same patterns of living emerge: decadence
and hedonism; worship of sexuality and even sexual perversion; cruelty and
indifference toward weakness; luxury; and intellectual pursuits devolving into
sorcery, astrology, and magic. All of these practices were elevated to the most
opulent degree in the Babylonian kingdom of Daniel’s generation.
Read these passages to get a Biblical perspective on the kingdom of Babylon:
Isaiah 47:10,12-13		
Habakkuk 1:6-11
Revelation 17:3-5		
Revelation 18:2-3,11-13
Read Beth Moore’s fitting interpretation of the symbolism that is Babylon:
“[Babylon] aims to seduce. Posing as the beautiful life, she morphs into the
current image of what every worldly man and woman wants to be—deserves to
be. She is popular. She is desirable. She is intoxicating. And did I say that she
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is religious? Ah yes. She believes in so much of everything that one would be hard-pressed to tell if she believes in
anything. To worship self is to worship her. To worship her is to worship her king...the devil himself...At one time
her outer garment was 56 miles of impenetrable walls framing some 200 square miles of state-of-the-art dwellings,
teeming entertainment centers, thriving businesses, at least three palaces, and extravagant temples to numerous
gods. Towering above the wall was a 650-foot ziggurat [tower] crowned with a shrine containing a massive table of
solid gold, and an ornate bed on which, each night, some woman slept to await the pleasure of the god.”
IV.

Spend some time discussing parallels you see between these descriptions of Babylon and the world you live in now.
The responsibility of the children of God is to find the way to live in our culture of excess and corruption, without
being poisoned by it ourselves. It is a dangerous wire to walk on!

V.

Close by sharing prayer requests, then take the time to pray for each other.

Notes:
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Day 3: The Power of Teachers
Matthew 23:15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he
becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you are.”
James 3:1 “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers,
because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.”
“However beautiful the strategy, you should occasionally look at the results.” - Winston Churchill
I.

Recite the memory verse and open with prayer. “Lord, bless us with your Holy
Spirit to guide us to wise and godly mentors; give us eyes, hearts, and minds
to discern what is from You and what is not.”

II.

Read Daniel 1:3-5; 1:17-21. Discuss the following questions:
a.

What kind of education was Ashpenez ordered to give to the young
Israelite captives?

b.

What was the length of this education?

c.

How long do we typically spend getting a college degree today? And
at what age?

d.

Have you or your parents been concerned about the possibility of
encountering a professor or other leader who is bent on ridding you of
your silly religious beliefs?
In verse 17, who gave Daniel and his friends wisdom and knowledge?
Read Proverbs 2:1-6. Now look at some of the “studies” the teenage
Hebrews would have learned from the Babylonians.
Isaiah 47:11-13		
Daniel 2:2
Let’s look at the character of the Babylonians and remember that the
teachers in King Nebuchadnezzar’s palace would have been among
the most prestigious in their fields of expertise.
Isaiah 13:19 Isaiah 47:8
Habakkuk 1:6-7
What is the common idea about the Babylonians in all of these
verses? Arrogance? Pride? Self-absorption? If you recall from the
second day’s reading, the Babylonians worshipped multiple “gods,”
but God’s Word makes it pretty clear that they really put their faith
in themselves and their own strengths. When you rely on your own
strength and give no thought to God, who are you really giving
allegiance to? Who has been the ruler of this earth since the fall of
mankind?
Many of you are aware of the godless atmosphere at modern
universities,colleges, and even some high schools. In fact, Christians
have started totally new and separate colleges to provide a godly
place where students won’t be persecuted for their faith; this is one
good response to the problem of godless educators. However, as we
see in the story of Daniel, it is possible to live for God and Christ in
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a godless place, even while being surrounded by the corruption of the world. What good could come of a
Christian student spending four+ years of his life immersed in the world’s view of wisdom and knowledge
(i.e. understanding the world’s arguments, influencing other students and even teachers for Christ, etc.)? He
must be rooted and established in God’s Word to stay strong and shine the light of Christ.
How do you know the difference between being open-minded to new truths and being subtly drawn away
from Truth? Discuss the value of Christian fellowship, continuing Bible study and prayer as bulwarks against
falsehood.
III.

Close with prayer requests and prayer.

Notes:
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Day 4: Keeping Away From
Sexual Temptation
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a
price. Therefore honor God with your body.”
“If you’re going through hell, keep going.” - Winston Churchill
“Fly, you fools!” - Gandalf, from J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Fellowship of the Ring
I.

Recite the memory verse and open with prayer. “Lord, give us the wisdom to
stay away from sexual temptations with which the world is saturated.”

II.

If you have grown up going to Sunday school you have probably heard the
story of Joseph. The prophet Daniel has few rivals in the Bible for drama,
but Joseph is certainly one of them. (There is even a musical about this
man, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.) The story reads like a
movie script. Sandwiched between his brothers’ betrayal of Joseph and his
triumphant reconciliation with them is the interesting little story about his
life as an Egyptian slave. Read Genesis 39 aloud in your group, and discuss
the following questions:

III.

a.

Against whom did Joseph refuse to commit the sin of adultery? See
verse 9. (Remember that this event took place many years before
Moses received the 10 Commandments from God.)

b.

Obviously, Potiphar (unwisely) believed his conniving wife. As
you read about this incident, do you cringe at the unfairness of the
outcome? Is there a circumstance in your life in which you feel your
commitment to virtue was repaid with injustice? How does that
affect your relationship with God? Do you remain faithful, or are you
struggling with doubt and/or bitterness? Do you believe that God
knows your innocence and will make it right in the end?

c.

Potiphar was a high-ranking military official for Pharaoh. Once
Joseph was elevated to second-in-command over the entire Egyptian
empire (Genesis 41:39-40), do you think Potiphar recognized his
former slave—and possibly realized the truth about his wife by
then? (This question has no right answer, as the Bible says nothing
more about Potiphar after chapter 39.)

With all the media saturation in the world, it is nearly impossible to get
out of bed in the morning without being visually assaulted with sexually
provocative advertisements. Ad campaigns use sex to sell absolutely
everything—even the makers of M&M’s feel that chocolate needs the
additional enticement of sex to persuade you to buy. (Really? Chocolate
needs help?) Our society has become unabashedly promiscuous and even
perverse. Colleges have “sex week” to “study” sexuality. Movies, magazines,
novels—everything is littered with invitations to inflame your sexual
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imagination. Discuss ways that you can “flee” from this cultural indoctrination. It’s not impossible, if you have a
strategy.
IV.

Read 1 Timothy 6:6. All of us have been called to sexual abstinence for at least some portion of our lives. Can you
rest in God’s perfect plan for your life? Can you pray that God will give you freedom from envy concerning this
fundamental aspect of our human nature? Are you willing to bear, for the sake of Christ, the suffering and possible
ridicule associated with abstinence?
God does not want us to remove ourselves from the world. If He is calling you into a secular career, you will have the
fortitude to stand firm against many sins; but do not even flirt with sexual sin. Anyone who has made this mistake
can tell you how difficult the process of extricating yourself from that life is. Sexual sin has the power to compromise
your testimony for years. Do not listen to the world and the siren song of “free” sexual expression. It is a lie, and
Joseph’s story gives us the model for how to stay pure.

V.

As you take prayer requests this evening, include prayers for any of your group who want special wisdom and
strength to address dating relationships or other sexually charged situations. Close in prayer.

Notes:
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Day 5: Beware of Success
Deuteronomy 6:10-12 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land
he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land
with large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds
of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and
olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, be
careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery.”
“Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s
character, give him power.” - Abraham Lincoln
The long, dull, monotonous years of middle-aged prosperity or middle-aged
adversity are excellent campaigning weather for the devil.” - C.S. Lewis
Exodus 20:14,13 “You shall not commit adultery. You shall not murder.”
I.

Recite the memory verse and open in prayer. “Lord, teach us how to be vigilant
and to store away in our hearts the wisdom, warnings, and experiences from
those who are older.”

II.

Today we will look at one of the most notorious Bible stories about sexual
temptation and the consequences of giving way to it. Read 2 Samuel 11:112:14 and discuss the following points:
a.

In 11:1, what is David’s first mistake? Remember the lyric in the song
“Trouble in River City” (from The Music Man), “the idle brain is the
devil’s playground.” Have you ever noticed how often temptation to sin
(in any way) follows close on the heels of boredom?

b.

The tragic consequences of this story all began with David’s laziness;
he had been an inspirational and successful general for many years,
and now he was ready to relax and let others do the job of keeping
Israel safe. The words “sloth” and “indolence” are character words
that the church has been preaching against since the apostle Paul
warned the Thessalonians. (See 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12.) Indolence
actually means “causing sloth.” Sloth is commonly used as a synonym
for laziness, but its real meaning is “not caring.” How does the lack
of love lead to laziness? Or, put another way, why is a lack of effort a
symptom of a lack of love? Discuss.

c.

For anyone who has not yet been established in a career: are you
expecting to be successful? Are you considering the possibility that
success could be a greater soil for temptation than trials and hardship?
Why do you think that may or may not be true for you? Don’t forget
Proverbs 16:18: “Pride leads to destruction.”

d.

If the Lord brings you to a place of steady prosperity and comfort, your
“promised land,” how will you keep the spiritual fire for Christ burning
in your heart?
Galatians 6:9-10

Philippians 3:12-14

Revelation 2:1-5
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Some temptations come later in life, and you might not have encountered or even contemplated them yet!
The passions of youth generally give way to the complacency of age. Ask your faculty leader(s) to share
some thoughts and experiences on how to: keep the romance in their marriages, how to retain the passion
for their artistic callings, and, ultimately, how to continue praising and thanking the Lord for their salvation
and sanctification. Remember their words and store them up for your future, and commit now to guarding
your heart against complacency.
III.

If your faculty member would like to add his/her wisdom to today’s study, take a little time to hear his/her testimony
about what this story means to a more mature person.

IV.

Take prayer requests and close in prayer.

Notes:
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Day 6: Obedience in Self-Control
Proverbs 23: 20-21 “Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge
themselves on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness
clothes them in rags.”
“GIGO” (“Garbage in, garbage out”) – An early computer programming term
“Sometimes I had difficulty remembering that ‘all you can eat’ is not a
personal challenge.” - Marika Christian’s Phone Kitten
I.

Recite together 1 John 5:5 and open in prayer: “Lord, show us how we can
minister to others by our example of self-control.”

II.

Read aloud the account of the prophet Daniel’s first public triumph in
Babylon: Daniel 1:1-16. In the words of your own group, give a short
synopsis of this story and its main themes.

III.

Now let’s think about a few questions.
a.

What do you suppose was included in the Babylonian royal diet
that Daniel and his friends did not want to eat? See Exodus 23:15,
Leviticus 7:19-21, Leviticus 11:1-8, Leviticus 11:41-45.

b.

What is the symbolic value of eating a meal with someone? Luke
5:27-30.

c.

How daring was Daniel’s request, considering he was a slave in a
foreign country?

d.

Have you ever been in a similar situation—when you had to
risk the anger of your superiors in order to maintain your values?
What might have happened to Daniel and his friends had God not
provided them immediate favor with the Babylonians?

IV.

The spiritual battle to maintain self-control in what we ingest is not
exclusive to people who struggle to maintain a healthy weight! Those of
you who do not have to deal with the predisposition to eating disorders (or
food addiction) may think this lesson is not applicable to you; but, many
other things that we allow into our lives besides food, drugs, or alcohol
could be horribly unhealthy.

V.

How about the things you allow into your mind? What about video games,
movies, or endless hours on Facebook? What about pornography? Have
you ever considered shutting off your television or computer for a time, just
to remove that incessant call to conform to the world? Is the filling of your
mind with the images and patterns of the world any “healthier” than eating
poorly? Technology—from texting to YouTube—is fun and often useful.
But do you neglect your prayer life because you spend your day posting
about what you’re thinking, wearing, or doing—or scrolling through
the posts of others? Recall the words of the Apostle Paul: 1 Corinthians
6:12 “’Everything is permissible for me’—but not everything is beneficial.
‘Everything is permissible for me’—but I will not be mastered by anything.”
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VI.

How you take care of your body is an important moral consideration. For example, you must know the long-term
effects of continual alcohol and/or drug abuse on your body. Have you thought of how it affects your ability to make
a positive impact on people who know you? What does this indulgence portray to others about your spiritual state?
Besides intoxicating substances, what other dietary habits might be less than optimal for you (e.g. living on cheese
puffs, candy, and soft drinks)?*
In contrast, how might you be noticed for not accepting the invitation to partake in the things your friends offer you?
If your behavior is challenged or ridiculed, could you share your reasoning without appearing judgmental or selfrighteous? How could you use this moment as an opportunity to share your love of Christ with others?
*Note: We don’t want to get too far into the positive or negative values of any particular diet. (The apostle Paul
devotes the entire chapter of Romans 14 to discuss this subject.) The point is that God expects us to become mature
in all our ways, including acceptance of the responsibility to take care of our bodies.

VII.

Close by sharing prayer requests and take time to pray for each other.
Author’s note: Today’s topic was primarily written by Dr. Patrick Kavanaugh.

Notes:
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Day 7: Samuel ’s First Challenge
Matthew 5:17-19 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell
you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter,
not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
“Where God built a church, there the Devil would also build a chapel.”
- Martin Luther
“Even the smallest person can change the course of the future.”
- J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings
I.

Recite again the memory verse—by now you are probably remembering it
pretty well! Then open in prayer. “Lord, fill us with courage to stand up for
the truth of Christ.”

II.

Today we will look at a story about priests who had surrendered to the
enticements of the world and had traded their spiritual authority for power
and money—and what God did about it. You may know the story of the
prophet Samuel who heard the voice of God for the first time as a little boy.
But do you remember why God was speaking to him at that moment?
Read 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 2:11-17; 2:22-26; 2:27-31; 2:34-35; 3:1-18; 4:1-11.
Some things to notice:
a.

How old was Samuel when he entered temple service?

b.

In chapter two, what were the sins of Eli’s sons (vs. 12, 16, 22) and
what was Eli’s sin (vs. 29)?

c.

What sort of person do you think Eli was? Perhaps kind, but too
indulgent? Think of a time in your life when your parents’ discipline
infuriated you, but with maturity, you have since come to regard
this as a valuable blessing to cherish. The arts world is simply
filled with self-indulgent people—beyond how they are hurting
themselves and their families, how do such people affect the larger
culture? (Think of the many celebrity examples.)

d.

Notice in 3:15, Samuel was afraid to tell his one and only mentor
the message that God had given him to speak to Eli. Can you
imagine having the responsibility of rebuking a much older person
of authority in your church? Does the “zeal of the Lord” burn in you
when you hear His Word handled poorly?
In too many congregations and seminaries today, the definition of
sin has “evolved.” There is a vast difference between wrestling with
sin and condoning sin. Read Hebrews 10:26-29. The key word in
this passage is “deliberately.” If you are dismayed by your apparent
failure to overcome a sinful habit, take heart and know that the Lord
is aware of your struggle and will eventually bring you to triumph
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by the blood of Christ. But look back at the verses at the top of this page on Jesus’ words about people
rearranging God’s Law. Our generation has learned the lesson well that “God loves you.” But this idea has
turned into, “Don’t worry about sin, God loves you and accepts you no matter what you do.” This position
gives license to any kind of sin whatsoever. The trouble with this message is that it is half true. God does
indeed love unconditionally, and He loves all His creation. The question our generation needs to be asking
ourselves is, “How much do I love God?” John 14:21 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the
one who loves Me.” When you love someone, your desire is to please him or her. Do you love God enough to
stop doing the things that grieve the Holy Spirit? Obviously Eli’s sons did not. Don’t be fooled by a halftruths. God wants true worshippers who worship Him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:24)
III.

The Christian churches of America are under intense pressure to adopt “politically correct” positions that would
require them to abandon the very principles that separate Christians from the world. Sadly, some church leaders
have embraced the world, and their congregations are thrown into turmoil, or the church dies. If you observe your
own church—or other gathering of believers— slipping away from the Gospel of Jesus Christ, could God give you
the strength to speak out and defend His Truth? If you know God’s Word and have a heart for Christ, then He may
ask you one day to take a stand. Many of us are involved in the music ministry of our churches, but will you continue
with a great music program if you know that your church is not really preaching the whole, true Bible anymore?

IV.

Today, if any controversy has arisen, pray for peace and reconciliation in your group. Also take the time for prayer
requests and close with prayer.

Notes:
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Day 8: Confronting Our Own
Complicity with the World
													Part 1
Romans 7:18-19 “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.
For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to
do—this I keep on doing.”
“The unexamined life is not worth living.” - Socrates
“For the first time [after abandoning atheism for Christianity] I examined
myself with a serious practical purpose. And there I found what appalled
me: a zoo of lusts, a bedlam of ambitions, a nursery of fears, a harem of
fondled hatreds. My name was Legion.” - C.S. Lewis’ Surprised By Joy
“We have met the enemy, and he is us.” - Pogo (comic strip character)
I.

Recite the memory verse and open with prayer. “Heavenly Father, have mercy
on us as we try to look at ourselves as You see us, and not as our pride prefers.”

II.

The world, dominated by Satan and spiritual darkness, does its best to
lure us into any lifestyle that will increase the distance between us and
God. Although we have the freedom to refuse these temptations, far too
often we do not. The nature of humanity is to be selfish, to behave in ways
that disregard the needs, feelings, and values of anyone else. Even after
surrendering one’s life to Christ, “all [one’s] habits, both mental and bodily, are
still in [the enemy’s] favor.” (- C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters) In the Bible,
this carnal nature is referred to as “the flesh.” Too many people in civilized
society, without delving very deeply into their own motives, simply think,
“I’m a pretty good person.” Perhaps you feel this way about yourself; what
is all this business about repenting of sin anyway? Nobody enjoys looking at
the sinful nature that resides in every one of us. Yet, just as the best violinist
ruthlessly notices and seeks to correct every imperfection in the practice
room, with the goal of achieving the most beautiful performance, so every
person called by the Holy Spirit seeks to rid himself of every thought, word,
or deed that cannot be borne in the presence of God—with the goal of
becoming holy.
Over the centuries, people have categorized sin in different ways: mortal
(bad) and venial (not so bad) sin; the seven deadly sins; public or secret sin,
etc. In this study, we will use an old formula from the 1662 Episcopal Book
of Common Prayer. The “Rite of Morning Prayer” is a general confession of sin
containing these words: “We have left undone those things we ought to have
done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. And
there is no health in us.”
In less poetic terms, there are sins of commission, the things God tells us not
to do and we do them anyway. And there are sins of omission, the things God
tells us to do, but we don’t. Today let’s examine ourselves for the wrong that
we do, the sins of commission.

III.

Read the following verses and note what God is telling us not to do:
Exodus 20:1-17			
Matthew 15:17-20
Mark 11:15-18
Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28
Mark 9:42-47
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Now read these passages and notice what Jesus says to each of the people whom He is releasing from their troubles.
Mark 2:1-5		

John 5:1-9, 14		

John 8:3-11

Finally, read these two passages that illustrate God’s response to the person who gives up his life of sin and desires to
have a restored relationship with his Father.
Luke 19:1-10
IV.

Luke 15:11-24

One message some Christians seem to proclaim today is that the free grace of God is sufficient to excuse any behavior;
therefore, it doesn’t matter how you live your life, since God will forgive you in the end anyway. What is true about
this position and what is false? Take a few minutes to discuss this, then look at Romans 6:1-14 and Ephesians 4:3031.
Think of the person in your life whom you most love and admire; it might be a boyfriend or girlfriend, a teacher, or a
family member. If you know that a particular behavior displeases this person, would you purposefully and repeatedly
continue in it? For example, would you deliberately smoke cigarettes in the presence of your loved one who hates
cigarettes? Or would you persist in using obscene language in conversation with your beloved, who has expressed a
revulsion to such talk? Here’s another situation: if you want to win and keep a job in your artistic field, will you make
every attempt to perform as your director specifies, or will you risk losing the position because you “just wanted to do
it your way?” In all these real life examples, we express our love and respect for others by working for their happiness.
Since Jesus Christ died for your sins and offers you eternal life, don’t you desire to respond with love and gratitude,
and leave behind the things that grieve Him? If you do not have a yearning in your heart to please God by obeying
His commandments (John 15:14), what other evidence do you have to guarantee that your faith in Christ is genuine?

V.

Tonight, in addition to the sharing of prayer requests, if an area of your life does not conform to the will of God,
please consider opening your heart to someone here at MasterWorks about your difficulty. You may or may not feel
safe enough in the group setting to be specific, but at least be willing to admit that you are struggling and could use
supportive prayers from your friends. MasterWorks has trained counselors with whom you can confide more details
and can give you godly direction. Particularly, if you are weighed down by a secret sin, it is the prayer of all God’s
family that you do not leave the festival without letting go of your secret, putting down that burden of shame, and
starting on a new path towards wholeness. To those of you who are not currently struggling, have compassion on all
who are and pray for their triumph over evil.

Notes:
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Day 9: Confronting Our Own
Complicity
with
the
World
													Part 2
Proverbs 3:27-28 “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is
in your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Come back later; I’ll give it
tomorrow’—when you now have it with you.”
“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to
speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
“The road to success is dotted with many parking places.” - Anonymous
I.

Recite 1 John 5:5 and open with prayer. “Lord God, You teach us that it is not
enough to do no wrong, but that we must do what is right. Teach us how to hear
your voice and follow your promptings to do good.”

II.

In our last study, we looked at some sins of ‘commission’ which are things we
do that displease God. When we disobey a clearly stated rule or law, our guilt is
fairly obvious. However, God does not judge your outward behavior; He judges
your heart. It is possible to break no laws and still have a hardened heart. In
fact, nearly all of the behavior that Jesus condemned in the religious people who
hated Him (e.g. Pharisees) was this kind of evil. Today we will look at the sin of
‘omission.’
Read the following passages and decide whether the inaction
condemned in each was the result of fear or sloth (indifference):
Deuteronomy 1:19-21, 26-32 Matthew 25:14-30 Luke 10:25-37
Matthew 25:31-46		
Matthew 27:17-24
a.

Some people persuade themselves that it is unnecessary to individually
help others, because everyone pays (rather heavily) for government
programs to do that. But government programs inspire neither
generosity in the giver nor gratitude in the recipient—compulsory
charity is an oxymoron. Another way people fool themselves into
thinking they are “good” and that they are “helping” is acknowledging
their feelings of compassion for the suffering of others, while doing
nothing to actually rectify anything. Do you procrastinate in doing good
for others, on the premise that you will have more time or money to
spare later? What makes you so certain God will grant you a “later?”

b.

A powerful evidence of the rampant sin of omission in our contemporary
world has a name: “political correctness.” When a society cannot tolerate
hearing an opposing voice, particularly one backed up by the Word of
God, the society is no longer free—it has become tyrannical. Here are
some quotes and verses to ponder:
“Let not any one pacify his conscience by the delusion that he can do no
harm if he takes no part, and forms no opinion. Bad men need nothing
more to compass their ends, than that good men should look on and do
nothing. “ John Stuart Mill (1867)
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Revelation 3:15-16 “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one
or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my
mouth.”
Ezekiel 3:18 “When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn him or speak out to
dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will
hold you accountable for his blood.”
“Nothing can be more cruel than the leniency which abandons others to their sin.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Do not fool yourself into thinking that your inaction and silence are simply promoting “peace,” and you
are therefore not accountable for evil that is happening. Being called to speak or act (whether in defense
of God’s Word, or perhaps a victim of someone else’s sinful behavior) and refusing to do so is just as
wrong in God’s eyes as committing the evil yourself.
c.

In case you think that “works” are not the point, and that you are saved by faith alone, recall the words of
James, the half-brother of Jesus:
James 2:14-17: “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such
faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him,
‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”
And, in the words of C.S. Lewis (from Mere Christianity): “Christians have often disputed as to whether
what leads the Christian home is good actions, or faith in Christ...it does seem to me like asking which
blade in a pair of scissors is most necessary.”

III.

Tonight, in addition to the hearing of prayer requests. Then, take time to pray together silently and meditate on
your own behavior, whether you are knowingly doing wrong or knowingly doing nothing. Ask God to give you
more opportunities to conquer your fear or laziness, and commit to becoming a warrior for righteousness.

Notes:
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Day 10: When the “World”
		
is in Your Family
Matthew 10:34-36 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the
earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn ‘a
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be members of his own
household.’”
“Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human qualities...because it is the
quality which guarantees all others.” - Winston Churchill
Lady Astor: “Sir, if you were my husband, I would give you poison.”
Winston Churchill: “Madame, if I were your husband, I would take it.”
I.

Recite the memory verse, which you probably all have memorized by now!
Open with prayer. “Lord, we desire to love and be loved by our families, and to
live in peace with all our kin—but make us to love You and desire Your favor,
even above the approval of our closest relations.”

II.

Probably the most painful spiritual conflict we can experience is when we
are at odds with members of our own family. We can choose our friends, but
we don’t have any control over the personalities, ambitions and spirituality
of our immediate family. When forced to choose between family and God,
wouldn’t it be easier to take a pass and not make a choice at all? But what if
your inaction might mean disaster for your entire family? This evening we will
take a look at a seldom noticed story about a courageous woman married to a
foolish man and how God honored her for her righteousness, generosity, and
shrewdness. People who have limited familiarity with the Bible/Christianity
sometimes complain that the faith somehow demeans women—that the
Bible displays a patriarchy demanding that women be servants to men. But
on closer inspection, one finds that the Bible is full of feminine examples of
courage and integrity, from Genesis to Revelation. In God’s Word, women are
anything but powerless and insignificant! Read together the story of Abigail
in 1 Samuel 25:1-42, and then discuss the following points:
a.

Though it initially seems a little presumptuous of David to expect
hospitality from Nabal, you must read further into the story to see that
Nabal had already benefited greatly by having the protection of David and
his men. Look at verses 14-16 and verse 21 to understand why David felt
justified in requesting material support from this wealthy landowner.

b.

In the same way that Daniel had no control over the education he
received from the Babylonians, women in biblical times usually had very
little choice about whether or whom to marry. Here we have just one
of many Biblical examples of a shrewd woman using her wits to singlehandedly undo the damage that her husband had done. Abigail had the
diplomatic savvy to successfully avert an open confrontation between
two hot-tempered men. Notice in verses 28-31 that Abigail already knew
who David was, and that the prophet Samuel had anointed him the next
king of Israel. (Even without mass media, people in ancient times still
managed to transmit news and information throughout their countries!)
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Why do you think she appealed to David to call a halt to the impending fight rather than her husband?
Could she not have gone first to her husband to ask him to reconsider his answer to David?
c.

What are some of Abigail’s qualities that imply that she was a God-fearing woman? What are some of
Nabal’s qualities that imply that he was not?

III.

This thought might be a bit of a stretch, but as most 21st-century marriages are not arranged, at least in the
United States, in order to learn from Abigail’s story, you must find another situation to which you can relate.
It seems a pretty safe guess that Abigail was not happily married, yet she had not left him, and probably
couldn’t. Is there a part of your life in which you have no decision-making power? In all arts productions,
an executive director always gets the final say—sometimes the only say in all the creative decisions. Can
you find ways to express yourself creatively while simultaneously giving up all rights to the artistic decisionmaking process? Have you considered that your job is not to argue with the director, but to accept his/
her directions and execute them as artistically as possible? Even when the director is not as disciplined or
educated or talented as you? Can you still resolve to do good for your director in spite of your dissatisfaction
with his/her leadership? Compare these thoughts to Abigail’s situation, and also to Ephesians 6:5-9 and
Colossians 3:22-24.

IV.

All performing arts groups work in very close quarters, becoming like a family for many people. If you are a
Christian in your orchestra, dance company, or theatre troupe, you will have to work with people who do not
see life the way you do. Will you pray as diligently for these people as you do for your own family members,
rather than resort to gossiping and complaining with everybody who will participate?

V.

Close with prayer requests and prayer.

Notes:
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Day 11: S tanding Against the
			 World in Your Church
Jeremiah 5:30-31 “A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land:
the prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own authority, and my
people love it this way. But what will you do in the end?”
Ezekiel 20:32a “You say, ‘We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of
the world, who serve wood and stone.’”
“And listen, Gandalf, my old friend and helper!” [Saruman] said....”A new
Power is rising. Against it the old allies and policies will not avail us at
all....We may join with that Power....As the Power grows, its proved friends
will also grow; and the Wise, such as you and I, may with patience come at
last to direct its courses, to control it. We can bide our time, we can keep
our thoughts in our hearts, deploring maybe evils done by the way, but
approving the high and ultimate purpose: Knowledge, Rule, Order....”
“Saruman,” [Gandalf] said, “I have heard speeches of this kind before, but
only in the mouths of emissaries sent from Mordor to deceive the ignorant.”
- J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Fellowship of the Ring
“Those who don’t know history are doomed to repeat it.” - Edmund Burke
I.

Recite the memory verse together and pray for hearts to remain true to God’s
Word.

II.

The Old Testament is a long account of God working to bless His people, and
His people continually running after other gods. After several hundred years of
warnings against idolatry, which were mostly ignored, God eventually removes
His protection from His people, who are then conquered and enslaved by the
Babylonian Empire. The corruption of sacred rites in the temple was no longer
just a sin of a few individuals, as in the story of Samuel and Eli’s sons; by now, the
entire nation of Judah was participating in the same horrid rituals practiced by
pagan nations around them, including sacrificing children in fire. Tonight’s lesson
includes a lot of Scripture reading to tell the story of Judah’s apostasy and exile as
related by the prophet Jeremiah.
Jeremiah’s calling: Jeremiah 1:1-10,16-19
The sin of God’s people: Jeremiah 2:11-13,25-28; Jer. 19:4-5
Jeremiah’s message: Jeremiah 4:1-4,16-18; 25:3-11
How Jeremiah feels about this message: Jeremiah 4:19-22
Corrupt religion: Jeremiah 7:9-11; 7:21-29; 50:6
The words of the false leaders: Jeremiah 5:13; 8:8-11
The hostile reactions to Jeremiah’s message: Jeremiah 11:18-23; 20:1-2;
26:7-11; 37:12-16; 38:6
What finally happens to Judah: Jeremiah 52:1-9,12-15, 24-27
The book of the prophet Jeremiah stands as one of the most famous accounts in
history of one man standing in opposition to not only the leaders of his country,
but the entire populace as well. The (somewhat uncommon) English word
“jeremiad” is defined as a “righteous prophecy of doom” or “long, angry sermon.”
It is clear from the opening chapter—where God warns Jeremiah that He will
make His young prophet like a bronze wall against Judah’s kings, officials, priests,
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and people—that Jeremiah’s message will not be very popular! And it is particularly notable that the religious
leaders were among Jeremiah’s worst enemies. They had allowed God’s people to wander away from God’s Word,
to the extent that even child sacrifices were being sanctioned as acceptable worship. Everyone had added to
their religious beliefs every idol and “god” that was fashionable. Their true God had become just another religious
formality along with the rest.
This message is an important challenge for America’s churches today. With the time you have remaining, discuss
the following questions:
1. How do you recognize ideas and behaviors that defy God’s Law? Do you listen attentively to the messages you
are taught and measure them against God’s Word, or do you simply accept everything without discernment?
2. If you begin to see heresies creep into your church or Bible study, do you have the courage to stand against false
doctrine? Do you trust that God will strengthen you when others reject your critique? Remember that being
young does not disqualify you from speaking for God. Is it better to confront those preaching false doctrine or
to remove yourself from that congregation altogether?
III.

Prayer requests and prayer time.

Notes:
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Day 12: The Importance of
			
Being Fearless
Luke 12:4-5,8 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the
body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should
fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before
men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God.”
“A dead thing can go with the stream, but only a living thing can go against
it.” - G.K. Chesterton
“’I am commanded to go to the land of Mordor, and therefore I shall go,’ said
Frodo. ‘If there is only one way, then I must take it. What comes after must
come.’” - J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Two Towers
I.

Recite the memory verse and open with prayer. “Lord God, give us the depth of
love and faith to stand with You in the face of all persecution.”

II.

Today’s Bible study will be shorter to accommodate our performance schedule.
Some examples of faith in the Bible are so plain and so powerful that they can be
understood with little or no commentary. Two of these are found in the book of
Daniel. Let’s return to Babylon and enjoy the stories of the triumph of faith. Read
together Daniel 3 and Daniel 6.

III.

Here are a few points to note:

IV.

a.

Look again at Daniel 3:18. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had no
certainty that God would rescue them—in fact, they most likely had at least
some expectation that they would die that day. Yet, they were unflinching
in their statement to the king. It is wise to establish this kind of faith before
it is put to such a test. Now is the time to be cementing our faith and asking
the Lord to give us His strength and courage. Don’t put off making these
decisions.

b.

The most important foundation to all spiritual life is seen in Daniel 6:10.
Daniel was a man of prayer; his relationship with God was more real to him
than any threat. In fact, the one detail that the Bible records about Daniel’s
prayer was its marked thankfulness. Even after years of servitude and exile,
Daniel still had a heart of gratitude. Always cultivate an ever-deepening
prayer life, and always maintain an attitude of thankfulness.

c.

In Daniel 3:25, Nebuchadnezzar sees four men walking together in the
furnace! Who was the fourth man? (For a hint, notice how the king describes
him...) Then notice that Nebuchadnezzar calls for the three men to come out,
but he doesn’t dare to call to that fourth man!

d.

The conclusion of both of these stories is the same. Compare Daniel 3:28 to
Daniel 6:26-27. In front of two kings, their officials, and many other people,
God chose to demonstrate His power to save. These kinds of miraculous
displays are still happening today. If you know of any such examples, please
share them with your group.

With your remaining time, pray together in a spirit of gratitude for all that God
has done for you, and for all that He will do for you and through you.
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Day 13: Giving U p Everything
			
for the Sake of Christ
Philippians 3:4,7-8 “If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in
the flesh, I have more... But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for
the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have
lost all things.”
“You have enemies? Good. That means you’ve stood up for something,
sometime in your life.” - Winston Churchill
“I know this man!” - Judah Ben-Hur, recognizing the Man who gave him lifesaving water, on the way to His crucifixion. - Lew Wallace’s Ben Hur
I.

Recite our memory verse. (It should be memorized by now even if you’re not
trying!) Then open with prayer. “Heavenly Father, prepare our hearts to be willing
to throw aside everything in order to experience the surpassing greatness of
knowing Christ as Lord.”

II.

After nearly two thousand years, the Gospel of Jesus Christ has gone out to nearly
every point on the globe. So, it can be easy to forget that the good news first
came to the Jewish people and required a revelation through the Holy Spirit to
show the first apostles that God offers His salvation to the whole world, Jew and
Gentile alike. God chose one man, a highly educated and zealous Jewish man, to
deliver the Gospel to the Gentiles. Let’s read together an abbreviated synopsis of
the ministry of the Apostle Paul.
A. Acts 7:59-8:1a		
Acts 9:1-28
Galatians 1:11-24
Philippians 3:4-7		
2 Corinthians 11:21b-28

III.

B. In Pisidian Antioch: Acts 13:14-15,38,42-47
In Ephesus: Acts 19:8-12
In Rome: Acts 28:16-31
Paul foresees his death: 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Many biblical scholars have spent their careers examining the life of the apostle
Paul. The breadth of his influence on the entire Roman empire, and subsequently
the course of world history, mystifies anyone who attempts to interpret
his biography through a secular lens. You cannot read about Paul without
acknowledging that 1) he had tremendous persuasive abilities, 2) he was highly
controversial, 3) he regarded himself as nothing apart from the power of the
Holy Spirit, and 4) he was, by his own admission, transformed from a fanatical
persecutor of Christians into a man willing to endure any persecution for the
sake of his Lord, Jesus Christ. His story is so dramatic that, even in the secular
world, the phrase “Damascus Road experience” is the quintessential description of
someone who changes the course of his life by 180 degrees.
a.

In your group, someone most likely has a Bible including a map of Paul’s
missionary journeys (or perhaps you can find one online). In the first
century AD, because of the extent of Roman conquest and governance,
Paul and his companions were able to travel freely throughout the
entire civilized world. In your opinion, was this just the confluence of
coincidences or part of a divine plan?
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IV.

b.

In case you are wondering why “Saul” becomes “Paul” in Acts 13—people are often given new names after
encountering God: Abram (“exalted father”) becomes Abraham (“father of many”); Jacob (“he deceives”)
becomes Israel (“he struggles with God”); in Revelation 2:17, Jesus promises a white stone with a new
name written on it to the person who overcomes the world. Are there things in your past that you’d like to
leave behind? God will give you a completely new identity in Him when you surrender your life to Christ.
The name Saul means “inquired of God.” The name Paul means “little!”

c.

What do you think gave Paul the boldness to continue preaching the Gospel in the face of guaranteed
persecution? Jesus warned us to expect His message to cause controversy. For most of us, this reality
makes us squirm a little. Nobody welcomes controversy or conflict. But that is what God is calling us
to. Do you acknowledge Christ only as long as His Word doesn’t put you at odds with your friends or family
(or even enemies)? Remember from day two’s study that the Babylonians, who regarded themselves as
the most intellectually advanced society of their time, worshipped as many gods as they could dream up;
they wanted to be sure they had “all their bases covered.” Look at Paul’s address in Athens in Acts 17:1623. Can you see a similar spiritual dynamic in today’s culture, even in some Christian groups? Have you
heard someone proclaim that there are many ways to God? That none of your behavior is unacceptable to
God, since “God loves everybody?” How do you think the apostle Paul would have reacted to the message
of “tolerance” that is so pervasive today? And yet, Paul was never violent. He always tried to reason with
people, to persuade them to repent and accept the good news of the resurrection of Jesus and the grace
that comes by faith. You cannot remain neutral in this choice. With whom will you stand?

Tonight, as you take prayer requests, consider whether you have been more devoted to Christ or to the enticements
of this world; you cannot be committed to both. A decision for one means the rejection of the other. The apostle
Paul threw away everything he had when he encountered the living God, Jesus Christ. If you are willing to do this,
God will do incalculably great things for you and through you. Pray for the courage to make this determination for
your life, and you will never regret it. “He who loses his life for my sake will find it.” - Matthew 10:39

Notes:
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Day 14: Worshipping Idols
				 or the One True God?
Exodus 20:2-3 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.”
Ezekiel 20:32 “You say, ‘We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of
the world, who serve wood and stone.’ But what you have in mind will never
happen.”
“Thou hast seen nothing yet.” - Cervantes’ Don Quixote (1605
“You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet!” Bachman-Turner’s Overdrive song, 1974
I.

Recite your memory verse and open with prayer: “Lord, show us how to worship
You and You alone, for it is by the power of Your Holy Spirit that we have our
being.”

II.

Of all the stories in the Old Testament, perhaps the most spectacular is found in
1 Kings 18; it is the account of the prophet Elijah single-handedly confronting
all the priests of Baal, along with the king and people of Israel, who had been
mixing Baal worship in with God’s commandments given to them by Moses. This
story reads like a Hollywood movie. Before reading about this event, get a little
information about the prophet Elijah.
1 Kings 16:29-33		
1 Kings 17:17-23		

1 Kings 17:1
Luke 1:13-17		

2 Kings 17:8-16		
Mark 9:2-4

The LORD used the voices of Jeremiah and other prophets to speak to His people,
to reason with them to live as God’s chosen. By the biblical accounts, the
prophets’ words were rarely heeded. But God also had another way of speaking
to His people—by demonstrating His power. He did this most dramatically
through Elijah. Throughout their history, the people of Israel have regarded Elijah
as one of the greatest prophets; for one thing, he was one of only two people in
the Bible who did not die. (Do you know the other person? Hint: Genesis). Most
importantly, Elijah had the faith to stage the starkest contrast between the
world’s gods and the LORD of all creation, and show definitively that God demands
His people to choose one or the other. Read the account of the showdown
between Elijah and the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18:16-40.
a.

Baal was a pagan Canaanite agricultural god who supposedly controlled
the weather. Notice that Elijah arranges the demonstration of God’s
power after the Israelites had suffered for three years in a catastrophic
drought resulting famine, which the priests of Baal undoubtedly prayed
against. With grocery shelves laden with endless varieties of food and
drink in the United States (a country that has never experienced famine),
can you contemplate the terror of being completely unable to find food?
If you think this prospect is frightening, listen to an even more disastrous
situation from the words of the prophet Amos (8:11): “‘The days are
coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord, ‘when I will send a famine through
the land—not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of
hearing the words of the Lord.’” In America, the Bible has been mostly
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rejected in schools for at least two generations now, even as just a historic book to study. Before 1970,
nearly everyone had some idea of what was in the pages of the Bible; you could find a Bible in hotel room
drawers; from city councils to Congress, people read from the Bible in public addresses. Currently, many
people in this country have never even seen a Bible, much less read one. Jesus declared Himself the Bread
of Life (John 6:35). Are you spiritually hungry? Are you looking to satisfy your hunger with what the world
offers? The only way you will find food to assuage your hunger is by seeking Christ and reading the Word.
Isaiah 55:1-2 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy,
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not
bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will
delight in the richest of fare.”
b.

Elijah spent much of his life hiding from the government, from King Ahab and his vindictive queen Jezebel.
Thus, he was alone for considerable periods. As a result, he learned to depend completely on God to sustain
him. Have you ever experienced a lengthy time of loneliness? Did you use that time to learn to hear God’s
voice speaking to the deepest places in your heart? The fear of being alone drives many people to frantically
fill their days with meaningless relationships and worthless, even unhealthy, activities; in current language
we call these things “addictions” — God calls them “idols.” But in this lonely spiritual desert, many
profound men and women in history have met God and begun their ministries. The world will tell you that
you must take every available action to avoid loneliness, but if God has ordained for you a time of solitude,
will you have the courage to stay there and learn what He wants to show you? Sometimes the desert is
the only place He can get you away from the distractions of life long enough to listen to Him—and to
experience His love and attention. Do not be afraid of this place. Remember that Jesus, immediately after
His baptism, was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert to be tempted. It is a great challenge, but have the
faith to know that God will lead you back out again.

c.

Is your God the God of power and might? Have you experienced the power of the Holy Spirit personally?
Elijah had such great faith because he knew firsthand the power that is available to the person who
surrenders his life utterly to the triune God of the universe. Compare these two verses in II Timothy and
determine what kind of religion your life is built on: 2 Timothy 3:2-5: “People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money....lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its
power.” And 2 Timothy 1:7: “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, and of
self-discipline.” (Emphasis added.)
If you sincerely desire to see the manifestation of God in your life—not because you just want a dramatic
show but because you want to know God—then ask Him! God gives graciously; He wants to have a
relationship with you, and He will provide whatever is necessary to draw you to Himself.

III.

Conclude with prayer requests, then spend as much time as you have left by meditating on today’s lesson.

Notes:
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Days 15 & 16: Final Meetings
Dear friends,
As we come to the conclusion of MasterWorks 2013, the prayer of all the faculty and staff is that you’ve had a profound
experience meeting with God this summer. For these final two days of Bible study, use the time in the following three
ways:
1.

If you were unable to complete any studies due to a lack of time, or you would like discuss some of these topics
further, use tonight and tomorrow to do so.

2.

Consider the many things that happened here at the festival and report to your group at least one thing for
which you are thankful.

3.

As a group, take time to share your plans for the upcoming year and pray for each other. Keep some kind of
record of these plans and commit to praying for one another throughout the coming year.

May the blessing of Jesus Christ go with you and sustain you throughout this life, and bring you to life eternal!

Notes:
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“Who is it that overcomes
the world? Only he who
believes that Jesus is the
Son of God.”
1 John 5:5
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